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THE ART FAIR.

As an aflair participated in by society leaders, artists and somte sections of
the general public, the above episode in our tife as a cîty merits perhaps a
tittie more than the ordinary reporter's notice. It 15 of course quite out-
aide Our province to discuss the tinancial success of the Fair. The object
for whjch it was organized was a good one, and it is more than likely that
heuld the promoters of the scheme tind theniselves at ail out in their calcu-

lations8 at the end of the entertainments, the many rich friends of the
Canadiun Academy of Arts wiil be found pledged te assist materiatly

htheiir extrication. Ail these, ways of raising money-fairs9, bazaars,
exhibition,, and s0 forth,-are exceedingiy difficuit of regulation, and the
Wise rule in such cases undoubtedly would ho to attain the maximum of
eect with the minimum of expenditure-a problien that onythe great
axCtv idcnsle hr eindawn fchrn feti h
* rrangeinent, of the fair, internai as well as externat, that went far to
"nPlY the absence of sucli an executive hlead. There was not, for instance,at any time, any genuine illusion with regard to the promises known in
cowme nplace parlance as the Granite iRink. Despite seme very pretty

drPing of booths and fair women, the Rink remainied tlie Granite Rink
Fitill, and the Old English market-place and cross and entourage' we WVere
PIlrmi8od did flot conte properiy to hand-the artists had faiiod to connect
sOmehow. This fault-disappointing and at times aggravating to a degree

-Wight easily have heon remedied hmy more enthusiasm on the part of the
artists9 theinselves.hy a practical knowiedge of stage and dramatic efièct.

11an immense building such as the Granite Rink dotail is thrown away,
except sucli dt.tail as goos to croate the final whoio, and half the ornamienta-
tien and care expended on tho internai fittings of the booths would have
heen more eîfectiveîy spent on the concealiuent of the roof, the raisingof
'Oene characteristie structure in the Market-S4quare, and in general broad
tOUCes1 which wouid have amply repaid the management.

As for the contents of the booths-the rare old fants, laces, docks,brasses, stuffs, and books-whcre were they ?Either it is impossible te
get Up a boan collection of sucli articles in Canada, or else our pople are
net Public spirited enough. to lend them. It is fortunately easy to please
People when a fair is once set agoing, and while the sounds of the Boul-
anger mardi filled their ears, their eyos wore doubtless consoled by the
8himm"er of Japanese siik kerchiefs, Imari ware, tropical plants and cacti,
*ith an1 eccasional Mary Stuart peart-bordered cup thrown in by way of
Baeuing. However, for a rococo entertainment, iL was certainly very
p a"ing, and once or twîde, when weIt attonded, touched higli water mark

8a'O01g fairs. The strong point scored was inquestionably the excellence

Of th stage representations-the Midsummer Night's Dream, the Masque
att0 aY Day, and the Minuet being each worthy cf a careful hearing and

atetive view. The stage was a tirst class one, footlghts, head ligbts,
ecellerY, groonrooms and ail, thougli preving decidediy toc, smal! for tuie
0 4'Panly in Mrs. llarrison's Masque. For prottiness, well calculated stage
eOc't8, charming tableaux, and reatty amibitieus musical restults, the

e"cerPtF3 from the Midsummer Night's Dream, as, arranged by Mrs. Mor-
ano"Ord Mr. Plummer, easiiy carried off' the palm. For novolty, a cor-

tain hum'ourous strength in the action, and for extreme fitness with the
sprili which. the fair was originaity promulgated, the "IMasque " deserves
h2bcOumondation. flore, at any rate, was something in harmony with

p at distant and picturesque sixteenth century which, according to the
Prosplectus, was te furnîsh the entiro fair with costumes and varied sug-
gestions as te dotait.

i'fie libretto was written and tic music selected and arranged by
n""usF (Mrs. Harrison), upon whom also fell tie responsibility of thetge direction and the instruction of the entire company. The Court

Pceor Pavan a an essentiallv brilliant feature of the masque, and
Iecrrect~ and cuttured performance reflected groat credit upon Prof.
te1,who supptied the data, and who hias timus the honeur of introducing

SPavane into Canada, where, perhaps, it may be taken up as cordiaiiy
in London and New York at the present day. Two erigins are adduced

fol' the name, one boing from Padua, the other the Latin word for
Peaclok Sha kespeare mientions this danco, and Rabotais toits us that it

% (ne of the 180 dances performed at the Court of Lauternois on the
a4rr.val Of Pantagruel, and many other authorities attest te tie statetins
%'d beauty of Lhe Pavane, Pavan, or Pavin, as iL is diversely speit. The

kasl banco was accompantied by a tune in jig forai, composed as fan
Likaste year 1300. Tie Morris Dance was original in stop and

eagrln with the iibnettist, but graf Led on the actual otd Morris
oatC riginaily participated in by the chief actors in the May Day

it 'The wholo conception of the Masque was essentiatly English,
1< jP1esentation hîghly picturosque, and at the final representatien, whien
B1t le Britannia" was sung Il by the fuît stnength of the company," no
tht entusiasmn was experienced, and a very general impression prevaited

'ti Wutd ho impossible te be tee grateful te the varied talent that
""4r the welî-known namo of "lSeranus " iad contributed se unusual a
ast Of reason and flow of seul.

