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man : ‘with his eminent abilities he might hope for a_prouder position in the
councils of the nation than would be ever possible for him as a henchman of
George Brown.” The *soft sawdor” was liberally applied ; but it failed to
“stick’ Mackenzie. The tactics were changed : the Aai/ was started in
Toronto to counteract the influence of the Globe, and very soon Mr. Macken-
zie had the pleasure of seeing a different portrait of himself. He must have
had some difficulty in determining which was he : for if the earlier picture was
flattering, the latter one was graphic. ¢ His abilities were of the most meagre
order: his features were grotesque in their ugliness : his clothes didn’t fit’; and
so forth. Mackenzie used to tell the story with great glee; throwing the blame
partly on Providence and partly on his tailor. But,” said he, “ there was
another shocking thing—I was ‘a working-man ' : and I *looked like the
leader of a gang of working-men on strike’.” However, flattery and abuse
alike failed to stave off the mevitable. The Sandfield-Macdonald Government
collapsed ; and Conservative power was—for 2 time—broken in Upper Canada,
Mackenz'e hecame Treasurer of Ontario ; and in this position doubtless learned
lessons of government which, later, stood him in good stead. _

But 1872 saw another change. The home province was now comparatively
safe, and the Reform forces were concentrated for the main attack. ‘The
fearures of the great political campaign need not be again sketched. Tt fell to
Mackenzie’s lot to lead the final attack on Sir John A. Macdonald's Govern-
ment ; which he did in a wisely quiet way. The case being strong, strong
words could be dispensed with. People who crowded to hear the great speech
found it, as they said, “inferior to some of his highest flights of eloquence™;
and yet admired the skill with which he compressed the mass of charges and
testimony into a well-arranged address of an hour-and-a-]m}f. The fatal }"lf(h
of November '73 came, and Sir John surrendered at discretion : Mackenzie at
once standing before the country as Premier of the Dominion ¢f Canada.

The Jittle stone-cutter boy had now carved Lis fortune. One may recall
his portrait then, to place it beside that of the successful statesman now. Shal:
it be confessed that the Mai/ was righti and that the rough lincaments of the
Perthshire boy show up through the lines of the later pommg? \g:s; the
Honowrable Alexander Mackenzie is not a handsome man-pcnlller is lhgrc
any indication of culture, refinement or suavity. To engrave his hkeness mi.e
by side with that of his great opponent was not a bad clection dodge. But if
Mr. Mackenzie did not look well, he for a time wore well.  His moderation
became known unto all men.  His zeal and attention to the details of oftice
were quoted as surprising ; and the popular copccp}ion_ of him became t:hat o_f
a man who-—if somewhat rough-hewn and unimaginative—was at least intelli-
gent, painstaking, straightforward and honest. And it must be all‘owcd that
this conception has not been greatly dlsugrbcd by lus conduct 1n oftice. If in
Opposition he showed himself fearless, thick-skinned, tenacious and persevering,
he showed equally as Premier an honest purpose and a strong effort to do right.
It must be confessed that he has not shone as the ruler of a great party. M:ylc
Premier by the blunders of his opponents, his own blunders have unmade him.

e made mistakes in judgment: the famous purchase of *steel rails " on a
falling market being one of them. (The further charge of dishonesty in this
transaction is itself confessedly dishonest.) But he made other mistakes.  He
failed to control or dismiss rapacious followers who brought the party into
disrepute, and did their best to make the name of Reform a sorry jest. Anqthcr
trouble was Mr. Mackenzi¢’s inability to mould and_ control his_Cabinet.
Arbitrary, irascible, over-bearing, non-conciliatory, his friends found it difficult
to remain friends ; and men of superior mind, like Edward B!akc’, found it still
more difficult to play second fiddle to the first violin of the Premier. And
alas! “hard times” came along as the ready ally of his foes, and discontent
became general. The one Parliament during w[nch Mackcr]zw had. held the
reins of power was dying of old age, and was dissolved.  The elections came
on, and the result was the sweepig majority which has just consigned the
Premi i { political ghosts. )

m\l&e'lrxég ttl;ﬁehll:;tléoa%mlinistraticix came into power, 1t was remarked by Gold-
win Smith—in allusion to the supposed overmastering intluence of the Globe—
that the new Government partook Jargely of the character of an 'ccho of an
irresponsible authority outside Parliament: and that.\tf 1t Shl?:lkll _llIV(.‘f;O\IVn “lm
suspicion, it might long survive other shocks, It' Laknn(?t ¢ (Io.u,m_f l]wt'l']e
support of the powerful journal was a source of \}qu Elcss (tlo the a‘t.L.::A.c n};.)::-
tration. It brought upon its head the personal dislikes and animositics which
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THE UNMARRIED ONES.

