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THE session just broughit ta a clos~e lias 1) en a emarkably gaa(l onc as regards

thie work of the differeiît (le]artmnents. \Mille it wolld 11ardly be fair ta

lake thc haonaur classes in ail (leparUients as the criterion (if the condition of

things, stili ta a certain cxtent tlîis can be daxie, and i the case of the mai jority of

d epartmnents thc resnilt is anythîug but discanraging. 'Fle classes in Political

Science, Englisli, amdi Histary Nvere espccially strang inii nmber of students and

in c1 nalitv af m'ark dlone. In iia1tical Science, for instance, the class lias been

regarded l)y saine as a better anc than the fanions '03, class, w hich iînchuded aînng

athers the preselît assistant in lPalitica1 Science. tOnh the Nvliole, the aitcanile of

the year's work iii the Arts I.Faculty mnay be regarded as highly gratifviîig.

Sainething îx'as said iii the Arts valcdictorv ni cannection witli the l)reseilt

systeni of examinations, and a suggestion was mîade tlîat few students wouild not

wclconie a change fromi the existing niethod of having practically the only test of

tlie year s wvork ini the spring. One or two of the Science professors, one in par-

ticular, hiad instittuted the practice of holding nionthly examinations for bis own

satisfaction and incidentally for the welfare of his stiidents. \Vouid it not be

possible ta initroduce sanie sucli systeni into Arts? The exaiiations iii the Pass

c lasses at Christmas dIo liot really affect tlîe situation as thecy shouid, for the rea-i soli that they are niot, as yet, regarded as on a par with the spring tests, which are

considered by mnany students as the "be-ail and cnd-all" of flhc vcar's work. 'There

is reason ta believe that a systeni of niontliy examiinations wouild go far ta re-

1 ieve the situation, and that the resits would be mlore satisfactory ta tiiose who

teach and those who learli. it is ta be hoped that before another session carnes

and goes, sanie steps wiil be taken ta reiiiedy wliat dcs seeni ta be a real cvii. it

niîglit lic adcled tiiat sncii a maove wanld niot bc \Vithouit i)receiint as sanie of the

\niericaii universities, îiatably H arvard, hiave lonîg beeci working alaiig the Iiues

suggested.

lit is ta bc rcgrettcd iîat tue 1roceediiigs on Students' Day should îiot be

miarked bvy moîre attractiveiiess and life. Tîocîlî saiiiewliat better tlîan siniilar

affairs of previons years, tue procee(liigs tliis 37ear were aîiytliîg bult eniveîiing.

lin the 01(1 days, of course, tlîc vaiedictaries were given at Conivocation, but fromi

ail accauints, there xvere good reasoîis for îiaking tue change ta thie lîreselît sys-

tem. I-owever, there 15 nio reasoli wiiy tlîe tlîiîg slîonld be allowed ta becanie

perfictory anid lifeless. Here agaiîî we miglit wcil take a leaf froli tue book of

tlîe Ainerican colleges, xvhcre a great de'al of attention is paid ta the "commîîence-

nieCiî cxciciscs, wliîch incinde a vahedictorv address as anc of tlîe nîlost înîîîort-

aiît feattires. Tbieî agaiîi, tue tiig wauild re-act on itself, and if mîore attenîtion

were paid ta tiiese addresses tlîev woulhd be of a better qnality. lit waid be con-

si(lered an hioour ta be appoiîited valedictoriati, ;nc mcei would lîot regard it as a

thlig ta bc tiîloa(ie( on thic devotc(l lead of aiîv inînocenît fcllow-stuiffent wlîo wiIl

undertake it. At prescîît tue professors, with two5 or tiîrce exceptions, seeni ta
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