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duePlissys or Scaligers. A hirgher pilane of lf-rw
'flg higher as the centuries grow older-has whetted the
%PPetite for knowledge, and larger wages and State educa-
tiol0 haie supplied the wherewithal to Dobtain it ; but the
kloeledge of good and evil is stili lacking. Hence the
pletacle of a million devotees of such visionary theories

%8 the lliversal eradication of poverty or the sole landed
PoPrietorship of the State. llowever, the epigram decry-
'0g the hulk of the book requires qualification, and so does
the decrial of a spread of shaliow knowledge. It is a
Phase through which it seemis modern European and
Ameican peoples must pass. We cannot expect old beads
on Young shoulders, and we muet expect young heads to

be oetime,, carried away. Nevertheless, thougli we
llOIt acquiesce in the stat3ment that it mnuet needs be that

Cec oule, no small blame attaches to those by whom
hY one The leaders must be shown to be biind ere
hoth faîli nto the ditch. Unfortunately the leaders are

hNIId OOY 11n one directonthe evil results of error and

qighte theory. As regards their pockets they are keen-
Jighte nougb. Accordingly we see fioods of worthless

6r enlivened and made attractive by the most
bl'ertiOus of devices. And these are absorbed by the

to'Rniybread h whîle the substantial and truth-seeking volume
6nasserly bcr de, r apurchaser. The tastes of the

Maeeail rueand to this taste the hook-makers pander.WiltheY ever be persuaded to attempt the education of
tt ta'te i So long as they live by their books, and com-

1ýtt5ni keen, îrobably not. The oniy hope is that,
etPt the "vil of cheap literature, popular taste will

PduallY irprove. Aiready there are signe of this.
'&"Rih classics are 110w puhlished as cheap as shilling

drafî fen cheapur. If these pay-and thuir exist-
M ay bu taken as proof that they do-perhaps in time

byW'11l()net their rivals from the field. But doubtless

't'gewill be long.

T 11 ntructors in athleti:s at the universities of Yl
O4eranld.Amuhersthaebn making soine interesting

',ainiwith reference to the effects of smoking upon
Physique of the college student. We do not know
hehrthose who conducted these enquiries entered upon

the" b h a y es o rj d cs u h rp>pta8 nohrany Pret ýh ssio nsoprudebtthe
'lot taîrlya1e0'reasnt u ose that the observations were
rit made and acurateiy recorded. The consensus

rest ult8 in the two institutions is decidedly unfavourabie

ex th- use of the weed. Dr. Seaver, who coud ucted the

el ot" at Yale, found that those studeuts who did
llo Ue tobacco showed a gain over those who were addicted

SUse Of twenty pe, cent. in height, twenty-five per
Weight, and sixty-six pur cent. in lung capacity.

%ld6"vrbskp p i bevain o egtyaF
th"dfi r b tas ktpt us h is bsevations fr e ight cafrs

0 citera duriug the whole period. A fact whicb

01 t o afford an incidentai but remarkable confirmation
that e onlusions thus reached by actual measurensents is
but t On]y do aIl the boating crews abstain from tobacco

fer atung~ the whole body of com petitors in the dif-
Al fiel8 of athietica there is but one smoker. At
kt rt the study of effects was in the case of the gradu-

%ho a88 In this ciass the measurements and tests
webai that 71 per cent. had gained and 29 pur cent. had

ýfipaau, stationary or fallen off duriug the four yuars.
tht ' the smokers from the non-smokers it was found

tonr~latter had gained 24 pur cent, more than the
e't Weight, 37 per cent, more in heigbt, and 42 pur

lot 0 Or'ouin1 chest-girtb. Stili further, thosu who did
tibÙI.t0bacc 0 were found ohv an advantage of 8.36

ttîfhes of long capacity over the smokers. These
~1te, wich wu give on the authority of the New

face ti , may be accepted, we suppose, as scientific
iea"l a such may be commended to the study of ail
a0o the weed.

NA TIONA L ED UCA TI ON.
(j~t Ourteenth of this month the National Educa-

%e eilelAssociation wiil meet in Toronto. Great thinga
%QP"etd of it, Noted mon will spuak, and an elabor-
Prot aO"rame bas heen prepared. Nor is it an unimpor-

ktttherr from evury point of viuw a gruat international
ofr the guides and promoters of educational

rIsjfe ~b ractice, brought together for the express pur-
& t it 'eussîng means and methods, is a gathering prug-

iscu ain, f not 'with resuits. We should like,

Sta 1  ue deference to the famous pursonages wbo are
u ve'l active part i n this gathering, to throw out one

oh'ntS on the subject of the uducation of the youth
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of the country ; and as the meetin g is to bu for the first
time on Canadian soul, no apology is neuiied if we look
more particularly to the subject of the education of the
youth of ttiis Province.

