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vhoIm aro now turning their faces back to by the GCovernment aid party in power
this country and seeking the better lani an'1 in this counîtry. to account for the depreclia-
leaving that which they have founI to be the tion in farm lands, and, as my hon. friend has
worse. So we have had these di erent been good. enîough to read the census of the
causes at work inl te line of causing this ex- United States and to give us somule of its
odus. Now, my hon. friend lias stated in facts, perliaps some day lie may give ns some
expicit terms that hIe reasnu for the exodus information as to the mortgages which exist
has been the impoilicy of the course îpursued uin that country, anct to tel us whethev, iman
by th'e present Governent and .and Iby nin, according to population, the. mort-
lias stated. that if that were reversed the ex- gages i1 tle United States do or do not over-
<idus wou1d eense. TIthat is simply bluank as- top the imortgages in the Dominion ot (Can-
sertion. He has iven o i prno in spport o. ada.. There is no doubt :oumt it. The
it, and T do not think lie can give any reason- census facts are patent and open to any me
able reasons to prove it. Wh1at is flin iievit- who may read. and within the last few
able argumeit that cmes from the cndi- years so great and so markedl as iliat been,
fion of the« North Atlantic states ? That th tlat n two sites comisions have been ap-
reason wliy tleir population is .ot lore de pointed to investigite thie iatter andi try to

pleted than it has heen. is that they havelarge propose a rermedy. In the great state of New
nufacturilng industries whiel eep and York, Governors' messages and assessors' re-

which attrac;t a large portion of tLcir peopr. ports hare; year after year, gone to their 1e.
Not only there but througliout a mchl large gislatures deploring this depreciation, and de-
portion of the United States te condition of eling that in that stIate there has been a de-
the rural population is about tie saine. Draw preciation of one-third in value durhig the List
a line north iof Virginia and easht af io h Mis- t en y rs. The hon. gentleman bas no donbt fol-
sissippi, and you wîl fid tiat m all i lI t lowed wit interest the nieaniderings of a cou-
great traict of country you can hardly discver ple of correspondents of the Toronto " G-lobe.'
a rural section which hlias largely inîcreased in who are going through the country and report-
population; iae sections the rural pop-i the state of affairs amongst the farmers.
lation luis greatly decreased. and in any By ishap or by directio they wandered
others it has remained stationary, the in- across into the state of New York, and
crease in the whole being extremely smal. they had the nianliness and the honesty
Leaving the malter of the exodus wih tiiese to state that the tale which they had from
few remarks, but not exhausting the sujcl the farmers liere as to theli nortgages
by any means. beCaUse it Woud tle muilich11 upon their lanids surpasses anything that
longer to do that. I now go to anhier point can be told as to any corresponding por-
muade 1>y t.je hn. gentlemian, and that is t1 tion .of the Dominion of Canada. So wc
alleged paliperisu anid litter destititionoif our. must take tles facts as a whole, and we
farmers. H speaks of the load of nortgages must see whether there are not wide-spread-
upon Canadian farmers, of .the destitution ing causes for this, or wiether it is the effect
and pauerim of Canadi far-mers. of the ft, a policy carried out liere at the time. I
depreciation of tarmn lands. Therî'e. agi. o not believe the farmers areto hîundreds of

pte unfairness of staing but one side of the thouisands, IPaupers in this country or on the
question. Would t nlot have bcei letter if verge of destitution or beggary. I believe
m1y lion. frie, loolding 1<) a fair disussion the Canadian farmer's lot is better to-day
of this subjcct, bad stated that there lias than it hias been at any time within the last
been « a depreeialion in farin lands, I was al.. twenty ye-s, and by comparison I believe it
most ging to say al Over 11e worbl. and is1 better than it is in any of thse
hliat tiere are certain goodc auses for it. it cuintries witlh whicii -we have lbeUel Coi-
dioes not needl my going into that at auy paring Canada to-day. Then I wish
lengtlh. Hion, gentlemen read aînd they lknow ' tri mlintion just one more point. My

hlie reasors tro which I refer. Canada is not i hon. friend, the leader of fle Opposition,
the onily country in whilh this is found. I in a smart way, if not in a very profound way,
the Tnited States it is fouii, where they had a. lite fun with my lon. friend b:'side
have a high protective tariff. In Great Bri- me, and gentlemen who belong to this party,
tain if is found, whîere thiey have froe trade. because we have a habit rit preaching up thec
My lion. friend, whom I have witlin my eye. fact that Caada is prosperous. Well. Sir,
lhas grime river a considerable portion rif Great I do not think if is a tluing for which we may
iBritain in thie hast year. I have hadi the jconisider ourselves blamable.. We say that
pleasure of seeing a great poriion of it lyself Canada is prosperous. and what is more, we
andi I have kept myself informued, anîd I amn prove if. But thecre is oneO very good rêason
hecre to-mnit t:o state that there is nothing uin outside of il others why we are forced1 to
this country or in the United States of Am- do it if we wish to keep the Canadian people
erica that can compare to thec depreciatlion rit at their proper adivantage, and ihat reaso-i
farmi landis foundi lu Great Britain itself andL is thiat hon. gentlemen opposite always forget
the depreciation of farrit'O vaes atifn- to do it, but never forget to do the opposite;
ing interests which to-day has .taken place that is, to put the disadivantages of Canada
in thiat country. So there must be before every audience and every reader that
some cause wider fhan the National they.cau possibly reach. Andi o it is neces-
Polcy, wider tha ite systemn pursuedtd sary for us to bring proof, to adduee figures,

Mr. FosTER.


