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THE IDEAL LIFE.

T HE following ks the very excellent addross which
Professor watsoî l'e ently delivered to the stifdetots

in Convucatioît Hall. 'lo cîntafi it ifl Loy way wouid Le
to destroy the fnllniess' tif the message. It is, tLerefore,
Riven in fulil.

Matthiew, v . 48: '*13e ye tilerefure rerf et, eveli as yonr
l'ether whieh 15 in heaven is iperfect."

These wurds express the ideal of the Chi'istian life.
TLey set before oui' iuds a stantlarti of ciuty that
Seeins to Le absolintely andti or ever beyond our reaeL.
Cilnscions as we ail are of our sins anti limiitations, Ilow¶
caln W'e (lare eeu to aspire after it ? NYiIl fot the iîîflnite
altitude to Le scalecl ud p ini ns ai. înotion of Lopeless-
fless and tiespair, anti paralyse oun, Lest efforts ? WVere the
iral set hefore nis finiite ;were we siîoply told to niake

the iliust of onr itatural puwers, to eqnip orselves ait ail
Points for the wnrk of lite, to acqisire the knowledge anti
the practicai experience tbat go to make tLe gooti citizen,
end to adorni ourseives witL the graces of cniture anti te-
finement ;we sboîsld feed titat, aitLotight lnche was ex-
Peeted of 058, we yet were nuot comîinaiided tu realize the
unirealizable. Bot nu snehi limite(l iea is presented tu
nis. ,fo Le perfect is to attaits the infinita. is it not, tLen,
Worse tLau presumuption foîr a weak and erriiig murtai tu
eln at inflnity ? In tLe itîca of the fanltless perfection of

Oud1( are embodied ail the Lighiest elemients whieli tbe

Unfitedi thongLt of mii, race lias Lecti aile tu oiceive ;and

flot ult1Y su, Lut we are conscions that in unr Lest
lilomenits we calnot grasp even in iclea ail tLat infinitude
WLicL is sonjînet up anti rcalized in HM. The perfec-
tion Of (oinidtltes tise itlet of ait absolute huoly will-a
Will in WliicL titere is nu) coîtliet. nu dislîaroîony, nu0 evil,
LUt onlY the free anti spontaneus expression of goodness.
It Illies, ait inifinite teîîîerness, that atimits nu faintest
teint oIf selflsliness, nu0 ILrsh tor diiscordatnt iiotc to unar its
fenîtîtle8 Larînoîy.' It nicans an intellectoal. vision that
flasLes Over ttll the heighits tandl tepthis of Leiîîg ;a vision
tLet sees the wiîuîe niverse at a glaiite, anti is free froîn

lthe hase uft he past, anti the onrealizeti vacnity of the
future. The realization of perfection, as thns conceived,

isiaiety jumpussiLle for mian.
Yýet, is tLere nut a seise in wiîicL the ideal of ilîfinitc

Perfection is 'lot tîltogetiier unattaiîtable ? Nay, is tiiere
flot e Seulie in svhiclî it is attaiiiaLle jsîst Lecause it i5 iln-
finit? eh ideal of the ýi eek iras ilfinite iticai. Tt
CoOlsIsteti il, tLe perfect flexiLiliîy, grace anti syiiîmtti'y
Of the Lotly ; ini culture anti refinemnent ; anti iln simtple

deo'nto une's own country, SueL an ideal is itut tu
bcdesp8e('- It contains iii gertn the Itighier ideal ut

ULCrisietyý f Or it is the glory of Our religion tat it as
Isrtiinto itseîf ail the Liglier eleioteots of the etLnie

religions, and expenîied tuenti to inflnity. WV at tLe Les-t
Iliilds Of (ireece conceiveti to Le tie troc life uf inan
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('Lîistiaolity accepts, Lut it gives tu it a new aid Liguier