It was List, we believe, who first druw a distinction
betweun political economy and cosmopolitical economy.
Adam Smith, a father of the science, truated the subject
from the ideal point of viuw, djscussed it in the abstract,
and laid down its laws as it aflected bumanity at large.
List, bowevur, the first (Jurman advocate for a protective
policy, saw that the science was amenabie to two modes of
treatmient, and hie enquired, first: Ilhow the entire human
race may attain prosperity," and second :"lhow a givun
nation could obtain (under the uxisting conditions of the
world) prospurity, civilization, and power, by means of
agriculture, industry, and commerce."

ls it not quite possible that an analogous view may bu
takun of education ? The oldur pudagogues, like.-the older
politicai economists, discussed education from the cosmo-
politicai standpoint. Milton's IlTractate," Richter's
"lLevana," Roussuau's IlÉmile," were ideal, abstract,-
regarded education as affecting Il the entire human race,"
and since then no onu has, as far as wu know, promulgated
and formulatud wbat may bu calied a national system, of
education. Theru was, we are fully aware, a few yuars
ago in the United States a cry that educators shouid take
Up the subject of wbat was then cailed Ilcivics." But
wliat truiy its advocates reaily muant bythis somewbat
vague and shadowy phrase was neyer quite evident, and
we can stili maintain that as yet no line of 6denarcation
bas been definiteiy drawn betwuun an education, the objeet
of which shah bu the training of the mmnd independeut of
ail ulterior aims or influences due to nationaiity or wbilieu,
and an education which shahl ever kecp steadfastly iu view
these important elemeuts.

To descend to particulars.-There is, of course, such a
tbing as an ideai education : an education sucb as that
biuted at by Profussor Freebuan in a recent article in Mac-
wzil/an's Magazine. This education cares uothibîg for the
future hune of life to bu adopted by the individuai cdu-
cated. Its sole aim is culture, refinement, the devchop-
ment of the intehiectual powurs and of the testhetic facuities.
To ask anyttiing else of such education is to degrade it.

l'lie reai question is," says this bierophant of culture,
"wbethur wu are stili to acknowhedge sncb a thing as

learning, isuch a thing as knowledge for its own sake,
kuowiedge which will enlargu and strengthen the mind,
but which wihh scot diructiy put anything into the pocket."
But, wu ask, in a country where an unormous majority of
the population is solehy bent upon putting somuthing into
the pocket, wheru it is absoluteiy necessary that this
maJority shall work for a living, may we not quite legit-
imateiy ask whether such an education as that uphehd by
Professor Freeman is the on]y education to bu considerud h
May theru not exist side by aide witb this ideal ud ucation,
an uducation which shahl to a certain exteut taku into con-
sideration the needs of this majority ?Inl short, may thure
not he, in a new country lacking leimure, lacking wealtb, an
education which shahl, for the time buing, not perhaps
altogether shut its eyus to inteluectuai culture and ostheti-
cal refinement, but shail, at al uvents, open thcm very
wide to practicai utility 1 That is the point. Are our sons
and daughters to spend a fourth part of their ives in the
acquirement of keun iterary taste, or are they to spend
the years of schooling in such subjects as formn the basis,
as contain the sciuntific principles, as formi the groundwork
of their future vocationsi Sureiy such a distinction can
bu made, and withouit anything in the sighest degre
derogatory to the high muaning of the word education in
its truc significance. The mind can bu trained bv science,
as it can bu trained by Gruek, uven if that training is
neithur so systematic nor so rigorous. And science is a
stup towards farming, mining, fishing, lumbering, which
Gruek is not. This is our contention. The iduai uduca-
tion, scorning utility and utterly oblivious to future mater-
ial success, is ail weli and good in an old country boasting
a leisuru chass ungaged in what is calied the Ilbigher"
walks of life; but in a country wheru square miles wait
for tillage, and unknown seams and Iodes for workiug, in
a country wbere Ilthe four uuements and man's labour
therein," constitutu, in a phrase of, Bishop Berkeiey's,
61the truc source of wualth," to concentrate the attention
soleiy or chiefly on an uducation wbicb shahl deveiop the
iiterary and artistic tastes only, is surehy an education
sbort-sighted in the extreme.

