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whom are now turning their faces back to
this country and seeking the better land an‘l
leaving that which they have found to be the
worse.  So we have had these different
causes at work in the line of ¢ausing this ex-
odus. Now, my hon.
explicit terms that the reason for the exodus
has been the impolicy of the course pirsucd
by the present Government and party. and
has stated -that if that were reversed the ox-
odus wonld cease. That is simply blank as-
sertion. Me has given ne proof in support of
it, and T do not think he can give any reason-
able reasons to prove it. What is the inevit-
~able areument that comes from the condi-
tion of the North Atlantic stafes ? That the
reasoa why their pupuhlmn is not more de-
pleted than it has been, is that they have large
Cmgnufacturing  industries  which keep qnfl
whiell attrnet a large portion of theiv people.
Not only ihere but throughout a much lavger
portion of the United States the condition. of
the rural pnpuhtu m is about the same. Draw
a line north of Virginia and east of the Mis-
sissippi, and you wdl find that m all that
great tract of «'onntn vou can hawrlly discover

friend has stated in i
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by the GGovernment and party in power
in this country, to account for tbe deprecia-
tion in farm lands, and, as my hon. friend has
been: good cnough fo read the census ot the
United States ,md to give us some of its
‘acts, perhaps some day bhe may give 1s some
information as to the mortgages which exist
in that country, and to'tell us whether, man
by man, according to population, the mort-
"wcs in the United States do or do not over-
top the mortgages in the Dominion ot Can-
ada. There is no doubt about it The
census facts are p‘xtont and open to any one
who may read, and within the last few
years so great and so marked has that been,
that in two siates commissions have been ap-
pointed to investigate the matter and try to
[ropose a I'enle(i}. In the great state of New

i York, Governors' messages and assessors’ re-
rorts have, year atter \
| eislatures deploring this depreciation, and de-

car, gone to their le-

; eluring that in that state there his been a de-
" preciation of ope-third in value during the last
“ten years. The hon. gentleman has no do ubt fol-
flmved \nth interest the meanderings of a cou-

i ple of correspondents of the Toronto “ Globe,’

a rural section which has largely increased in:

population ; in /large sections the rural popu-
Iation has greatly decreased, and in many
others it has remained stationary, the in-
~erease in the whole being &\tr@nmh small.

‘they had the

Leaving the matter of the exodus with these

few renn arks, but not exhausting
by any means. because it would take mueh
‘ 1u.1°'er to do that. I now go to ancther point
made by the hon. gentleman. and that is the

alleged pauperism and utter destitution (»1 our.

farmers. He speaks of the load of mortgages
upon Canadian farmers, “of the df‘Qlltul'nn
.and pauperism of Canadian farmers. of the
depreciation 01 farm lands. There. again. is
“the unfairness of stating hut (mo‘su}e of the
S question. Wonld it not have been better if
~my hon. friend. looking 1o 2 fair discussion
“of this subject, had stated that there has
been. a d(\pmt iation in farm Lands, Towas al-
“most geing to_say, all over the worlkl, and
" that there are cortain good causes. for it 1t
does not mneed my going into that &t any
length. Hon, gontlemen read and they know
the reasons to which I refer. Canada is not
the only country in ‘which this is found. In
.~ the United States it is fmmd where th( v
have a high protective tariff. ‘In Great Bri-

tain it is f(mnd where they have free irade,

My hon. fl'l(_‘hd whom I have within my eyc.
has gone over a considerable portion of (reat
} Bmtfun in the last year. I have h: 1wl the
pleasure of seeing a great portion of it m.ysel?
“and I have kept myself mform(\d, aund T am
_ here to-night to state that there is nothing in
- this country or in the United States of Am-
erica that can compare to the depreciation of
farm lands found in Great Britain itsclf and
the deprecmnon of farming values and farmi-
ing interests which to-day has taken place

~in  that country. So there must be
some cause wider than the National
Pohcy, wider than the system pursucd
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the subject : ‘
.upon - their
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who are going through the country and report-
ing the state of affairs amongst the farmers.
Ly mishap or by direction they wandered
across  into the staie of New York, and
manliness. and the honesty
to state that the tale which they had from
the farmers there as to the mortgages
lands surpasses . anything that
can be told as to any corresponding por-
ton of the Dominion of Canada. So we
must take thest facts as a whole, and we
must see¢ whether there are not wide-spre ead-
ing causes for this, or whether it is the cffect

Lot a-policy carried out here at the time. 1

,at ‘their proper advantage,

do not believe the farmers uare,to hundreds of
thousands, paupers in this country or on the
verge of destitution or begeary. I believe

the Canadian farmer’s lot is better to-day

than it has been at any time within the last
twenty years, and by comparison I believe it

is Detter than it is In any of tihese
.ceuntries with \\hia,n we have been com-
paring Canada to-d.ly Then I wish
ito mientlon just ome more point. My

hon. friend, the leader of the Opposition,
in & smart way, if not in a very profound wa;
had a little fun with my hou. friend. b‘§1(10
me, and gentlemen who belong to this party,
because we have a habit of preaching up the
fact that Canada is prosperous. Well, Sir,
I do not think it is a thing for which we may
consider ourselves blamable. We say that
Canada is prosperous. and what is more, we
prove it. © But there is one very good réason
outside of all others why we are forced to
do it if we wish to keep the Canadian people.
and that reason
is that hon. gentlemen opposite always forget
to do it, but never forget to do the opposite ;
that is, to put the disadvantages of C.ma,da,
before every audience and every reader that
they .can possibly reach. ' And so it is neces-
sary for us to bring proof to adduce figures,



