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Quebec settlement 
leads t6r1'1. lit  date  
for French lea' ers 

PARIS (CP) — A conference of 
the world's French-speaking  na-
tions' leaders, postponed by a 
Canadian dispute, is now to be held 
in February, French President 
Francois Mitterrand announced 
yesterday. 

The summit — to be held in 
Paris — has been repeatedly delay-
ed over the question of the status 
of Quebec, which insisted on at-
tending as a full delegate. 

Former prime minister Pierre 
Trudeau's Liberal government re-
fused this condition. France delay-
ed the summit until the dispute 
was resolved this  fil in an agree-
ment between Ottawa and former 
Quebec premier Pierre Marc 
Johnson. 

"All the necessary accords have 
been reached," Mitterrand told an 
audience of intellectuals at cere-
monies marking the 350th anniver-
sary of the Academie Francaise. 

The premiers of both Quebec 
and New Brunswick, or their 
representatives, will be seated be-
side Prime Minister Brian Mulro-
ney. Their delegations will be iden-
tified as Canada-Quebec and 
Canada-New Brunswick. The 
Canadian flag will stand by those 
of the provinces. 

Mulroney said the status of a 
participating gov.ernment was 
offered to New Brunswick because 
of its "officially bilingual nature." 

Quebec's new Premier Robert 
Bourassa said in Quebec Thursday  

he welcomes New Brunswick's 
participation at the summit, but 
hinted there may be further tallçs 
on the role of the two provinces at 
the meeting. 

His statement contrasted sharp-
ly with that of Johnson, who said 
Ottawa's decision to give New 
Brunswick the same status as Que-
bec at the summit was a "hostile 
gesture." 

Soon after his new Liberal cabi-
net was sworn in, Bourassa said he 
told New Brunswick Premier 
Richard Hatfield, "Obviously, I 
have no objection to New. Bruns-
wick being represented at the sum-
mit. 

"That being said, there is a Cana-
dian political reality, with the.rela-
tive strengths in the different 
provinces or regions, and thereal-
ity will have to apply at the sum-
mit." 

"It's not just a summit in a for-
eign country," Mulroney said yes-
terday. "It's an instrument in a 
foreign country that can have a 
positive and favorable Impact on 
our national development where 
the respect of the two cultures, 
that is to say the two languages, 
constitutes a cornerstone of our 
national character." 

Hatfield said he will attend the 
summit to make sure the interests 
of New Brunswick's 255,000 
francophones are represented. 


