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cipali- offers, who will not enter the high schools'

Developenient of Municipe Inatitutiol>s By the Act of 1849, district muni ons suggest themselves. The
in Ontario. ties were abolished in favýr of courities Various Yeu

pres- high schools are not iisually free, TÈ-Èy
and county councilq composed, as ait are generally associated in the minds of

Continuedfroeii last is.- ent, of reeves and deputy reeves.

the district treagurer five shillings pet day parents and pupils with the idea of prepar-

for their services. The quarter sessions The Fifth Form in Public Schools. ation for the u .nivérsity or tor a profession.

still maintained the authority they former- -Their courses are not adapted for those.

The most important educational ques- who can remain in them for but a year, etc.
ly held in reference to the administration

of justice, the location and alteration of tion discussedduring the last session of We are proud of our High Schools. We

highways and other matters general to the as one of the strongest link

district. This was the municipal syster i the legislature was that . of the regard them 
S

point ait which the public school in the educational chain. We doubit if

in vogue 'ait the time of the rebellion of for good teaching and efficiency they are
course should end. Is it in the interests

1837, whn the abolition of seperate of publie education that the teaching of excelled in any country. But neverthe-

provincial governments brought about the subjects included in what is known as less, or rather for that very reason among
the fifth forin in the public schools sbould others, we do not think that they can

Legis1atýve Union. 
take

the township corn missioner, be encouraged, or should the de ýhe place or do the work of the fifth-form

provided for in the act Of 1835, were ratber favor the rele- in the pub'ic schouls. Nothing could be

named town wardeus. The change gating of this work, as fat as possible' to better for them than that their pupils

the high schools ? White the minis r of should enter at a more advanced stage of
whereby the people were intrusted with te

the freest of action in the elections of education, if our mernory serves us, always PreParation, and that they should thus be

municipal officers, viz., the cierk, assessor, expiessed himself in fivor of having the enabled to carry thern a stage further in

collector, commissioners or wardens, does work cf the fifth form carried on,-in the the intermediate work. But the real ques-

not beem to have been much in the direc- public school, wherever the conditions are tion is what is best for the country ? The

tion of popular self-government, but any such as admit of its bring done effectively. ideal of public education is the greatest

act that took from the nominative magis- It must b-e confessed that saine of the good of the greatest number, Can anyone

tracy any of the powers they exercised w3s t that if a much larger number of our
regulations seem rather adapted to pro. doub

appreciated 1 of public schools were well equippedfor -carry
This eystem was continued duce the opposite effect. The refusa

up to the year 1841, when the legislature the department to appropriate money for Ing their pupils forward for another year, a

of the united provinces endeavored to fifth fora examinations in schools in largely increased number of the boys and

create a municipal system that would hich but one teacher is ernployeý, is girls of Ontario would be led to take ad-

meet ait the requirements of Upper probably wise. There can scarcely be a vaPtage of the fact and would theref(;r.e

Canada. doubt, we suppose, that it is practically receive anotheryear at scÉool bpfore going

In 1840,the authorities recognized the impossible for a single teacher, however about theirlifé work? Forobviousreuý,ns

necessity of leaving the people free to able and industi ious, to teach fifth. forai this last year would be worth considerably

control their own internal affairs and giving work efficiently whithout detrinient to the more froni an educational pointofview than

up that system of paternal government work of the lower classes, and so to the any preceding year. Any incidental result,

which had worked sa unsatisfactorily. great majority of his pupils. But whether too, would be that a considerably 1 ger

Some difficulties arose in dealing with this this refusal should not be offset wtth some number would be stimulated to enter the

question on account of the position taken special inducernent to the employment of High Schools and thus the number of citi-

by Lower Canada. During the suspension assistants wherever practicable, so as to zens possessing& laigher education woula

of the constitution in French Canada, an make it possible to extend the course to be increased, in proportion. Few thpùght-

ordinance had been passed by a special the end -of the fifth year without loss, or fui persons will, we beliéve, be willing to

couricil to provide for the better internai rather with positive gain to the lower maintain that the end of the fourth-form

government of the province by the forms, is an important question, Seeing 'in tiie public schools is such a goal as

estabhshment of local or municipal institu- that the amounts of flic grants to public should satisfy usý.as an education for the

tions therein. schools has not been increased during the great masý of Canadians, and yet it is be-

The province was divided into districts, last twelve years, while the sum total of yond controversy that under present arý

and the governor and council determined the expenditure for educational purposes rangements this is the goal which the great

bas been largely increased, there cet- rna),)rity of parents set before thernselves
the number of couricillors and appointed
the warden. Consequently, the systerri in tainly seems to be sortie ground for the for their children.-Educational J'ournal.

operation in Lower Canada was entirely charge that the common schools aire bardly
heir share of this most practical The county council of York, under the

direction of the publio school inspector,controlled by the govemment. It was the getting t
bas recently issued a may of the countyý

desiie of the Upper Canadiaùs, who had kind of encouragement.
It is also understood that the ho A copy bas been placeçt in each school

been gradually eduéated for more popu- lding

lar local institutions, to elect the warden of fifth forra examinations in publicschoo ' ls room. An exchange referring to, the

and their officers. This furnished the is not encouraged in towns and cities in matter, says . Prom a business stünd
basis of the Mun point, the geography of our more immed-

icipai Act Of 1844 which. which high schools and collegiate insti-

was introduced by Mr.Harrison, provincial tutes are maintained. The reason g,,e, iate surroundings is of much greater im-

secretaiy, and which provided by district is, of course., that the duplication of the portance to us than a knowledge of -sottie

couneils to be composed of one or two teaching and examinations is unnecessary, far-away mounta-in or desert which may

members, to be elected -ait the regular and eonsequently a waste 01 money and never exist to niost of us, but as a mental

meeting in each township, and hold office labor. But is this so ? The argument is conception, give the children a thoirough.

for three years, retiring in rotation. The valid, it seems to us, only on the suppnsi- training in the geography of Canada, and

couricil wu required to meet four titnts a tion that all the pupils who would have especially of the grand Province of Ont-
YÇar- 

ario, begin with ybur own ceunty.
The warden, treasurer and clerk taken the yrar's work in the public schocbl

were appointed by the governor of the. bad it been taught there, will, failîng that,

Province. Every by-law passed had to be avait themselves of the high schools. Witt In o;der to present a full and correct

aPProved of by the procvincial authorities. such be the fact ? We dotibt it. Nothing statement of the financies of the munici.

'rhe governor had the power to dissolva seerns to us mose certain than that there pality on i5th December, every council-

district couricils at any time. To the dis- are many boys and girls who would con- lot should see that all. accounts against,

trict couneils was transferred the powers of tinue for- another year in the public their respective corporations are settled

the quarter sessions with reference to the schools, were that necessary to complete up, or the arnount made known, to Èe

adminîstratiýn of municipal affaîrs, its course and reap all the advantages it entered as a lîabflity.,


