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quickwitted, and adroit at imitation. Tbey have produced
undoubtedly a hast of clever modellers, sa that now from
ail over the world articles de Paris are sought. They have
produced much more than this, worthy, enthusiastic and
conscientious scuiptors, çwho have successfully wrought out
their own ideals to their highest limit, and whose works
deserve and recoive admiration. But, with ail this wil-
lir.gly concedod, have thoy attained the highest place ; has
France ever given to the world one preëminent scuiptor ?1
In the annals of a notable art, thero are namnes which any
ordinarily educated person would blush net to know. Ia
any one of these French? Iif the measure of the old Greeks
is unattainable, and that of Michael Angelo and the Italian
masters beyond reach, whero and when can they show aThor-
waldsen or a Canova 1 And if this be truc that no pro-
éminent French sculptor has ever arisen, how can the fact
ho accounted for?ý The answer soeems only to be found by a
consideration of the national character and the genius of
the people. lJndoubtedly there is an affinity hetween lit-
erature and art, and what the French are in litoraturs, so it
may ho assumed they are in the mnost serions branch of art.
For exemplification: Some five yoars ago the Pll Mal
Gazette publicly claimied that forty literary Englishmen
cauld be pitted against the forty Immortals of the French
Academy. A French journalist, astounded, went ta M.
Taine as the chief authority on English literature, to got
the list condemned. To bis amazement and disgust, the
dlaim of the l'al 41MAIl azete was sustainod, and the
interview was thus concluded hy the eminonit critic:

IDoubtless we are Ruperior in one branch of lettors, in
light and frivolous literaturo. Tiiere wo are the masters,
but that is net the kind that wiIl ever givo us the super-
iority. And in other branches, in poetry, history, philoso-
pby and science, we are inferior." M. Taine had said:
IlWe have far too great a bliof that we are tho firat
littérateurs8 in the world," and go it may ho said that. the
French have far too great a blief that they are first in the
world in art. With ail the multitudes that have practis,3d
it, certainly they bave not lcen first in this severe and
serions, aibeit beautiful, art of sculpture. The French
have boon pithily characterized as " a Rceptical people who
could produce a Voitaire, but nover have producod a
Shakespwtrný," and so it înay bco said fiat to-day they can
prosoent a Frémiiet, but xevor have given a Thiorwaid8sen to
the world. ifnvAIERT R. FaRvaI.
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Ii' 1 could catch the swift elusive breeze,
Flitting away with titolen, sweot perfumnes

0f violets and anemnones, and ail thre blooaH,
'[bat freight the snowy boughls of orchard trocs.

If 1. could learn theo strain of ail the nusl,
rflat dance and diinpleo 6cr thoir rocky gladeos,

And songs of nrating birds, in ferny shades,
With wisperings of the leaves on wooded bills.

If 1- could gathor ipples fromn the grasis,
That overflows the siopes te shimmreing tops,

And prison ligbts and shadesi, in valo and cepse,
And bine ethereal miats, of inountain pass,

With one lush, perfect day of June I'd send,
Warm, soft, impalpable, and love should be,

The messenger, that bore the gif t fnom me,
And left it ini the study of my friend.

And you wouid find youn dulI room glorifiodj
And reaching out to joyous summor skies,

My recompense would bo, your glad surpriso,
A subtle, paasing thought of me beside.

EMMA PLAYTIER SEABURY.

ART INOTE11.

MIL. GÉORGic BRUENECI1, the wel-known Toronto
artist, is paying bis old home a visit. Mr. Bruenech bas
been spending sevoral montbs in ditienent cities in the
States--sucb as Detroit, Cleveland and Washington.
We are glad ta know that though his pictures have soId
successf ully ini the States, ho doos flot intend to leave Can-
ada, but purposes spending part of the year bore and part
in the States. Ris Muskoka scenes met with especial
favour, and xnany people at once identifled the localities
dopicted. A veny fine water-colour by Mn. Bruenoch,
penhaps the finest that has yet appeaned from bis brush,
ma ea'h seen from the window of James Bain and Son,
bookseliens, King Street, Toronto. The snbject is IlThe
Nortb Cape, Norway." It oea> intereat our readens to
know that the obliging Nonwegian captain stayed his
steamer in the roliing swell wbicb is so well depictod, for
an hour and a-balf, and wbilat lashed to the nailing, with
two sailors holding bis material, the artist laid the founda-
tion of bis striking and successfui picture. The biliowy
sea, the bluff cape, the approaching steamer and the tout
ensemble are admirable.