Tl"' inuet, or Anicient Measure, lias sirnply the dance itseif, but veny
krrectY and graceuiily rendered, though it eau hardly have been paced te

Jiiusic il, as some <leciare, the time was net three-fourth timo. The
'ilt, te 14 nct nîenitioiîod h)y Shakspeane, thougli the Il Measure " is, and
Perge 'Gnove's Musical Dictionary teIls us tiat Lhe Il Measure "

ed ne definite formi cf dance-music peculian te itseif, but that iL was
soleQ and stateîy and altied te Lhe Pavan and Minuet. The poudrés

Wet ero- very ciarmîing, very hard, only we wereobliged te think inOrlr to r ealz tiat the Wattean surroundings in the lieuse of the Count-
tesO embroke were suppoed to chime in with the sixteenti century in

Mennie Engiand. llowever, thene couici ho no douht of the grace and
agiiity ef the performers, nor of the general otegance cf the spectacle.

Sevenal miner performance appeared te givo satisfaction and the display
ef beauty, chic and cigarette-smnoke in Lhe ca/é chantiant redoutided te the
tionour of the maids and mnatrons who watched over the giddy throng.
One niost intcresting staîl was kept by Mr. Sims Richards, an expert in
archery, and who liopos te interest our people in that picturesque pursuit.
Tic dainty Horni-Booke was far tee good for the audience. The average
public cannet ho bothered witi se muci higli art at 25 cents apiece extra,
especialiy when phoetic spelting is net inciuded. Volapoik, we suspect,
woutd ho casier te some people than the quaint Olde Englishe of the
delilgtful text for wlîich Prof. Keys is maiinly responisible.

The proceedings terminated with a bail at whichi onthodox calice and
heterodox broadcloti and satin mixed iii amusinig fashioxi. D)espite some
drawbacks, lot us --ordially echo tic generally expressod sentinîcîlt LImat Ye
Greato Ante Fayre lias been an artistic success, especially ini the nunibor
and qualityof its entertainmoents.

THIE BLACK KNIGIII'.

To King Banaliîî's court therc came
I"roîîî divers lands beyond the soxi

A score of knighits, with lîearts atlaine
For love of Lady Ursalie,

Whose %voudrons beauty and fait- faille
'Vas stung by Europe's îiixsitrelsy.

Eaciî lord iu retinue did bring
A noble and a princely band,

Wliose deeds the troubadours did sîîîg
'rhro' length and breadth ut Christixin and,

Antd eacb by turli besouglit tbe King
'l'le f.ivour ot his d.îuglter',4 hainl(

But spake the King to eacli brave lord,
1' Whie tirst the suri shall shine iii May

A tourniey in tire palace-yard
WVe do appoint, and on that day

WVho holds bis owvi with spear and sword
Shall taire xur daugliter fair away."

%Vliereat the Lady Ut-salie
Blanchai as a lily of the vale,

For mny roons liad waned since shte
First pledged hier love to Sir Verale,

And for tliat sick to deatli was lie
fier treli bbîîg lips tuiexl asleîî pale.

The heavy scent of inusk and înyrrh
Hung ail about the iiuier rotin

Dini taper lights did fainitly stir
To lite tire arras tlirougli the gîxtoin

She itade lier handinaid bring to hier
'l'lie treasuire-box that heid lier dooxo.

lith lightest touch a secret sprng
Upriaised the silver cas3ket's lid;

Silo took therefroin a golden ring,
A broken coin, a beart, hair-thritl,

Aîîd înany a sweet and precions thing
Whereiîî their plighited troth was hid.

Thon welcoîne deatlî, if daath it; prove,"
She said and kissed with lips still pale

Each sweet remeînbrance ut lusi love
"I1 will tot tail thea, Sir Varale,

Thougli froin thy couch thon canst nuL ove
To dont for nie tlîy coat cf mnail."

tint) tha chapel straight sha weîît
And kueit before the altar-stona;

Her face withiu lier hands she haunt
I'raying witlî mnany a tear and muan

1-Tntil the day was well-nigh spent,
When carne a beadsînan site had known.

0O! Father! juin thy prayer witb minle
T1he lite cf Sir Verale to save;

0! plead thuu ait our Lady's shrine
For healthi to one su yuog and brave:

For 1 will wed, witm halp divine,
No utlier lord this aide the grave."

Tire holy friar kueit iin tuera
And crossed hlint and beganl to tell

His heads, each countexl for a prayer,
Until the scuind ut vesper-beli

Stule thrcugh the darkling twilight air
And warned theni ut the day's tarewell.

l'acli day at mnorn and oun and niglit
lier trusted hiandmaid ite did send

Te learn if bier beIový,d kniglît
lut life's estate was like Lu înend,

And uni the ave cf April's fliglit
This message came hier hand to rend.

