
terms of population, resources, and nuclear potential -- is regardcd as a South Asian actor and

is widely equated with Paistan. This question of prestige is crucial to the entire debate on the

growth i Indian naval capability and will bc returned to later i titis study.

Undoubtedly, China lias structured its relations with the region to keep India off balance.

Beijing has given military and economic assistance to lndia's neighbour, and la particularly

dlose to Pakistan. I fact, the threat China poses to India la really more in the area of regional

influence than i a truly military sense. India la so dominant i its immediate environment that

the regional balance of power could not change other than by a major, and increasingly

unlikely, confrontation between India and China. Nonetheless, India lias made rapid advances

in missile technology largely in response to the threat posed by Chinese military modernization.

I reality, Pakistan la India's only military rival in South Asia, and remains so simply
because of the security assistance that it receives from the United States. I the 1980s, the

growth in Pakistani military capability arising out of US assistance against the Soviet threat

from Afghanistan lias continued New Dellhi's empliasis on the development of its land and air

power. India lias pursued its regional objectives by maitaining an ambiguous arxns-length

security relationship, with the Soviet Union, by restructuring its forces to meet contingencies on

tie mountain frontier with China, and by offsetting US assistance to Pakistan by building-up

its land and air forces. India's traditional security concerrus will remain focused on its land

borders with Pakistan and China. It lias, thus far, failed to limit tic presence of foreign naval

powers in its surrounding waters.


