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one or two points. The hon. gentleman stated will arrive at the conclusion that the Miiister of
that I had boasted in the streets of Halifax that I Justice deait out very scant courtesy to Mr.
was coming here to bait the Minister of Justice Justice Smith, and that the proposition which he
and to compel him to make an appointment. I can laid dowi in this letter if correct-I am not dis-
only say this much-not to characterise it with too puting it; I say the principles which he laid down
harsh a term-that the Minister of Justice drew in this letter in iny hand, if correct-places hlm in
on his fertile imagination entirely for his facts. a very false position to-day ii delaying the appoint-
That is the first time that I have ever heard of ment of a successor to Mi. Justice Smith, and
any such statement, and I certainly never made it. coiupleting the bench and enabling it to per-
The bon. gentleman says that I was inaccurate with form the iecessaryjudicial work of the Province.
regard to Mr. Justice Smitb's telegram, and I say I need harlly adu anot ler wor( to it,
then he proceeded to give his version of the becanse the lette itself states most elpati-
telegram in precisely the saine sense. I saw the cally that it was not practicable and, if it was
telegram which Mr. Justice Smith sent, or practicable, iearly ail the cases argned wonld have
which be told me he sent, and if lie did not send to wait ove- for judgîueit auJ no judge would be
it, of course, that is a matter for which I cannot available for chaniber work or for the criuinal
vouch ; but when the Minister brings down that tenus. That applies to-day with increased force.
telegram with the application of Mr. Justice Wbatever force there was ii the lion. gentleman's
Siith, we shall be able to see whether the state- contention at tlat tiîie, it lias double force to-day
ient which I made to this House is not literally nder the present condition of the beiclil Nova

borne out in fact. The hon. Minister says that the Scotia. I repeat, aud I ieed îot furtier eîîplia-
circumstances differ very naterially now from sise it, tlat if tue lon. gentlemn w-as honest in
what they did at the time he refused the applica- bis contention at tlat tine, lie should be no tine
tion for leave to Mr. Justice Smith. There is ii nakiîg au appolutinent. But I was anuazed,
just this much difference about it. He says that and I think the House was auîîazed, wlîeîî the
the long term was from December and January aind lion. gentleman toM us tlat lie haidly nderetood
February and March. Well, if the hon. gentle- Mr. Justice Sînith's point witl respect to Judge
mîanî's views were correct with regard to the neces- Jaies vacaucy. I would be ve-y sor-y to say
sity of laving the bench complete during the long tlat I loibt the hou. gentl-man's stateient but
tern, he had two months during which lie could I will say this doe it seeîî probable tîat tle
have given the bench their full number, that is to Minister of Justice, watchiîg as lie keenly does
say, February and March. But be lias allowed eve-ytliîg pertaiîiîg to the Province of Nova
February and March to pass over, without giving Scotia, knowing that Mr. Jiti(-eJaiiîes lad been in
the bench the appointment which he said in his a delicate state of lealth, kîowiîg that lie was going
letter, which I have already read to the House, to appoint Mr. Justice a îîost enineit
was absolutely necessary for the proper carrying member of lus profession, does it seei probable
on of the business of the court. He says that Mr. that M-. Justice James should have pissed away
Justice Macdonald's illness realised the apprehen- auJ the Mîîîiter of Justice know iiothiîîg of it
sion which he entertained that he would not be able until lie received e telegram f-om Mr. Justice
to conduct his work, and, therefore, the position of Smith, eayiug that a prompt appointnîent would
the bench was precisely what be had expected. reniove the dificnlty. I thiuk few inners of
Well, that may be true, but I pointed out to him this House wonll imagine sncb au extrao-dinary
and I think the House will observe, that the con- circumstance, or that tîe Minîste- of Justice was
dition of the bench to-day is much worse than the so innocent in that transaction as îot to kn>w tlat
Minister of Justice anticipated at that time, be- Mr. Justice James lîad passed away, anl that Mr.
cause, in addition to Mr. Justice Graham being Justice Smith was referring to the vncancy in that
disqualified, and Mr. Justice Macdonald being ill connection, becanse in the telegram whicb Mr.
at his home, there is a vacancy on the bench in Justice Snith sent to the Minister, as shown to
consequence of the death of Mr. Justice Smith; me, lie empatically stated tîat silce tle death of
therefore, there are three now in the place of the Mr. Justice James lie was the only jndge iu town.
two which he referred to at that time. Then Whether be sent that telegrani or not I cannot
he says, in this matter he bas been guided state, but the telegram, as shown to me, looks like
buy what was right and necessary in the public an atteupt to înislead, and it is hardly treating
interest. I do not mean to attack his the party addressed viti that respect auJ dignity
administration, I do not mean to attack his appoint- which is due to a judge of the Supreme Cour. I
ment of Mr. Justice Townshend. The House will bave brougbt this matter before the Houe and
bear me out in the statement that I said not one the letter of the Minister is the ground on wbich I
word but what is complimentary to Mr. Justice have brougbt it. I ar satisfied to leave it in the
Townshend. I believe him to be a man eminently bauds of the fouse auJ the country aud to legal
qualified for his position; but the hon. gentleman, men, auJ if they are not satisfied that tbe Mînister
I think, touched that point very tenderly, and his is departing in tbis case from the principle laid
explanations were very unsatisfactory, and lie down when Mr. Justice Smith made application, I
cannot justify hiiself to this House for keeping shai lx very much mistaken, and let the Minister
that appointment over eight months to meet what draw alI tle comfort from it lie can.
was evidently the exigency which arose, and which
required that seat in Cumberland for the High Mr. KENNY. The fouse las recogused that
Conunissioner. The hon. Minister lias endeavored the Minister of Justice bas given a fuTand satus-
to draw attention from this letter. His letter is factory reply to the very extraordinary and, as I
sufficient to condemn him. When that letter is consider, uwarranted attack made upon him this
Printed in the Hanmrd and comes to be read by eveniug by the senior member for Halifax (Mr.
legal men througbout lis Dominion, I think tley Joues). The on. gentleman bas made some ex-