Statistics inform us that, in the countries about whi
rate mformqtjop. the number of women must exceed tl);:;cgf‘:g(:e?gf?\tjlcfrt a%cu-
per cent. This is the necessary superabundance ; but owing to the v'o' N
state of modern society, and many other causes, the real proportion of SL]CIIOUS
and consequently necessarily single, women is thirty per cent. At ﬁrs:rp' l;s’
thxg seems an alarnung number condemned to lead a career of vice ora I'Sl'"g ];'
celibacy—for most people consider that to be unmarried means a miser;b;eL o
at lcagt mg(}mplctc, existence. A thoughtful writer, speaking on thi-s ;txl)" &
has said, * There are hundreds of thousands of women, scattered tI;rou lJeclti
ran_ks, who have to carn their own living, . . . and who are compelled tgll ad
an incomplete existence of their own. ‘Thousands of girls are working in mi?la ;

. In great cities thovsands are toiling in the ill-paid métier of sempstres o
and nccd!e\\:mncn. Higher in the social scale we find two class;:s oi’ sin"?es
almormal existences, women mere or less well educated, spending youth 1'1 a(;
middle age as GOVErnesses, .« . . but laying by nothing, and retiring to a lox;nl
and destitute old age ; and old maids, with just enough income to liv‘e u )e y
but wretched and deteriorating.”  This is indeed a sad picture, if true ; andI 3:]’
sadder because the writer sceks to demonstrate that the mis;:ry is entirel :
necesstry, and could be prevented in divers fashions. y

No doubt almost all evil is, to a certain extent, preventable, but first let th
question be asked and answered whether celibacy is an unmiliéalcd evil, T .
marriage of completion—that perfect harmony betwden two persons in whi ]le
the weakness of the one is supplemented by the strength of the other, the sw C:
and tender affection of one beautifying and softening the rugged ‘and ‘steere
asperitics of the other, both striving towards perfection, both in full sympath ,
ringing out a full chord of love and trust—1is cegtainly the most diviné sta{’
upon this earth.  But how often is the actual state one of bickerings mutu*ﬁ
hate, misunderstandings, and distrust, selfishness ready to grind dowx; all tl;e
finer feelings in order to gain its own end, unforgiving harshness, niggard|
spite, a perfcet hell of cvil passions, the more furious for being chained gu D il);
the small space of two hearts and unable to expend themselves in a Jider
h_onzoq ! 'I‘hqre are some women to whom marriage is only a secondary con-
sideration ; children are the sole end and aim of life, and the pleasures, happi
ness, and advantage of the children are placed far above the wants and wishl::s.
of the husband. Women of this description are equally happy as sister-s of
charity, as nurses, as governesses, as fond aunts ready to spoil the whole tribe
of nephews and nigges, who know where to fly from the stern discipline of futher
or mother to caresses, kisses, and sugar-plums. Again, some of the most ex-
ceptional and highly-strung dispositions would suffer terribly in the wear and
tear of life, would writhe under the selfishness of man, and possibly sink
altogether under the load of petty worries and inevitable anxicties that the
possession of husband and children entails. ’

Granted even that marriage is the true outlet for women’s energics, are we
not sometimes the better and the truer for what we have not, rather ;han for
what we have? It is said that every woman has had one offer of marriage in
the course of her hife.  If she has not accepted it, from folly or from mistaken
motives, or from any other cause, is she therefore to sigh in despair and sadness
all the rest of her days, and call herself incomplete, or abnormal, or wretched ?
The very happiest persons are those who, having abjured enjoyment for them-
selves, throw all their sympathy into_the lives of others, possessing thus an
endlessly wide range of interest and affection. "The reason why the celibacy of
priests is a mistake is, because they seek to stamp out the dictates of nature, to
choke in themselves natural impulses to love and be loved, and to lcaé a
cramped impossible life of self-denial, which precludes them from entering into
the trials and difficulties of ordinary people. But the single souls, those of cither
sex who pass through this vale of tears alone, have suffered and have tasted of
the tree of knowledge. The involuntary celibates chiefly recruited from the
upper and better-educated portions of society are certainly much to be pitied
Few things are more wretched than to see a girl pining away, listless and dis:
satisfied, hoping against hope, for the husband who cometh not, and refusin
to throw herself heart and soul into any engrossing occupation. She sees thagt
her beauty, the only possession she values as a snare to entrap men, is wanin
hourly ; the very fretting- she indulges in is hastening the process. No wondeg
that such examples cail forth a deluge of laments about the difficulty of girls
getting married, and the absolute necessity there is for women to E§ind
!msbands in order that they may *suckle fools and chronicle small-beer.” It
is far more likely that sour old maids and frivolous girls will develop' into
scolding shrews and inane.useless mothers than that the mere fact of their
remaining single should mar and ruin their whole life.

It is very seldom that one hears old bachelors complaining of their loneli-
ness..thqtr blighted lives, or the sense of desolation that undermines their
constitution.  Yet el.derl_v men troubled with gout, and somewhat peremptor,
in manner to the waiters at the club, no doubt had once some romance, som{
romance, some absorbing love or crushing sorrow that has caused them to
remain single. But men know well enough that the mere act of metaphorically
shaking oneself, and doggedly setting to at any task that is available, cures the
heart-ache, and is the best mode of turning tribulation into rejoicing. The
poor curate in_his dismal lodging ; the sailor far away from home, and the
pretty tearful face he left behind him; the struggling literary hack, to whom a
wife and children mean starvation,—one and all have had their golden dreams
their unattainable ideal, none the less golden or the less ideal because it was
never reached. Su_ch hopes serve to cheer nten on, and to brighten the dull
rounc_l of daily routine ; but if the fair girl marries another, or the prospect of
marriage has to be abandoned, or the loved mistress prove false, still life has to
be borne, and one more unmated soul is added to the number.

There is a place for everything in Nature. Women are gradually them-
selves finding scupe for their faculties, and fresh outlets for their activity, If
single men are not unhappy, why should single women be so? The mind
absorbed in its own infinitesimal perplexities and affairs, forgets that the snmé
sun shines over all the earth; that the same impulses and passions and dusires
nerve all mankind ; that history repeats itself, and is but one continucd récord

of failures, disappointments, and deperate struggles after right. From the

—Dean Stanley.
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