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and Rorne prepared a fleet in order to meet
Carthage. Their fleets met off the coast of
Sicily and 300,000 men were engaged in that
sea fight, the greatest naval battle in the
history of the world. The Carthaginian fleet
was wiped out of existence by the fleet of
Rorne, although Rome was comparatively a
new nation. Taking advantage of the sys-
tem of boarding the enemy's fleet, which
was not thought of by the Carthaginians,
the latter were driven fromn the sea and
disaster followed to Carthage. Nation after
nation bas risen in power and might and
bas gone down. And why? They ail had
liberty; they ail had their parliarnents.
The statesmen of ancient Greece would put
to blush the eloquence of this parliament
here to-day. Gifted as is the First Minis-
ter, with bis nickel-plated eloquence, hie
could not hold a candle to the orators of
ancient Greece. Iu the Roman Senate ad-
dresses were delivered which. are stili the
wander of the world. These men had lib-
erty as we have liberty, they bad educa-
tion as we have education, they had reli-
gions and creeds galore, they had ,temples
and churches and colonies, they bad sister
nations, but they have ail vanished. And
why? They began to live on their past re-
cords, tbey became self-important, they
became wealthy-and gentlemen on the
other side of the House tell us that the
chief ambition of a nation is to become
wealthy and opulent. As they became
wealthy they becarne impotent, tbey ne-
glected the principles of liberty, they cen-
tralized, they became sister nations in-
stead of being part and parcel of the one
great nation; they did not understand the
principle of decentralization iu non-essen-
tials, while retaining control in a central
goverumeut over matters of great national
character. Tbey forgot that eterual vigil-
ance is the price of liberty; they did not
realize that while it takes a thousand
years to f orm a state, an bour may lay an
empire in the dust. Shahl we, in these
days, forget our duty to the empire and to
humanity; shahl we embrace the spirit if
miiitarism which bas been the bans of
many nations, instead of upbolding the
principle of democratic military training un-
der which -every citizen will do biL duty
to the state, by which every boy of ten
years and upwards shahl be trained to shoot
and every boy of fourteen and uDwards
be trained to commnand bis compauy. Shall
we not place ourselves in the position as
we can easiiy do, of being able to put a
million men in the field, each one of whom
would be a good riflernan. Shail we not
place oûrselves in an inpregnable position
in Canada, aud thus becorne a trernendous
strength to the motberiaud in time of war,
Our duty is to unite in one great imperial
federation. Oceans no longer divide, the
genius of man bas overcorne distance, andi

ships can traverse the ocean as rapidly as
trains can cross tbe land. If you want ta
blockade the Canadian Pacific railway be-
tween here and Winnipeg ahl you have to
do is to blow up a bridge on the north
shore of -Lake Superior, but yati cannot
block the pathless ocean against the traf-
fie of shipa of commerce, or ships of war.
I maintain, Sir, that for the benefit of
hurnanity, aud the building up of the em-
pire, our duty is to stand shoulder Vo
shoulder in a union of the whole empire.
It is said that in the course of time the
sun must go down on tbe British empire.
I arn not a prophet, nor the son of a pro-
phet, but I make this propbecy; that if the
sun ever does set on the British empire,
it will rise next morning on the empire of
Greater Britain.

(Translation.) No-w -a f ew words to the
Prime Minister and to my fellow citizens in
the province ef Quebec. 'The population of
that province is the off spring of a race
whose naine and practice are always in
favour of liberty, ' La belle France ' is but
another naine for freedom and loyalty.

As in England the Normans and Hïugue-
nots were the best citizenis amongst the Bri-
tish nation, so the Fr-enchmen in Canada,
at every peri-od were chsractenized by al
the virtues of good citizens; that is. they
are characterized by integrity, honour,
energy and entenrpris-_; they are also
tbrifty, witty and -courageous.

The political chietains in ithe provinc-
of Quebe, in our two parties, do not show
ithern the confidence they d3serve.

I ask the Prime Minister Vo stuinp Que-
'bec in order tu ýteach the good oitizens in
that province that the empire of our greater
Britain is to continue to give the-m the
right they have enjoyed so far. But they
must rernuin steady and loyal in order to
maintain under ail difficuit circumstances
and against any dange.r, the integrity of
the British empire and the mai esty of the
Union Jack.

Mr. HUGH H. McLEAN <Sunbury and
Queens). Mr. Speaker, this question, wbicb
is one of the greatest questions that bas
ever been brought before this parliament,
bas been so tboroughly discussed that it is
difflcult for one now speaking Vo bring f or-
ward any new matter. I did hope that this
great question would be discussed without
party feeling. I did hope that the two
great parties in parliarnt, baving passed
the resolution of hast session, would bave
united in carrying it into effect. As a new
miember, I mnust say tbat I do not like
the refiections that have been made by
the hou. members of the opposition on the
righit bon. leader of the goverument and on
members of the government. Surely, Mr.

ISpeaker, the bon. gentlemen do net think


