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EDITORIAL NOTES.

LAsT year the Ontario (4overninent estab-
lislhed a binder twine factory iii connection wîtlî
thte Central Prison at Toronto, but it does nlot
appear to. have been a very profitable venture.
Thie prison authorities have qdi-itted that they
inade a loss the first year of $10,000 and thev
liave furthcr adimitteci that they cannot coin-
pete with the regular factories in the manu-
facture of twine. That is, that with prison
labor and no wages to pay, the3- cannot make
twine any cheaper than the regular x-nanuifac-
turers, who are gixrifg profitable employmnent
to a large nuiniber of citizens. We wish to cail
tice attention of the farîners of the west to this
fact. There has been a considerable demand,
for f ree binder twine in the West. Binder
twine is one of the things regarding w,ýhichi
dhere has been a popular demand for the re-
iinovai of the duty . Froin these facts it wvould
appear that there has uîot been a great mnargin

11o0n twinc, and evidently mnanufacturers have
iiot taken advantage of the duty to incrêase the
1 wice. Whcn the regular înaiiufacturers have
knŽn selihng twinecheaper than thc governiment

wvagcs to pay, it seerns conclusive evidence that
die farîners have been gettig twine at very
low prices, in proportion to cost. This then
b)eing the case, wvould indicate furtlîer that the
duity does nlot increase the prîce of twine,
aîîd tiierefore the dluty is not a drawback to
tho farier. Thle more manufacturing wc
(u have doue at homec, the botter it is for the
farmiers. A duty whicl keeps otforeigu goodls
aiid ieads to th-; manufacture of the goods at
biorne, without increasing thieir cost, is a direct
gin to the farmners, as the cmployment of an

iiidustriai population provides a, market for the
la tiners' produce. M'hy thon agitate for the
remnovai of this duty? After ail, tiiere is no
iniarlzct of se much value to the farmer as the
homie mnarket. Export markets are necessary
for surplus produce, but the home miarket is ai-
ways the more profitable, and the portion of
tlie farmiers' prodiice sold at home brîngs a
greater proportionate return than what has to
lýe sent abroad. rlhis eari be iliustrated ini the
c-ase of wheat. Manitoba, liard wvheat has beciî
selling during the past winter and spring for

aÉlln purposes both here and ini Eastern
401ada at froin ten to twenty cents per bushel

albovc expert values. Ii other words, the
Hanitnba farmier lias obtained ton to twenty
cents more for his wheat for honte consumrption
tlian hie could have got for it in E ngland. This
shiows the value of the hoine market to the far-
inier, and xvhat is truc of wlieat is true of about
e\vcrytinig else the fariner lias to sel1 . li fact,
soine classes of produce cannot be exported at
dil, anîd wouid be valuclcss cxcept for the home
iiarket. It is sonietimes asserted by unthink-

i114 persons that the f actories of Eastern Can-
ada aare of no bonedit to the western farmers.
'I'his is, of course, a -vcry unreasonable assertion.
'J'hese factories give emnployiment to a large
iiiitiber of mnen, xvho makce iip the home inarket
for the farmners' produce. As we have already
shiown, Manitoba farmers get a nîuchel better
Inice for tlîeir w~heat in Eastern Canada than
ilhcy eau get for it in any foreign country.
Thiese factories, whiclh it lias heen samid are of
lio benelit, are the principal factors iii produe-

igthis market for Manitoba wheat. *Wlien
the fariner buys Canadian-made binder twine,
or farm iunplenîeuîts, or any other article of
l'orne manufacture, lie lias the satisfaction of
knowing that lie is inidirectly paying for these
;irticles in trade. Wlîat arnourits to the saine
ting, lie salis bread and nieat and vegetables
te the homne industrial population fromn whoin
lice buys his imlemrents, clothimîg and othier re-
I [Uirements. This is a fair exeliange, and is a
,0 o1 reason why the farmier, above ah others, is
iiiterested in having a large industriai l)opula-
tion at home. It aiso shows whY the fariner
.âlould buy hie-mantifactured, iii lreference
lo foreigni-iiade, goods. Thie f.imier,ias welhave

showvn, feeds the mari who niakes the home
goodIs. On the other hand, ho receives no such
lienefit fromn goods mnade abroaci. To carry out
tlîis reasouîing to its proper conclusion, it is
evident that those whio gîve a preference to for-
eigni goods are doing what they eau to destroy
their own mnarket and buiid up a market for the
benefit of the farmiers of some other couutry.
As the liorne miarket is by far the mnore profit-
able mnarket for the farmer to seli in, it is iii
lus intcrest to encourage the building ilp cf tile
home miarket by every means in his power, and
this home nmarket <lepexids înainly uponi manu-
facturing,

TrIE saying that figures won.'t lie, mutst have
becui iuvented before political partizanship be-
caiie thie iistituition thtit isto-dIay. The way
figures can be unanipulated to serve party pur-
poses, is somnetlîing astonishiug. Tliere is
notlîing whîich can be made ta lie ta better ad-
vantage tlîan figures, for they have the sein-
blauce of trudh, and therefore make the lie
appear more rl,. rj¶he more truthful a false
assertion may apathe greater is thie lie con-
tairied therein. When figures are so ri -ii-

pulated as to present a case in a falsp liglit,
they arc the mnost deceptive of any deception
which can lie liracticeci. Unprinicipled politi-
clans understandi well. the art of rnanipulating
figures and mnaking thein lie to the best ad-
vantage to suit their own enîds, knowing. as
they (Io, that there is no lie so rcadily absorhed
as the statistical lie. This has been exempiified
ini thle tradc rctiîrns. Thie other day we picked
ulp a paper and noticed an article headed as
follows: 'Canada's Dccliiug,, Tradc, Graduai
Falling ofi. of the Coîîuîîierce of the C'ounitry."
Tfhe article wvent on to show by the aid of
figures, deftly înaniptulated, that the country
wvas going to wreck as fast as the iniquitous
policy of the governrnent could drive it. The1
ver)- next papcr takcn p-hi happened to
be on1 the opposite side of politics, contained an
article headed thus: ' Woîîderful Expansion
of our Trade. Rteturis Shiow a Mlost Grat.ifyinig
and Prosperous Condition." The article which
followed shoxved the country to be en.joyiîîg a
veritable wavc of prosl)erity. Striking uipon
these two articles one just after pernsing the
other, each showing exactly tho opposite con-
dition, though baseid on the satine facts, wvas
enough to pr ovolze, a sinile, Nvere it not for the
s-erious nature of the business. rillere is a


