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Trous-Canada Highway

1. The desirability of Iinking up the whole
country in one nunit fromn a transportation
standpoint.

2. The most effective means of developing the
ecountry.

3. To provide a route that will make it
possible and convenient for the tourist and
trans-Canada traveller to visit the largest and
most attractive area in the most convenient
way.

4. The most econoinical way hy which aIl of
this can be accomplishied. Almost any route
that might bc decided ripon from east to west
meets the flrst point raised.

Let me quote the Sudbury Star of Septem-
ber 17, 1930:

The benefits accruing to a municipality
throughi having an aggressive board of trade
have heen aptly demou strated in the vital ques-
tion of the construction of the proposcd trans-
Canada highiway, which lias heen agitatina the
northern Outario centres during thie last few
weeks, and which is one of the most important
problein affccting the vast stretch of country
north of the Canadian Pacifie Railway that has
been in the public mmiid for a long time.

Xithout a board of trade. it is douhtful if
any active steps would he officially takien in a
matter nf this kind. Th''le project docs not corne
within the province of a municipal council,
although. if the latter were ont over-occupied
in purely civie prohlcms. they iiiight. in a
ireasure, divert tlîcir attention to through
r oa ds.

H1e proceeds to explain the neccssity of a
trans-Canada highway. I risc on this oc-
casion just, to add a few words to what lias
already been said by the hion. member for
North Tiimiskaming (Mr. Bradette). I want
especially to emphasize that if we ask, re-
gardless of partisan vicws, for the immediate
construction of this trans-Canada highway. it;
is to relieve the unempînyment situation
which is an bad at the prescrnt time. In my
constituency unempînyment is becoming
worse everv week. 1 wanýt to mention 7n
particular the town of Sturgeon Falls, with a
population of 4,000 which for twenty-five
years has depended for its livelihood on the
operations of the Spanish River pulp indus-
try which is now the Abitibi Pullp and Paper
Company. This conîpany, howvever, clos4nd
its doors seven or eig-ht months ago. Charit-
able contributions have reachcd their limait;
the municipality cao do no more; the pro-
vincial contributions have also rcachcd their
limit, and 00w it is the federal governmcnt's
turn to stop in and do something. Therefore
1 ask, for the construction of this trans-Can-
-ada highway, mostly for the relief of the un-
e.,mpînymcnt situation. 1 might congatulate
,the municipalities and the provincialgovero-
ment for having tried last fal to do some-
thing to relieve the unemplnyment situation.
But what has been donc for the relief of
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unempinyment in the district of Sudbury, par-
ticuiarly ar.ound Mafittawa and Sturgeon Falls
'has been altoge-ther impractical, and the
method-s which have been adopted were far
from being profitable for the country. Large
pieceýs of road have been buit in the middle
of winter whereas in the spring the samne work
could have been donc in one-tenth of the
time with one-quarter of the money. It is
my opinion that such work sh&uld have been
begun eariy làst spring, becauge at sueh time
it coulýd have been donce much more advan-
tageously.

1 -have a further reason for suggest-ing the
immedliate construction of the trans-Canada
highway, because the expense involved would
bc well justified. To rny mind such construc-
tion would constitute a gond piece of business.
Referring to the tourist tTade in Canada the
Ottawa Journal of May 22, 1931, contains the
following report:

Io 1930 almost five and a haîf million United
States automobiles crossed into Canada, anti
both Ottawa and Washington estirnate that in
the neighbourhood of $400,000,000 was put into
circulation in the dominion as a resuit.

Northern Ontario being a more unde'veloped
country, needs such a road for its further
(l&vel'opment, and at the samne time tihat sec-
t'ion of the country woruld receive its f air
share of the tolIri.'t trade. Up to the presenit
time many of the Canadian people have
been undcr the impression that American
tourists have corne to Canada simply to
qucnch their thirst. 1 think that is an
erro>neous vie'w; the vast rnajoritv of tourists
enter Canada to cn.ioy the beauties of our
country. Undoubtedly a great many of them
would be drawn to northern Ontario if tîhe
road now under discussion was built. North-
cmn Ontario woul.d share to. a considerable
extent 'in the $400,000,000 referred to in the
Ottawa Journal.

I shall fot add anything furliher ahout the
necessilty foer the construction of 'the trans-
Canada highniay, but would strongly urge the
gove'rnmen't to consider the matter and to
take action immediately. The construction
oýf such a highway is a vast undertaking and
before .it could be andertaken engineers would
have ýto survey the whole route, which un-
doubtedly wo.uld involve a work lasting qome
weeks and prob.ably months. If the route is
flot now decided upon, construction work mnay
not, ho initiated this year. 1 hope the govero-
ment will ýtake immediate st ps 'to decide upon
a route, have it surveyed and give work to
thousands of men as xvas promiscd during the
election campaign.