And is this not what the Province of Ontario is daily
doing 1 The Province of Ontario contains, we believe,
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one Agricuitural Collegu, one Expurimental Farm, and
one Schooi of Practicai Science ; but of univursities,
denominationai andi undenominationa], it contains enough
to spare for the wholu Dominion ; and of universities, to
refur again to Professor Freeman, the prin-ziple is to
"lhave no ruference to the probable future calling of any
man."

llowuver, we do not by any means wisb to appear to
disregard or belittle an ideai education. The training of
the mind is, of course, the be-ail and end-ali of education
proper. But whether that training cannot be brought
about by such a curriculum as shall "lhave refurunce to
prolbable future callin" uven if something is lost in the

*way of iiterary taste or criticai acuen-this is a hint
which, with ahl due deference, we throw out to the forth-
coming meeting of the educators of the youth of the coun-
try. In these days of the accumulation of knowledge,
subdivision bas comu into every walk of lifu, wby sbould
it not corne into education 'i The day of cosmopolitical
education bas passud, that of a political or national uduca&
tion shouid have arrivud long ago. What are the char-
acteristics of that national uducation which shall best suit
the Dominion of Canada and the Province of Ontario?

Al]) VICE.

"HEî who despairs is free,
He who Isopes on, unslaved;

Thus lightly answered she
To one who guidancu craved.

"Why look uxf)ectant-wisu
For favours from the inaid?

Paths lie bpforo thine eyus
Whuru through noue yet have straycd;

"Be f rue, and lifu explore
Where no love-hope deludus,

Joy will bu thine once More,
Hu-zzas of multitudes.

When women shail admire,
And men shahl boast, thy fame,

This present poor desire
Will seum hemp-thread i11 dame.

"Despair of love, and gain
This iarger joy instead ;

Ile turnud away in pain,
Love îs my life," bu said.

WILLIAM P. MCKiENytg.

OTTA WA LETTEJI

O N Wednesday of hast wuek tihe P. E. Island tunnel had
its annuai airing, in which, as might bu expected

when such a potent electioneering agency was under dis.
cussion, uach side seemud principaily concerned to show
the Prince Edward Isianders that IlCodiin's your fruend,
not Short." Mr. Cockburn carne out in pretty strong
opposition to the schemne and took on his shouiders the
burden of answering Mr. Davies, but bu hardiy relievud
the Ministry from Sir Charles 'fupper's antu-election telu-
gram promisîng support to the project. By their much
importunity the Ishanders have got both parties pretty
weii committed to the undertaking, and another election
wiil probabiy sue it begun.

The lludson's Bay Railway was an interlude betweun
the two days that the Tariff debate bas so far run to.
A resolution granting $80,000 a year subsidy for carrying
mails and troops was the form in which the question came
up, but this was looked on as the thin end of the wedge,
and as such was vigorously opposcd by Eastern men. The
Manitoba members, of course, must figbt tooth and nail
against the lituraliy very cold facts contained ini the reports
of the various uxpeditions sent to test the navigabiiity of
the Straits.

Whiie the heavy work of the Session is thus huing dis-
posed of rapidhy enougb, the Tarte-Langevin-McGreuvy
enquiry is developing material for fresh fighting, and a
possible lengthy prolongation. The slow process of prov-
ing documents being weil advanced, the prosecution, if a
convenieut term may be used, bave begun to connuct these
papers with their charges. The uxamination of Mr. Perley
is on the whole to bu classed in the former catugory, but it
is quite e vident that some of the answers of the Chief
Engineer of Public Works were eiicited with a view to
the latter purpose, and that their bearing depends a great
deal ou expianations to bu furnished by otber witnessus.
He lef t an impression, however, that any personai connuc-
tion of bis with any such malversation as has been alluged
was unconscious. This iudeed was aimost admuitted by the
manner of bis treatment by Mr. Ouimut. Mr. Owen
Murphy continues under examination to maku statemuents
and produce letters which, uniess the uvidence in rebuttai
is of the most explicit and conclusive charactur, implicate
both Mr. McGreuvy and Sir Heuctor Langevin to tbu fulleat
extent charged. The details are so fully given by the
daily press that it is unnecussary to repeat therm hure.
There is a terribi nuasy feeling manifestud among the


