
COMMONS DEBATES.
So a free grant was demanded by that staunch Reform
papr and its friends. I have further evidence. The Globe
of B.plember 12th, 1884, esays in a leading editorial:

"BRANOB LINES IN THE NORTH-WEST.
«8ir mehard Ortwught, aneaklngoin Winuipgome days a o, said,

that thecootwuctio__c br - 1 _ Bis fl ceemeans by which the
depression in the North-West could be removed and its progress assured,
and heeuggested tbat the construction of such roadu would begreatly
enoonraged by giving the 6,400 acres of land per mile free to
the ompanies instead of charguiagtem a dollar au acre, butoneauch con-
ditions as would prevent the lands being locked up for speculation and
would promote their settlement.

teh 4 thproposa found such favor with the people cf the North-Weet
that titi Gpverament *n&denly feit themselves is>pelled almost
irresisuibly to accept the advice and follow the lead ofthe Liberal
leadert ini this as in o mazty other instances."
On October 8th, 1884, the Globe had another editorial article
headed " Land grants to railways ; the' Globe bas again
triumiphed." Again, on Oct4ber 14th, the Globe had another
Ieading article, al taking credit to the Opposition for obtain-
ing free grants. As I told my friendsin the House and
out of it, the land grant to this railway was urged before it
was given bythe Reform members of the House, notably
by tEe. member for South Huron (Sir Richard Cartwright),
and the press supporting the Reform party, or at ail
events the leading papers. And nothing, therefore, eau
be made of this cry of undue influence. But what
I complain of is the mode in which the charter was
handled or attempted to be handled. The railway is an
absolute necessity for the openirg of that country. Not
only that, but the settlers who have gone in, long expected
it. Not only that, but men have given their time, their
produce, their materials, who have spent themselves and
their goods and their cattle in trying to build a few miles
of railway, and have not received one dollar of compensa-
tion. Those people find it hard that they have not got the
road when this free land grant was given, and as the
member for South Huron properly said that it should not
be *iye to be Iccked up, but for the purpose of building a
rai way. That was not done, but the charter was hawked
about from Dan to Beersheba, as I said before, and the presi.
dent did not attempt to build the road, but endeavored to
seoure two-thirds or over qne-half of the stock, for which not
one dollar had been paid, and to see how bôst ho could put
into the pockets of himself and his friends the money which
should have gone towards building the railway. I have read
letters before, and they are in the newspapers, to show that
the great builder of railways, the member for West Toronto
(&fr. Beaty), did nt believe in building the railway first
an4 selng the bonds afterwards. I have a mess of docu-
monts her. I h ye the létters bore which will prove the
facts, if jacommjttôe as granted as [asked for in another
plae t wh will not alude. Instead of attempting
to bulld he ra4d the prsident and his friends attempted to
put t4i mn'ey in their p9ckets ; they sought to sell the
road, apâud wôèn a melmber of a syndicate in New York wrote
that the proper way-and he had been engaged in rail-
ways-was to first build a portion, say fifty miles, and
afterwards sell some of the bonds, the member for West
Toronto (Mr. Beaty) said : No, sel the bonds first and
build the road afterwgrd. He had the president before his
eye ai the time; it was th "ego sulp;"he took care of himself.
From the day the road waq chlart eednothing has been done.
It is an easy road to build.ý ifty,miles can be graded for
$ ý,000 or $3,000. Yes, with t1,e appliances they have for
grading railways to-d*y; not thé sçd4 tyle of seraper, but the
new mode of constructing railw by which they throw up
grad4s almost by mgic, a lias ben done by the Cana:ian
Pacifie Railway and otheF roafer. I heard a member of a
contracting firm, who were ont of a' job nd who possessed
some hunidreds of horseý and mules, say, last faIl, that ho
wished the preosident would let hîr i build fifty miles of road,
and, he w d oompte it befo wirter. ,f the com any
ha4egm nø1 W falli f nileu weif taven

graded and hope held out to the people of the district. That
did not, however, suit the president. It suited him better
to hawk round the charter and get possession of a majority
of the stock, for which he never paid anything, and get
power of attorney froma other directors, and get hic brother
on the Board and his relatives there, and then corne down
here, not for the purpose of securing an extension of the
charter so much, as for the purpose of shutting out the
claims ho would have to pay te honest laborers. But I fel
thatI have taken up the time of the House suffiiently long
te give an exposition of this affair. I do not feel as if I had
done a single wrong act in this matter; I am quite conscious
of that myself. Any member of the House will do mge a
kindness in pointing ont where I have overstepped the
bounds of proper conduct in this matter. I do net at this
moment know where I have done so. I promoted the road
all I could. I was anxious the road should be built, and
every one who knows me is aware that Iam not very much
of a sluggard; that I would net, if I attempted to bauild a
railway, allow the work to lie idle for years and not put a
spade into the ground; and that for the miserable ducats
[ might be able to put in my pocket I would not allow
the people of the country te go without their road all
tbis time. It has been said in a portion of the publie press
that I was an avaricions man, that I was seeking after
unholy gains. Well, my answer to that is, that the people
who know me best, the boys who have grown te manhood
by my aide in my own home, would laugh te scorn such a
statement whether made by the hon. member for West
Toronto or anyone else. If 1lerr at al, perhaps, it is the
other way. I did net feel, that after being treated in the
manner I have been treated, I should ait idly by and see
those clauses wiped ont and the charter extended for the
purpose of putting $675,000 into the pockets of the presi-
dent and his relatives, I do not think the Bill should go
into committee. I think it is the duty of' the Govern-
ment-I never advised them before in my life and I presume
they will net take this advice, but it is wholesome and manly
advice-after the revelations made,after the statements made
in the committee by the president, and which were proved
by one of his own colleagues te be untrue-after the state-
ments made by other people, who say they are prpare d te
prove their statement on oath, that the charter was being
bartered an' sold-I say it is the Government's duty te take
power themselves te build the road, and net extend tho
charter, for the purpose of giving the president of the road,
although he is a supporter of the Government, and some
of his friends who are supporters of the Government, a
chance, net te build the road, but te see if they can elltle
charter. For we have no criterion for the future but the
history of the past, and if their conduct in the futuie is
similar te what it has been in the past, they do net iitend
te build one foot of the road. I therefore say it woudb
the manly course for the Government net te allow tl?.'8 Bill
te go into committee, but te take power te themselvesto
build the road, and, if necessary, allow all the fActs
connected with the matter te come out in evidence, and
t14en act upon them. There is no necessity for thi 1Bill
being pressed for ward ito committee. It caunot becom
law until the Governor General has put his i
manual te it, and that will net be for some time. '.Vhy'
thon hurry it throngh; why not endeavor to get a tþbýt-
tom of the whole thing and act in a manly and properwY.
in regard to it? The Minister of the Interior knows-I did
not know until I saw the Mail that he said so muci l m-
mittee the other day-that this copany came, that some
of the directors came here and ask ,r an extension of the
land grant after they had shown tIeir iuabil'Ly to
construct a mile of the road. Âfter tie charter had
lapsed, because the company could net build the number
of miles required in the charter, they came to
OttaWA, i4m he Governent extqadd fho lnd &rant wi
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