
THE VARSITY.

EDUCATION VS. LEARNING.

Mr, Parkin, Principal of Upper Canada College, in

bis speech at the University College banquet, said : IlYou
titink that yott in Canada have the best educalional system
in the world 1 tell you, gentlemen, titat you have not
the best.edttcational systent in the wonld." As examples
of better systeins, Mr. Parkin cited titose of Engiand and

Itaiy, and said tlîat wviat xve lacked in Canada was Ilctl-
turc." I Culture " is a difficuit word for anyone to deftne,
but especialiy so for orie wlio litas received bis educa-
lion wiîolly in Canada, where, we hiear oni sucli high
authority, ail that tbe xvord Ilculture '' indicates is rtot pro-
periy uttderstood. But even a Canadtan can see soet
defects in oîtr methods of ed tcating. Sonte of these, which
exist even in the University of Toronto, the keystone as t

is caiied, of the Provincial systemi, wiil here be considered.
Toronto University (10C5 not itall-mîark a matn, as

Oxford cloes and the Scotch universities are said to do.
Many of lier alurnni are riot to be distingitished fron nten
who have spent ail their lives in business in a country
town. Titis, of course, cannot be said of aul, for probabiy
the elite of the youtit of Ontario corne up to the Uni-
versity. But wlîat 1 contend is that a training here bas but
littie effect upon a mati one way or anotiier. It ts genier-
aliy true that if hie contes liere to Toronto Universty a boor,
be generaily goes away a boor, and if lie cones hiere a
gentlenman, lite goes away a gentleman. lie neither gains
nor suffers tn bis mati.ers during lus four years' stay at
the Provincial seat of Itiglitr learîiîtg. Il Learning " is hiere
used adviscdiy, for tbc University cati bardiv be said 10 lie
a seat of higiier education , sirtce it is learnitîg, not edii-
cation wiîiclî we here acqutre. No muat cati be said
to be edticahed or cultured wlîose gratîinar is defective,
yet titere are University graduates, now nearly cotînected
witi titeir alma mater, wiîo cantiot say inany worcis without
niurdering tite Queerî's Englisii, attc lthere are mnty
stuidents of whioni tite saine statenietît tîiay be truiy tnade.
Thiese graduates nmay bc anti dorîbtiess are very ieartîed,
but tiîey are not educated or cuitured. It nîay be saîd that
a nman's mantiers are of littie coîtsequence, Iliat bie is neitiier
a better noir a worse inan iîecautse lbe does not know liow ho
behave iiseif iu whatever coîpaty lite tîay be tlîrowt,
tiîoughi tliis, of course, does not cotîstitute tbe wiîole of man -
ners, wbicb is sonîetiîing mucit more clearly recogntzed than
defined. Whlen Williami of Wykeiiam buiit New Coilege,
Oxford, that wvas not iîis titeory, for lie put rip over its
gates, anti over those of Winchîester Scioo, the wortls:
IMatiners inalcyth niati.'' If titis is true, atîd if it is also

truc Iliat Torotnto University tioes tiot gtve mieti tîaîners,
it tîîay logically lie argueti tiîat Torotîto University uioes
not inake nien. Itn that case there is soinethig radicaily
wrong. Tue fauilt seettîs to tue to lie to sorte extent witli
the systein, and aiso to a less extent witiî tue meti botli
the students and tue teaciig staff.

In tue systemn ttere are two nîost obviotis defects-orte
connecteti with the curriculumin, and tue otiter wvîti a large
nunîber of students wbo have, lîy the accident of sex, anti
throughi no fault of tiîeir owrt, a iîad effect upont the rest.
B3ut witlî tiîeîî I have no desire to enter itpon a quarrel.
For these reasous this topic wvill be ieft untoucied.

