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such a programme of national reform, but its
outlines miay be rougbly sketcbed. In the
first place we sbould establisb a proper
financial structure for this dominion and its
provinces w hich will enable tbem to perform
tbeir respective fonctions with efficiency and
economy. Second, we sbouild ensure ýproper
relations betwecn industry and labour so that
Canada mnay become a truly great industrial
power. Finally, w'e sbould establisb a policy
for primary ind(istry in Ctînada that -il]
enable our primary prodîîcers te continue
efflciently the production of the basic wealth
of this country.

In this connection I hope that at a very
early date the goverrnent, w'ill give this
boeuse an opportunity for a special debate on
our- wheat problemn, with the bouse in cern-
niit tee of thîe wh ole. I urge that tlîis debute
sbouild take place before the lieuse riscs for
the Christmas rc ces-. so tha t a carefully
tboughrt out wbe(:it policv miay be announccd
as early in thc new yetir as possible. Jo My
opinion sucb a debate woîîld be preferable
te a random discussion cf the w heat question
during the course of this debate.

Mtîcb of tlie programîane cf national reforrm
w hicb I suggest is contained in tho recoim-
mnendations of tlîe royval commïission on
donîinion-provincial relaîtions, in what is
calîcci tbe Sirois report. 1 strongly recommnend
the recommendat ions contiincd in that report
and sincerely iirge tliîcir adoption et the
ecrlicst possible datc. I w as deeply stirred
by the quiet anncuincemcnt made by the
Prime Minister that he bcad invitcd the
premiers of the provinces te attend a confer-
ence hiere in Ottawa somne time in Janoary,
and 1 read with interest bis letter cf invita-
tien te tbe premiers tvitb bis indication of
the government's approval cf the repor t.
1 cm) glad te learo tbat aIl the protinrces bat e
indicatecl tlieir intention cf being representcd.
I sinccrely bepcp that this confrence will be
success4ul. for I eat ccnvined tbat tl'e
adoption of the recomuinendations and tbeir
implemnentation bliv tbe, nece--iary h ,gilative
and administrative action witl conýtitute the
greatest a(t of Cýanadiuin statcsminsbip sioce
conferderation itsclf. At. the ssan time it
w ill serve tbe ttvofold purpose of increasing
tbe efficiency cf or war effort and esteblisb-
ing the fouindations for c greater and stronger
Canada, cf w'bicb every Canadian may be
justly prould.

Jn tîte short space cf time ut my disposal
il would net be possible even te summarîze
the recominiendations contained in t 1 e Sircis
report. The main unes batve te do with fiuaîî-
ciel adjustnients as between tbe dominion and
the provinces. A t cr3 brief summcrv cf tbcse
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financial recommendations appears on page 86
of volume 2 of tbe report. I find it difficuit
te restrain my language in expressing my ap-
preciation of this report and the splendid prin-
ciples upon wbicb it is based. I believe it te
ho the oustcnding Canadian document since
confedieration. It is likewise a buman docu-
ment; for it is concerned witb the welfare
of tbe people of Canada as a wbole, tbrough
tbe maintenance and expansion cf tbe national
income and its better distribution for tbe
purpose of providing a greater measore of
social and econoîrue security. The report
realizes the need for national unity in tbis
country. It is a great unifying document for
Canada. but it does net in eny sense propose
any centralization of autbority. It stresses the
necd cf a national minimum standard of social
sertices in Canada as essentiel to national
unity, but il fully respects tbe federtul systein
and complctely preserves provincial liberty cf
acticn in spbieres xvhich are primarily cultural
and social.

Io ni'v opinion the commissioners bave soc-
cessfotlv carricd ot tbe instructions tbat tvcre
git en ttiem, and tve should be deeply greteful
te themi for tbe careful study wt'icb they biave
mado and particularly for the singleness cf
purpose tbat mons througbi almost Ct 013 line
of the report: concerro for tbe tvclfare of the
people cf Canada from cocst te coast. They
huate in troc reality recaptured tbe spirit cf
cnfcîleration itsclf. This is a great recon-

fedc rution document, applying tbe piepe
of ccnfederaticn. te the chenged nccds aund
conditions cf to-day. The commýissioncrs also
stress tbe nccessitv cf continued and incrcased
eccocratuon bctwecn tbe dominion and tîte

provines. Thcy do net conceive cf tbe prot -

ines cf Canada as nine seperate, independcnit
entitic.s: but, ratber as nine provinces interîle-
pendent oipon ecb otbcr and bound togctber
bY one bondl. the bond cf Canada.

It tuas lx en urged tlîct tve sboîîlî dcfer
î-orisiîleru tioni cf tlîe report until after ttie w'ar.
1 (I0 net ag ce tvitb tbiis point cf vietv. Thuis
cuintrvY ttili be ptut te severe finqnci il strains;
beforc t ti tvar is oter, and tve shall bave to
elirninate ce vc financial obstacle tbat stands
in our wacx. If otur financial structure was
ili c13 joade(Iquiate for Canada in time cf
peace, it is even more ne-avnotv than it
would be in peece-time to make tbe changes
recommended by the report. They are essen-
tial tc tbe stîccess cf or war effort, and 1
sincecly bope tbet wben we are summoned
agÎ:ain in tbe new year one cf or major tasks
w1Ill be tbe neccssary legisiative and adminis-
trative action te imrplement tbe recommenda-
tiens cf the Sirois report; fer I am confident
tbat if we do tbct a new era for Canada will
begin.