MES$SS. LOWELL, of Boston, U.S.A., have publimhed a
large steel engraving of Mr. Paul 0. Wickson's picture of
Antevolo, a celebrated Detroit race horse. IL la said that
the horse is a very handoome animal, and that the scene

of the picture is a road in Claineview Park, on the shore
of the beautiful Lake Sb. Claire. Though we have seen
neither the painting nor the engraving we are assured that
bat.h are of excellent workmanship.

SPEArciNG of the way Andnew Lang and othens view
pictunes, the Magazine a/ Art aays : " lu strong contraït
with the meteoric movements of these busy editors is the
soben pace of the critics. But even hore thene are excep-
tions. Mr. Andrew Lang, for example, who toail appear-
ance merely saunters leisurely around the roomns, and thon,
after resting languidl>' for a few minutes, disappears with
seemingly but a ver>' incomplete notion of the exhibition.
But nead his billiant article in the next Saturday's Daiiy
NVews (for the Press is requested Lo publish nothing about
the exhibition il after the pivate view), and after seeingy
bow accurate and all-embraçing a note h-)bas taken of it
ail, you will wanden bow it was done. Mr. Hnmpbny
Ward, even thaugb be bears, Atlas-like, upon hi,, shoulders
the weight of the Times, does not gnndge himself a few
minutes' relaxation in conversation with his l)rotbor and
sister critics. 0f the latter, indeed, as 1 have already
bintod, there are legion ; but amang thcm are a fsw wbo
are an honoun ta their craft. Mrs. Beavington Atkinson,
for many years connected with the Portfoio; Miss Dyer,
the nogular nepresentative, except at the Academn>, of the
Daiiy News; Miss Rasa Gi11, of the E.vcléange an~d Mari,
whose intelligent criticisme and unusual knowledge and
appreciatian of the technical qualities of engravings as
well as of picturea make her, it must in fairness be confes-
sed, notable amang the critica Ilaf an>' sex "i; Ldy' Colin
Campbell, sometime amateur-painter, and now the critic
for the Jorld, Mrs. Whitley, of the Ladys Pictoriai;
Mrs. flumphrey, of the Evening News; aud, esîmciaily,
Miss Hepworth Dixon-these are oft4to best and ieost
doservedly knawn of the lady-writers."

MUSIC AND THkI' DRAAMA.

POLAND had a fieid-day recontl>' at Paris at a chamber.
music concert; the programme was alinost to an itini made
up of national music, interpreted appropniatel>' b> two
Poli8h oxecutants, MX. Stojowski and Garski. 'The
critins single out for spaciai prais'e a new sonata for piano-
forte and violin, by Z-'lotski, l)irectGr of the Con4erva-
toire of Cracow.

ACCORDINU ta the American papers, Mr. Jerome Hop-
kins in delivering a lecture entitled II Musical Qmacks
ciassified." His discouirse in a froe expo4uro of soîne of
aur speculative institutions which attractod thre lecturen's
attention when over bore. Someoaf our proinent char-
latans and sbam degree hoiders are delineatod with a power
that would hvdly be appreciated by thre gentlemnan thus
individualized and photographod for edificatian.

HEit MaJesty's Theatre, l-laymarket, the scono of many i
oporatic glories and musical triumphs, will soon ho nuni-
beired with the things of the past. The furnituro and fit-
tings have been braught ta the lianmer. Amongst the1
items wcre the elabaratel>' arnamental proscenium, sur-
înounted by the Royal Arme, sold for two guineas, and
the drop-scene painted by Telbin, and produced at a cost
of .92,000, knocked down for £6 15a ! Sic Transit gloria
mundi. A firat-class botel is to ho built on the oncei
ciassic site.

OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

Acaosa riEmPLAINS, WITII O'HEîî M.îHMLErîS AND EssAys.
B>' Robert Louis Stevenson. New York : Charles
Scribner's Sons; Toronto: Hart and Company. 1892.

It in ratirer lato in the day to citicizo Robert Louis
Stevenson, a name ta conjure with in thre realm of present
day Englisir Literature. Mn. Sidney Colvin, in a graceful
prefatory lette o thie author, says sa ver>' trul>', I"iL in
yonr prose thre public wish ta nead, not mine. " And though
the sbeaves of golden prose gatbered togetiror in tins
volume fan the doiectiation of those wbo will delight ta
feasti on them, have ingly fed tbe litenan>' public in daya
past, frontirhe columna of Fraser's, Longinans', the
Magazine ol Art, and Scribner's, tire>' are hors made thre
more weicome b>' juxtaposition. IL ma>' ho strange, butc
it is neventheless true, that a bundie of oid essaya by1
Stevenson, made into a new volume by fresh paper, printc
and binding, in inflnitely more attractive toaLiousands of
tire lovera of lettons than tire lateat book af many a well-
known author. Thre secret is nat far afieid. It lies in
Lire geniua of the man, in the magic of his style, in the
surpassiug beant>' of bis language, and bis weird master>'
aven bis aubject matter. Let tire reader who doubta, and
wbo canes ta do it, test the matter by contnasting any one1
of the twelve essaya in this volume from the firat I"Acrosa
the Plains " ta tire last l A Chisitmas Srmon,"-we make r
no reserve-witi an essay b>' an>' weii-kuown writen on a
somowhat sirailan subjoct, and ho will none the leas, we
ventune ta say, appreciate Robent Louis Stevenson.é

CYCLOPEDIA OF' HISTORY. In two Volumes. New York:
John B. Alden. 1892.

Thre publisher of this clean, compact and concise work
announces that it in Ilbtough complet.e in itseif, yet ac
depantment in Aidon's Dictionar>' Cyclopedia." A venye
sonviceabie wonk la comprised in the8e two volumes of%
about 1,000 veny closely printed pages; it is in keepinga

with the character of tiose cieap, populan yet ver>' useful
publications issned b>' the samne publishen, many of whicb
bave fromn timo ta ime been noticed in these columna.
Tire firat volume deala with countnies comprised between
tire lettons A and G, beginning with IIAbysainia," and
cnding with IlGniana." The second volume begins with
"lHanover " and ends with IlZuiuland." Though the
United States are roserved for a sepanate volume, twenty-
one pagea are given ta a notice of tic continent of
"Amenica." Eacb country is noticed under suitabie
boadinga, and a neasonable effort bas been made to deal in
just proportion with each. We find under the sub-ieading
IAmenica, British," tire fallowing admission: I Besidea

touching, actuailly or virtually, ever>' considerable power
of tic continent, Engiand, in tire new world as in the old,
commanda neariy even>' tunning-point in navigation and
commnerce." Under "lBrazil " we find that eventa are
raced ta the deatb of Dom Pedro Il., at the end of iasL

yoar, the fali of Fonseca and the risc of Peixotto ; and the
candid admission is made . I So fan the expenience of the
Repnbiic bas contrasted not wbolly well with the unsel-
fish and democratic rule of Dam Pedro." "Canada"
receives twelve pagea and is not unfairl>' deait witb. Thre
chief objection ta tic wonk is the amalineas of tire print,
wlrich we take to ho Ilbrevien," but used as a work of
reference this' objection abouid not ho pressed, espociail>'
in vrow of the tritling coat of so much important and use-
fui information.

TALES ANID LEGENDS op~ NATIONAL ORIGIN OR WIDELY cUR-
RENT IN ENGLAND PROM EARLY TiIMES. Witb Criticai
Introductions b>' W. Carew Hazlitt. London : Swan,
Sonneachein and Company'; New York : Macmillan
and Company' Toronto: Williamson and Compan>'.