"Tell thon loy lady fair," lie said
Tu lier whc bore the aoswer back,
To-inorrow will 1 leave this bed
And wear ioy suit of armolir black

To-inorrow wili I win and wed
Or lose both love and lite, alack."

Tue Lady Ursalie knew watt
Ha coîîhd ot rise, so ill ha was,

And shuddered. as bier maid did tell
His dying state, then forth did pîass

tinto the chapel, as the bal
Proclaimed the holy evauing ass.

Tha mcrrow broke with golden rush
And chased the glcom cf night away;

The pipe of blackbind, song ot thrush,
Rose with the skylark's rouzudelay

''lie ii I lxiiVrs starteti witlt a blush
'l'O illeet the firmt loigi iL xitril ut May.

'rie upd ace yartl %vas tîlI prt.îared;
Bi ,ii t-bue, I pîx iltoîts sto t arttuod

'l'lie bi aliers ivavet I ; the' xxviniur glared
'l'li eagîqer .steeds t ire xx p the grount I

A nd tîveilky prtiilees vii, liad dtxrad
'l'lie torîtey ii the i-iLs xver, tctiiid.

Th'le King andîx (4xieeti oni daisod tliruîie
ltecoived ecdi kiniglt tii bended't kîiee

I ut like xii imaixge ttrved iii stome
.Sat lovely Laxdy Ursalio

lUiti none wvio saxv lier xvould liavo kïnxwn
F"xr lier the tottrtiy xvas to be.

l t t otC tîttro ktelt iii sabla mail
Of wlîxtîî tue King, wvit accenits rude,
t i alc lus niixiiî anid wlîy titis bale
0f artiiîîui b1ltck lie ilî iiititde

Ife aîsert, t aii Sir Vorale,
Long iiontlts Lly daugliter have I wuo'd,

And by tii sable sxuit I %vear

'l'us trouî silieeixi aîol truxsty spear
luit clietly Ixy tire Itti o fteed

r ax-k Lxi wife tliy daiugixter fxir
And thatt, îîrîtud Kîing, i,, wiîy 1 kneel ;

\Vlicii L~ady Urialie Liîat vitice
ttid Itear, lier, lieait beat lîigli witlî fears,

lior trxi ol soîl did hiait rej oic
Anid îneîîîtîîy filisil lier eyce witlî tears;

Butias site siiied npo hiiler choica
'ire foul a clashî ut slields aîîd spears.

Kntixýht atter kiiiglit wxîs overtbrxîwî
tîline retidy tir the tuer an hslrotid,

At last tue blacek kitiglit stoxtd alune
Aîid ini tiie tir apltiso r.îîig fond

As protudly strtde lie tii Liii thrmne
puîrstied by ail Lue nobîlle crttwd.

Tlieî ciic tlîe King, '' iyt îaîhly wxon,

i. wotîld tue wtîris were well uîidone

' l'bat erst iii tiiger 1 did rail ;
'rTe KilIit replied, "Wxtrds inîjure net

Andi atter-grief dotb nct avaul,

Anti nîîw, 0 Kinîg, thonu stiu shiait wis
Tlîy dxxtgliter bu titrever mîino,

Anîx wlîoî thy ltuviîig liogelîxel misa
Buth tixee aîîd ail thion cailest titila,

They shall recall tue Black Kniglit's kiss
Andi knowx that loîve bath po)wer div'ine."

Theti at the Lady tirsalia
''ie B3lack Kiîiglit liîtkad aîxd she artîse;

Butt wlîxt stuajige visage site xlii see
'l'lat bis raised viLttr diii disclosa

Is stili ai] awfu ilny8tery
Whiclx xoily tlîat dead Lady kîixtws.

For wlieii lier eyes of listra r'are
(iazed there, where oîle cxtuhd sea a face,

A flash tif liglitîiiîîg remit the air-
But liassiîmiii i Miontent's; s1pace

True Black Kiîight was nu loinger there
Aiid ot Ilis steed there was no trace.

Ail ixîxkeil at Laxdy Ursalie,
Whoiu biushed witlî lova lika any bride,

N> potwer eaui take my soul front thea,
I coume, 1 conte," site faintly criai,

Antiswoxonex lu arîns heud lastiiy
And sînili,îg clxxsed lier eyes and dîed.

But wbo the Black Knighît wiie none knew
Tbcxigli une said wlîo lîad second îight

Ha watclîed a rayai, as; it flew
Inî circles slow aîîd dixi aliglît

Upon tua txturoay grîxtînt anti grew
Iîîto a sabla horse and koight

Bystme it is bahieved and said
Tlîat Sir Verale gave ona deep sigh

Aîid turiiad lîlînseit on bis sick bael
Aîîd mutterai a lcw welcouie cry

And are tha watchars kîîaw was daad
As bis deat iady's soul passed by.

S.Aai'pr.N.


