
Since that time, Mr . President, our exchanges have

become deeper and more intense . Our diplomatic relations, which

have never suffered from disagreement of arV sort, are now the means

to active co-operation in the most important realms of your nation's

development. The year after our ;entenni&l celebrations, the

Honorable Lionel Chevrier came at the head of a Canadian mission of

co-operation, to study with you the areas in which Canada and Niger

might work together . Later, in response to your ot•m proposal ,

Mr. President, Canada decided to join with Niger and other French-

spealdnE countries of the world, at the first I!iaamey Conference

which decided to create the A;enccs de Coopération culturelle et

technique rrhich came into being liera two years later.

As a result of your initiative - and in addition to•our

bilateral ties - we became partners in a multilateral organization

desi_,-ned to enablib , us to i,ork together on a? :orld scale and in

mcuZy ara-as on the basis of our comraon French hcritage of language

and culture. Moreo•rer, to give further, impetus to our grouing

frier.d :;Iiip, you, Mr. President, returned to visit Canada in 19 69

and aZsin last year . These visit3 are the clearest demonstration

of the int;.mate, even "fariily" bonds i-rhich have -Xoim up bet ;reen us.

Canadian friendship for Niger is sho:n in another special

r~ by the dozcns of Canadians who I~ce been eager to come in recent

ye.lrs as replacements for those already here in various technical

~I;Jistcuice f_~.eld î : agriculture and cattle breeding, health and

economic plan:lin;;, and p-,rhaps p-irticular],y in tackl3ng the trans-

nnrtation problems .,hich Niger facss .
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