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So tbe conversation drifted along and was cor-
tainly most iuteresting in its character. True to bis
promise he pointed out tbe trails rouind tbe whole
feld and about siinset started for bome. Tbe last
the writer saw of bis frieud as lie stalked off alone
across the wide prairie was a wavo of bis rigbt
stumip and flapping coat-sleeve as he disappeared
over the brow of a bill. Whether he still remnains
bniried in obliv'iou is a inattor for conjecture, but
surely if lie still lives the presout prohibitiou dis-
eussions should call iihlm to bis post of duty.

A BACKWOODS COLLECTION.

Whoop !Hurrah !" enied tlie lusty treasurer,
wbirling arotind bis bead a formidable riglit flst,
enclaspiug tbe offortory of tbe Sabbatb's service of
worsbip. IlHere it is Mr. -your Reverence, and
if the wisb 's as gond as the deeci, it'd be a good bit
l)igger. Sixty-seven as far as 1 cau ruake ont." And
the Rev. - (now Dr. and Prof.) agbast, witb a

mixture of reverence and geniality, took wliat was
offered. This was after the beuiedictiou, of course,
and was a far remove from tbe way iu wbicb tbe
Episcopal priest receivos the consecrated gifts. In-

deed, it was IIaway back."
Every man's bistory and personality couint posi-

tively in a smiall community and every coin tells in

a small "lcollection." To what brancb of numis-
inaties a study of a chureh collection belougs wbo

eau tell? The manner of lifting-whother by bat

or by band, by a silver plate or by a poucb at tbe

end of a pole-is of frivolous interest, presenting
mucb less variety than the modes of raising the

tunes. lu a general way, bowever, tbe collection
bas a story to tell, revealed by its weight, complexion
and ainount. Every coin bas its bistory and stands

for buman incidents, somne of wbicb eau be traeed
in a smnall congregation. That twenty-flve cent bit

in tbe mninister's pocket was put lu by a man wbose
circumstances are accounted comifortable. He is

the business man of the little cornmnuity and a very

obliging neiglibor. He eau easily put in luis quarter
and is not meau euough to do less, altbougb taking
no great responsibility on bis shouldors for the gond
of bis kiud.

One of the few black pieces was put in by bis
little boy, who dropped it on the floor, uniuteution-
ally, six timies during the sermon, tbereby keeping
bimself awake and preventing Mrs. B's baby [rom
crying any more tban it did. Il Idyllie seasou of
cbildbood !" Another cent-nu it is a penny-was
contributed by a cauuy Sent who was taught by bis
great -grand mother that a copper is the proper thing
for Sabbath plate collections. A coin of the saine
size bu silver would bave suited bis need btter-
bis need of liberality-and have represented more

adequately bis share for the publie good. There's a
five-center by a good-niatured fellow who neyer
could keep mouey, and there's another, worn thin,
without a partiele of a letter on it, put in by au old,
stooped lady, who works bard and uncomplaining,
inilking, cooking, wasbiug, scrubbing year after year,
foi' ber 5o year old son, Johin, wlîo neyer got
inarried. Then there's a fair five by a moral,
religious sort of fellow who lacks the facultv of
Ilgetting along "in the world, although he bas a
numerous progeny. I-is borse took sick ou the way
back from a trip to bis fatber-iu-law, away up the
j ericho road, and alter a uiglit of eînpirical doctor-
ing, had to bo shot by a neigbbor. The owuer, who
ueeded a borse badly, came to church witlî a
contented mi, altliougb bis iuability to substitute
boots for profane sboe-packs was a frequeut excuse
for absence. There was a cbewed-up five l)y a
fellow whio lil<ed Seotcb wbiskey and tobacco, but
believed lu tbe cburcbi toc. There was a brigbt ton
by a maai wbo bad sold bis yoke of oxen, noble
beasts, for seveuty dollars, tbe week before, the
deal beiug by ail odds bis biggest for many montbs,
perbaps a few years. Tbere was a five, aud there
were three cents whicb bad been carefully set aside
during the week, but the greatost gift of ail was an
odd coin given by au old Scotcbmian witb tbe beart
of a cbild. He was mnerry, miusic-loving, clean and
distinct in voice, intense and open in bearing and
revereut in worsbip. He admitted staying away
several Sabbatbs because he bad no collection. Tbe
plate passed before him seemed to judge hinm.
There were bard times that season and a few didu't
give anytbing. Somnetimes the amnouut was as îow
as nineteen cents, wbile in good times it used to rise
above two dollars. It was tben tbat a sbioutingly
pious old ruan put on a quarter of a dollar and took
off tbireo ten-cent coins, bonestly mistaking a teu for
a five, twice, and assuredly ignorant of the negro
rbyie:

When you put a nickle on de plate
Does you allus take a dime ?''

Not witb a mierceuary eye did the minister view
tbat collection, given in advance as the student's
pocket inouiey, and cotinting on bis stipend, of
course, l>ut seeing in it, under somnewbat primitive
circumstrnces, an index of tbe fluancial condition,
liberality and toue of tbe little flock.

VI TALITY.
Vitality mnay be defiued as tbe power to mnauifest

lite forces, be those forces mnauifested in tbe study,
iii the court-roomn, ou tbe campus, on the street,
between the Plow-haîdles, behiud the couter, on
tbe jnudge's bench, ou tho platformn, lu the legisiative
chamber, iii the social circle or wherever the


