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No. 8 

Letter from Minister for Czechoslovakia in London to the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs. 

September 26, 1938. 

I have communicated to my Government the Prime Minister's 
question which he put to me yesterday after -noon and for which he 
wished an answer. This question of the Prime Minister's, as I under-
stood it, I transmitted to Prague as follows: 

"Although Herr Hitler did say that the memorandum handed to the 
Czechoslovak Government by His Majesty's Government was his last 
word, and although Mr. Chamberlain doubts very much that he could 
induce Herr Hitler to change his mind at this late hour, the Prime 
Minister may, under the circumstances, make a last effort to persuade 
Herr Hitler to consider another method of settling peacefully the 
Sudeten German question, namely, by means of an International 
Conference attended by Germany, Czechoslovakia, and the other 
Powers, which would .consider the Anglo-French plan and the best 
method of bringing it into operation. He asked whether the Czecho-
slovak Government would be prepared to take part in this new effort 
of saving the peace." 

To this question I have now received the following answer of my 
Government: 

"The  Czechoslovak Government would be ready to take part 
in an International Conference where Germany and Czechoslovakia, 
among other nations, would be represented, to find a different method 
of settling the Sudeten-German question from that expounded in Herr 
Hitler's proposals, keeping in mind the possible reverting to the so-called 
Anglo-French plan. In the note which Mr. Masaryk delivered to Mr. 
Chamberlain yesterday afternoon, mention was made of the fact that 
the Czechoslovak Government, having accepted the Anglo-French note 
under the most severe pressure and extreme duress, had no time to make 
any representations about its many unworkable features. The Czecho-
slovak Government presume that, if a Conference were to take place, 
this fact would not be overlooked by those taking part in it." 

My Government, after the experience of the last few weeks, would 
consider it more than fully justifiable to ask for definite and binding 
guarantees to the effect that no unexpected action of an aggressive 
nature veould take place during negotiation and that the Czechoslovak 
defence system would remain intact during that period. 