inleaniang. Te (ireCk was 'lot N-r11g il, attaching ioîport'
anice to the perfection uf the bodiy, ciii ini viewing physi'
'c(al trainiiig as essu'ntial to tLe protdnction of the efficient
citizen. [le wis not îvrung iii styiîîg that knuowleîige anti
culture andt reflînneiit iîeip ttt lift àt mail aiove the
grussness uf sense. Notr was lie wrong ii Lis duvotion to
the state. The weakitess of (ircek ciViliz ition lay ratîter
in this, tLat it put culture il Place ut dulty, tLe lite of re-
finement for the life of the spirit ;andt1i refore it neyer
graspeti the principie whieL enabLes nait to Le a ''felinir-
worket' miti <;ud." Nut evcrY unle bas 15y nature a struogi
anti healtLy body, wvîici le cat train to flexihiiity and
grace. Non ciel y 015e ctn lire tLe lite of tLe seholar, or
titroir iiitsaif iîtraiotoied intî af'airs of stttte. Tiiere-
foie îILe civilisattion of (Ireece, w'itii ail uts Lrilliancy,
raîsefi np ait itoipassabLe Larrier Letirfeit tite strong anti
the weak, the ricli andl the pour, thte cîuitoî'etl andtihe un-
coltnred, Letireen mraster ,îiiî slave, litai anti woiîaîî.
'ie very saniie peuple tLat Las Lequectiiet to tLe rac
tauîticîs protinets of art, anti tiiet firsi taniglit tie wonîid

the ineaniiîg of al politicai cunstittin, tegratedtihe
sccretiness of woînanLootl, anîd desecratedl lni-mnity in
tLe slave, tue scoorge, tLe cliî! Andt ail titis crose
fruin its funite iticai of Lotian life-ani itîcal tLat mas at-
tttinaLle, îîut lîy tuil inen, Lot 0111Y¶ L)y the feNv mito were

priviiegeti ini Lirtit, in cuiture ati ini thve Possession ut
worltlly goofis. The wisdloîu of the Greek was, il, St.
Pttul's langoage, ''n word, nut in power." Even tLe uni-
versai licîevolence of later Stuicisîti, wLiei inî forîn seîns
att silinlai' to the fChristitan itia Of Uniiversal L)rtîtlicrho,
was in, its spirit essenticlly tiliferent ; for the Stoie mas
teinteti with a parsonal pride in ILis own rigîteoosness,
aînd a liaughity tiisdain of otiters. Ris cosuopuîtîîsî
cruse ratiser front self-isolation, iîîtitl'erence and con,-
tempt titan freîn love. Christianity, un1 tLe otiter band,
strikes at tLe routs uf ail seIf-righteonsiîess Ly preseîîting,
ais wLat tise tlivinîe itian in ois deinantîs, the stanîdardî uf
absoînte perfection. TLus it Lreaks dumît the ntiddle-wcli
of partition Letweeen Jeir and Gentile, Greek and bail
barbait, Lontt andt free. WVietier free or ini eLains, a meut
untîy lic tLe Lortis frecînanl. 'Thi ideal ks îlot to) Le found
reaiized in tue prinîces uf titis world, but ul, ILis, mio is of
a hlînîte anîd coîttrite spir'it. rThie work ut a lnas, is
not tu Le îneasored hy Lis att-ainitients or Lis social Puai-
tion, Lot Iîy tihe ineasture ini iLici tue Hloly Spirit tiweîîs
it Iiiîn. ThLe itîcal. is 'iot eitlore anti refimîcîneut, Lut
<'Luliness nîitu tise Lurti." A iusan irLuse iîoîily preseuice
inay Le weak anti coittemtptibLe, ani wlîuse lalîgîage may
Le rudte anti ungranîmatica'l, unay yet Le realizing the
itîcal. ; whiie tihe mati ut cuture, in Lis pritie andi vain-
giory, is fiîoîersed in the lite uf tLe flesîs. Have we ilut
ail experietîceti a saviîîg feeling ut Lumiliation ut tue pre-
seîc tif soli simîpie, seif-îienyinig Clîristiaît, wiîo) tîneoit-

scioussiy sLOwed ns lîy lis exaile whlnt it is to "waik ln
tLe spirit." it is îlot whct me i10 or acquire tiat cutn-
stitotes truc religions, but tise spirit it whlîiL me live.