Mr. Hazlitt bas gathered togethen between thre same
covers in prose version a representative numben of tic nid
legendan>' taies wbich have for centuries floatod in poetic
or other forai along the mangin of the stream af English
litoratune. It ea>' faini>' ho said that among the firdt
litoran>' treasuros of thre Englisi boy or girl gathpned on
that eînpting sirore are tire taie of IlFortuzzatus 'J'et tire
"wisbing bat "; tire stor>' of the splendid archer " Robin

lloocl," or thre narrative of famous Il Dick Whitting-ton,"
four imes mayon of London. Tborrgh tireo and kindred
taies are minglod with the brigirtest necollections of child-
irood in tire forai in wici the>' were thon fainiliar, the>'
nevertheless linger with ns in later ycars and kndie tire
imagyination of eacir new generation as the>' stili picaso7
the failinig fancy of tho old. 'Thie comrpiler bas with nro
inconsiderablo labour sought to trace each stor>' bois pre-
sentod ta its source; to soparate tire wheat fronm the chai>',
or lu otiror words ta give tire authentic version as far as
possible. Each of the taies is preceded by a citicai note
indicating tire sources of autirnit>'; the varions neadingas,
and views of other compilons ; and in tact suppiying in
lange mensure ta tire eider reador sncb information on tihe
subject as ho may often have ionged for in vain. Thre
language used in tic talcs is an adaptation of tire quaint.
neas and character of the oid narrative, ta the demanda
of the present day, and iL is a b>' no means unsucces8ful
onc. Somo neadens aoabject ta the fine aid ballade
IlC[revy Chace," and tireIl Battle of Otterburnn" i4eing
rendened into prose, but to us tire attempt is justifled b>'
tbe end attained in "la prose nendening, true ta Lie sub-
stance and sense." Thre contents of the volume are divided
under IlSupennaturai Lgends," af wbich tire are ton ;
ilFeudal and Forest Lggenda " include six ; of IlRomantic
Logenda " we have twelve ; and "lDescriptive and ilumor-
ou@ Legends " number seven. Mr. Haziitt's high biblia-
grapirical reputation gives tane and chanacter ta anytiring
that comea fnom bis hand. Tis volume is no exception
ta tiere me. IL i8 beautifiil>' printed, in boid type, on
aupenior papen ; is tastefuil>' bound, and provides 486
pages of fascinating roading for young or oid.

Tiua QUEBEc CTi, 1774. B>' Genaid E. fiant. Limited
Edition. Montreai. 1891.

Thia pamphlet embodies a papon nead b>' its author
before tire Societ>' for Histonicat Studios in Montreal,
November, 1890. Iu it Mr. Hart.gives a dlean and con-
ciao view of tire atato of affairs in Canada prion ta tic
paaaing of tins memorabie enactment, duning tie negimes
of Governon Murra>', Lt.-Col. Irving and of Sir Guy'
Canleton nespoctivel>', and immediatel>' aubsequent tirereto.
Hia commenta an tire cianacter of tire Governors of those
cari>' days and tire conducti of tire people wiom tiere'ned
anc keen and incisive. It will surprise man>' to nead irow
higiri>'tire Froncir-Canadian poaaantry valrred tire new
libenties and pnivilegea acconded tirem b>' Britishi mie.
In tire words of tire autior: Il Fitteeni yeana of libert>'
outweighed ans bundred and fifty yeans of Lie former
religious and militar>' <b)minancy." Ho furtien says:
IlEvidenti>' a plebiacite would bave aitened Lie destin>'
of Canada, for an overwbeiming majorit>' wouid have
declared in favoun of tire adoption of tire wioie body of
Englisir customs and laws, and tire Englisi language wouid
in a gencration or two bave foiiowed, as bas actuali>' taken
place in Louisiana, tire sister Frencir colon>' of Amenica."
Lt is anomalous tirat a people of foreign anigin and Ian-
guago siouid form sncb a large portion of tire population
of a groat Britishr Dominion. Tire incompeteno>', ignor-
ance and siont-sigitedness of aur eaniy ruions are blame-
wontby. Tire resuit bas in man>' respects heen objection-
able. But wby bomoan tie reoros of tire past i Are flot
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