Since that time, Mr. President, our exchanges have
become deeper and more intensé. Our diplomatic relﬁtions, which
have never suffered from disagreement of any sort, are now the means
to active co-operation in the most important realms of your nation's
development. The yéar after our Centennidl celebrations, the
Honorable Lionel Chevrier came at the head of a Canadian mission of
co-operation, to study with you the areas in which Canada and Niger
might work together. Iater, in response to your own proposal,

Mr. President, Canada decided to join with Niger and other French-
spealdng countrics of the world, at the first Niamey Confercnce
vhich decided to create the Agcnce de Coopération culturelle et
technique vhich came into beinyg here tuwo years later.

As é result of your initiative - and in addition to- our
Dilateral ties - uwe became partners in a mltilateral organization
desisned to enable | us to Lofk tdgether on a vorld scale and in
nony arsas oﬂ the basis of our common French heritaze of lénguage
and culture. Morcover, to give further impetus to our growing
friendslip, you, Mr. President, returned to visit Canada in 1969
and azuin last ycar. These visits are the clearest demonstration
of the intimate, even "family® bdnds vhich have grovmn up betueén us.

Canadian friendship for Niger is shoin in another special
iy by the dozens of Canadians vho have been eager to come in recent
yeurs as replacements for those already here in various technical
assistance fieldss agriculture and cattle breeding, health and
cconomic plamaing, and perhaps particularly in tackling the trans-

portation problems .hich Niger faces.
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