
THRE IMPERIAL CONFERENCE

Mfter making the suggestion, without, pressing it, that the
titis of "Colonial (onfercnce" might now be discarded ini
laveur of "Imperial Counicil", the despatch goes on Vo say:
"His M1ajesty's government doubt whether it would be wise

or ncessry o give by any instrument Vo this council a
more formnai character, to define more closely its constitu-
tien, or te attermpt Vo delimit its functions. Tie history of
Atiglo,-,Sax-on institutions, such as parliamient or thie cabinet

aytrseems Vo show that an institution miay often be
wW]ly Ieft to develop in accordance with circumstances and,
ait were, of its own accord, and that it is well not Vo sacrifice

ehisicity of power of adaptation Vo premature definiteneas
of tern." Then Mr. Lyttelton proceeds to make a sugges-
tio to which he states that Blis Majesty's Governmiient

attahesconsiderable importance. In view of the neyes-
sarly brief session of the Conference, it is desirable, hie says,
-tat subjeets which the Prime MNinisters agree Vo discuss
should bx, s much as possible prepared beforehand by a
body on which they would be represented, and should be
pented to thein in as concise and clear a f ormn and with as
much nmterial for formiýng a judgment as possible. In

quemonsof defence, this work is already done by the Irn-
ppilDefence Commi'ttee, on which also Bis M1ajesty's

Gov(rnmet desire Vo obtain frorn time Vo time the presence
of oloialrepresentatives." The opinion is further ex-

premd, in reference Vo past experience, that "it would have
gml conduced Vo acceleration of business and Vo the

etJt f thec work done by the Conference if there had been
in existence a permanent Commission, representing A the
gtte concernied, Vo which i each case the Conference could
have directiy referred Vhe task of examining facts and report-
in as te the beet way of carrying out Vhe principles laid
4own. After citing the practîce of appointing Royal Corn-

nùWonser departmental commnittees Vo inquire into matters
irferd te them and to suggest solutions, Mr. Lyttel Von

Sncldeswith the staternent that " His Majesty's Govern-
metdsire te submit for consideration the proposai that


