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CANADA SIGNS NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY

Mr. Mitchell Sharp, Secretary of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs, has announced the signing by Canada
of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons on July 22. His statement follows:

Last July 1 was an important milestone in the
history of arms control and disarmament negotiations.
On that day, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons was opened for signature and was
signed by the United States, the Soviet Union, the
United Kingdom and 53 other countries. The main
purpose of this Treaty is to preclude the manufacture
or acquisition of nuclear weapons by non-nuclear
countries. At the same time, it makes provision for
an extension of international safeguards over the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, readier access by
non-nuclear countries to the peaceful benefits of
nuclear energy, and further movement by the nuclear
powers towards halting the nuclear arms race and
towards general disarmament. The Treaty will enter
into force when ratified by the three nuclear signa-
tories and 40 other signatories.

From the outset, Canada has played an active
part in the non-proliferation negotiations, both in the
preliminary talks which were held between 1961 and
1965, and in the intensive working discussions in the
Geneva Disarmament Committee and the United
Nations over the past three years. I am now pleased
to announce that the Government has considered and
endorsed the Treaty and the Canadian Ambassadors
in Washington and Moscow and the Canadian High
Commissioner in London have today been authorized
to sign it on behalf of Canada.

The Treaty is of major international importance.
It serves to complement the Partial Test Ban Treaty
of 193, and the Treaty on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space of the same year. It demonstrates how
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the great, middle and the small powers can work
together on arms-limitations me asures, all contributing
to and all benefiting from these joint efforts. And
perhaps most important of ail, it opens up new vistas
of nuclear arms-control. We believe the Treaty will
help to reduce international tensions and contribute
to a more co-operative spirit in international relations.
We hope all countries will recognize this and will
help to realize the full potentiel of the Treaty by
acceding to it.
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