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Mining Development of British Columbia -

While Nothing Spectacular Has Occurred in the Mining

Field, Numerous Properties Have the Karmarks of

Developing Into Permanent Shippers—Character of

Development Is Sound. . ot

With the approach of winter, field work in the mining
istricts of British Columbia is drawing to a close. Not
Sinee the outbreak of war have so many prospectors and
fNgineers been in the field as during the present season, and,
While it is too late yet to pass

being opened up and will be added to the list of shippers
during the early winter. But in British Columbia only three
or four properties are being developed with no prospect,
with one exception, of being added to the list of shippers
this year. ;

In the field of metal mining, considerable development
has occurred during the past summer which is auspicious
for increasing mineral production in the future. The ex-

perience of the past summer in

finds that have been made and
the developments on new pros-
Peets, yet there is some clear
efinition of progress in the
%Pening up of the mining re-
Surces of the Province.

The shipping mines of the
PI‘0vinc'e have had a mixed ex-
Perience during the spring and
Simmer, © With the exception
Of copper and gold, prices have
b?en reasonably satisfactory,
Igh operating costs have left
Yme mines with small operat-
g profits or have restricted
their outputs. In the mining of
“pper, this is particularly
trye, Exploratory work under-
Sfound had to be discontinued
ad oply those mining and

anted low costs were generally
J®ing prosecuted. The search-
g for and the mining of gold
_}las, during the spring and sum-
“er, not been especially suc-
fessful, and those mines oper-
Mng on low grade ore have
Sther had to curtail operations
i”' have been working on very
W margins of profit. Tt is

“0sts have decreased there will
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the Salmon River district, has
been of a mixed variety. The
Premier mine has been opened
up and shows mineralization at
depth and of wide extent. This
property will undoubtedly be a
persistent and large shipper in
the future. While numerous
properties under option for de-
velopment have been dropped
at the end of the season, there
will likely be several new ship-
pers in the district opened up
when development has proceed-
ed further. The signs of mak-
ing permanent ecamps in the
Salmon and Bear River Valleys
are growing brighter as devel-
opment progresses, but this de-
velopment must be carried
along on sound lines and re-
moved from the color of the
boom unless its development
will bring loss to a large num-
ber of those who participate ill-
advisedly. A large number of
prospectors during the season
were operating across the range
in the Unuk Valley, and a
large number of promising
finds have been made but
transportation is very dififeult
in that distriet and until a
great deal of development with

9t he much encouragement to-
ard the development of low ’ .
Brade deposits and so far this season no high grade deposits
ha"e been encountered among PPOSPeC?OI‘S.Or field men.
In the mining of coal, notwithstanding increasing prices,
R0t myep progress has been made in Inereasing production
nd at the present time there is a strike in the Crow’s Nest
885 district called by the Oné Big Union organization which,
1 ough not expected to last long, 18 'neverth.eless strangely
Persistant. The difficulty in securing capital except at
Uereasing expense, is perhaps delaying development of our
9al regources. On Vancouver Island very little develop-
ent work is being proceeded With and in the Crow’s Nest
488 district, practically none is in progress. On the Eastern
&l°pe of the Rockies, several promising coal properties are

the opening up of large ore
bodies has been brought about,
improved transportation will not be advisable as a financial
proposition. g

In the Alice Arm district a great deal of success
has been attained during the past season and this
district will undoubtedly prove to be a large 'and
permanent silver - camp. The Dolly Varden Mine,
the outstanding figure in the district and now attaining
large dimensions, is proving up more favorably than could
have been hoped for. Both in enrichment of ore and at
depth, the ore bodies are consistent and heavily mineralized.
Development in other properties in the distriet has brought
to light several prospeets with great promise, but much
additional work will be required before many of the pros-



