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T HE title of this interesting book
is enouigh to give one an idea as

to its purpose, and also to fill one with

great expectations, which a periisal of

the book will only tend to confirin.
Mr. Marquis is a Queen's boy and is

still remernbered arouucl the hialls as

much for his prowess on the Rugby

field as for bis literary ahility. A

large numjjber of the sketches arc fron)

his peu. There arc contributions froin

ine othier writcrs; andi of thiese one

naine in which lÇingstonians are iii-

tcrcsted is that of Agnes Mianile Mac-

bar. iVlany of the students have hiad

occasion ta enjay the lia lntality af

M îss M lachiars haome, and it is ta lier

sketches wve turn first, more naturaily

so, as flhc first two chiapters ini the

boak arc contributed by lier.
l'utt first of ahl let uis quote froin the

preface the principles whiclî have

governed thec selection of naines to he

îiclt'ded ini this book, as it is iîanifest-

ly inmpossible ta include thîe naines of

all the proininent mien wha have fig-

uire(l iii Canadian lîistory. " In thîe

case of suicl a proiniinent saldier as

Mantcain, the publishiers tell vs, s

iuchi of his life is wavcn inta the

storv of Wolfe tihat it was dcciid un-

ncccssary ta devate a separate sketch

ta lu. Ilwcver, intercsting and

vivid as is M r. Marquîs's sketch of

\Valfe, very ittle is told af Mon11ticahl

excçI)t thiat lic (lefcndccl ()ue1hc -al-
lantI andwith onsiiiiinte s i.''wi

the anc exceptian whiÏch cauiscd thîe

fali af thiat citadcL hiis attack an

Wolfe's position on tie -Plains of

Abrahiami" when lie shoulld have re-

niained bhiind the walis. Of M'ont-

calni's life and character littile is given.
"Again," we are told, " in dealing

with men of a more recent age, it wa5

thouight best to consider only those
men who have played their part in the

history of the Dominion as a whole,

and, therefore, sticb prominent Cana-

<hans as Principal Grant, Sir Daniel
Wilson, Sir William Dawson and

othiers hiave been ornitted." It would,
perhaps, have been more correct to

say that tiiese namnes are oniittecl be-

cause their field extends beyond the

Dominion. They are mnen whio have

Ieft on Canadian life an imprcss of

culture and nianhooci, and to that ex-

tent are they "Builders of Canada.''
Btut they wauild have clone as muitchi

for any nationahity intq which they

înighit hiave been born; thcy have flot

,given to Canada any distinctively Ca-

nadian featuire; and they hiave there

fore been omitted. " Tt was deenmed

acîvisable to include ail the Premniers

of thic Dominion, for, althotugh several

of them were men of comiparatively

slight importance, their position and

the questions that werc associated

witlî their namnes maRze thiem, as it

were, national figuires."

Having seen the scope of the book,

let ils turni to its contents. We have

not dlic tinme to read the thirty-thre

sketches given, niuchi as we wouild like

to (Io) so, but xvc can glance at a fcw.

Thie first two sketches are about

Jacq[ues C'artier an(l Sainuel (le Chiam-

p)lin. 'flic style is simple and vivi(l.
'lhle salient feature af the lives of thiese

mien arc given, and an occasiolial re-

miark shiows an appreciation of thie

historic valuie of certain events, which,
in theinselves, mnighit appear uinii-

portant. But the chief charactcristic
of Miss Machar's sketches is the ap-

preciation and vivid dlescrip)tion of na-
turc. Wc cannot refrain from quot-

ing a paragraph,