'rTe curricutlumu prescribes too muci work. After
J anuary tîîost of the undergraduates grudge every evening
wiîiciî is not spent upon exatîination work. After Febru-
ary this applies equaiiy to the afternootîs, wbiie bbc morn-
ings are always spent at lectures or in the Library. Tbus
for five ntonthis ont of tue eiglit wlîici coustititte the coliege
year a nman bas no time 10 take tlîought for aîîyttiîîg
beyoud the books lie is required to read before May. Not
only lie lias uo bitne to pass away iu discussing iuteresting
subjects wîth lus fellow-students, but lie canuot spare a
single iîour ho read auy book other than those prescribed.
Now no man is examiued in even a tithe of tbe subjects

taught at the University, nor upon) a tithe of the books set
down in the curriculum ;these subjects atîd these books
forin flot one-huniidredth part of the world's wisdorn, yet for
five-eigliths of his coliege course a inan mutst (Io nothing
but read iii Ibis infinitely small department of knowledge.

The quiestion arises, IlIs il for t1iis that xve corne up to
the University ? '' It is the old question, IlDo wc want
iearning, or an educatioti ?

To a sniaii section of the undergrad itates who intend
to becornc teachiers, learning is tloubtless the printary
object ;but even iu regard to thern it is questionabie
whether tis systeni do0es not involve a loss of burnan
sytiipathy which will tend tb unfit thein for their work in
the world.

But whiat of the very mucb larger number wvho have nio
intention of adopting teaciîing as titeir life wvork, but bave
in vieW simiiiy an education, or atm perhaps at one of the
liberal professions-for instance, law ?It must be evident
that these men do not take a uiniversity course simply to get
a more or less inaccurate knoxviedge of the Thecory of Value
or the French and Germian dictionaries by going- daily
front the lecture roonts to the Library, front the Library to
their studlies at homte and thence to bed.

It mtay bie sai(i, andi wîth truth, titat in some courses
enoughi work is set down for eight rnonths to occupy profit-
ably two years of study. By doing sorne of this work
partiaiiy ami superficîally one may obtain specialist stand-
ing in sorne department, but it is riot specialist standing
for whichi we corne up to the University. We corne to get
art edrîcation, to acqutre rnanners, to, gain somte small
î<nowledge of men anci of the world ;and if withi these we
inay sectire a sr-natteringl of le'îirtîng, taut mi euix But
thiere is so much work prescribed, and it is s0 generalIy the
fashion to devote oneseif to il, that the narrow specialist
stanid itig is the alntost universal resuit.

Tfhe second great source of xveaknessý in tue prescrnt
system is the want of personal, itidividu-al interest oit the
part of the teaclting staff in the men and of the men tltern-
selves in thecir fellows. 'rTe professors care littie whether
undergraduales attend their lectures or flot, beyond the
natural desire to see them succeed as studetîts. The suc-
cess or failure of these students as men is, to, thein, a
inatter of smnall or tto importance.

Lt ntay not be, and probably is not, possible to intro-
duce into Toronto the tutorial system of the English
universities; but sonte snîall approacb to it would be of
inestimable benefit hotui to students and teachers. Had
somte sucli svstemn bee n in vogue two years agro, the
people of Otîtario would not have been scandalized by tite
spectacle of Toronto University students in open rebellioti
against their dîtly appointed mnasters. At Oxford the
undergradýiates are invited by their tutors to breakfasts,
where they uieet the niost proniinent nien in England.
These inen eujoyed talking to the students, thus finding
out the trend of thought iii the Unîiversity, and the sort of
men she is turning out. There xvas a professor in Toronto
not s0 long ago- " but tliat," as Mr. Kipling says, Ilts
ano ber story." To-day there is no vital ittterest between
meut and professors. The utîdergracluates neyer discuss
professors as men, but only as relatively good and batl
teachers ; and wlten the professors do discuss individual
undergraduates, il is as ho their capacity for obtaining
marks at the May examinat ions, andi never as meit from
wbom something may be expected after they leave the
University.

The same want of l)ersonal interest exists, tbough
perhaps ho a less degree, as behween the undergraduates
thettselves, and is againi partly attributable to the want of
limie, caused by the immense amiount of work prescribed.
But it cannot be so altogether.

Mr. Parkîn told «us in itis lecture on Oxford, that after
his first speech at tue IlUnion," haif a dozen men wbom
he hiad never seen before gave him their cards and invited
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