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. THE YOUNG ARION.

"I arn only a journal of Art, Literature and Music, gentie
reader," saith THE, ARiON, IljUst setting out on what I hope
may prove a career of usefulness in this our littie world,
and lest my namne may seem to have been presumptiously
assumed, I will show you how it may corne to be very ap-propriate. Here I arn on the very point of being dumped,
like that sweet singer of old, my name-sake, frorn the deck
of my beloved ship, my Editor's chair, into the restless
uncertain sea of human labcr, and I peer out eagerly, I as-
sure you, over' the duli waste of waters in searcb of the
Doîphin, my particular, precious deiphin, whose' namne in
these days is popularfavour without wbom I can neyer hope
to reach the lovely Grecian land of prosperity. Good old
Arion of the ancient tirne is said to have been the sweetest
singer in ail the world, a rnost brillant star, in fact, who
doubtless drew crowded houses, and made Bonanzes every
nigbt, and thereby incurred the envy of those old Greek
rivais of bis. At least I judge so, because it wvas for
his money 1bat the villains boisted bim afloat, (flot the only
tirne that trick bas been perforrned), and there, you see, rny
gentie readers, is another matter in which old Arion and I
are alike, for, between you and me, I believe I arn cast.over-
board partly that my proprietors may profit by the rney
I arn worth. Poor Arion, no doubt, felt tremnendously
shaky when they beaved bim into the water ail getten up
in his dress coat and white choker, or garments to that
effect, as Heroditu 's describes, and surprised when the ugly
face of the doîphin rose before him and offered hirn a seat
upon his back; but vzy feelings on bebolding that creature
if hie corne, shall be, not so much surprise as gratification,
at seeing my usefulness se promptly recognized, and when
I have mounted upon bis back, harp in band, I shahl endea-
vour to sing you sweet songs, that may fill your heart witb
longing for that perfection wvbich ive se deeply need in this
new but by no. means untalented country of ours. Then
again, just as the act of those Grecian sailors arose from
want of respect for musical talent, though they were glad
enough in their vulgar way, as most men would have been,
to listen to the sweet singer, when hie offered them a fe
farewell entertainrnent. So my excursion of instruction into
the world of waters has its source, for the rnost part, in the
want of appreciation which >real talent meets with at the
bands of many of those who ought to do their best to foster
it. As 1 have already mentioned, my humnble mission in
this troubled sea, this'Canadian sea of ours, is to endeavour
to inspire its ambitious inhabitants witb a love for those
gentle arts and accomplishinents, in which, rne thinks, tbey
have sufficient abilify to attain g reat excellence ; for surely
it is uow tirne that our country, witb its healtby nortbern
clirnate, (though perbaps flot giving birtb to the luxuriant
imagination and startling geuius which sornetimes ripen
under a southern sky, yet produces stalwart frarnes and- keen
rnanly intellects), sbould strive to occupy a worthy position
in the world of Music, Art and Literature, whose. power bas
in ail ages, exerted such incalculable influence in the civili-
zation of mankind. With this 'conviction weighing upon

my mmnd, I, The Young Arion, go forth'tô adviýe .
fri ends and stir thern up for the honour of themselves i
their country. And now I bid you adieu, kind' read
looking forward te my next montbly converse witb yot
the hope that my youthful tongue rnay be loosened byt
kindly antidote against its silence, the approbation of
friends.

VOCAL MET.HOD.
"What metbod do you teach, sir?
"Vocal motbod, madam," "No, but 1 inean whiatpar-tiei

niethod do you use?" " lA series of exercises with cert
explanations, by the nens of which I arn enabled te assist
pupil in gaining a proper use of the voiee." "lBut you do
yet unde3rstand me; I mean, wvhat is the name of the Met
used by, or, in other %vords fohose mcthod i it? " How oi
doos it happen that this persistent question ie asked, and'
Lieldoin does the inquirer understand what tahe asks 1IlT
niethod ? " Ilhose method? " and, yet if' a naine is 'gi
wbat significance attaches to it 1 One.answers, "lthe a
method; " auother, "lthe Bansini method; " anether,
,Streeter rnethod," while others dlaimi "the pitre Italian niethc
and how -much wiser is the questioner ? How can
discî'iminate, or formi any hetter opinion of' tho nierits of
teûchers'after receiving ber answer than before? Wbat
she know of the varions contreversies that may have ta

Sla(c hetween the exýponents of different theories 2 wl
bringe ns to another serio fquestions. What do peeplem*
by this very formidable word which is semuch used and abus
Are there so xnany diferent results to be arrived at; or are
results intendedl to be the saine, though the roads he differe
fl'rve the pcrsons whose naines are attached to these var
IImethods each discovei'ed somte new truth regarding vý
developineut, whicb properI?ý entitles them to recognitie.
henefactors of the race; or have they merely dignified t
own wvay of teaching mrith this high-sounding naine?5
the last question niny be answeredt affirnîatively, we May
certain hýy lookzing about our- own eity where, at least t
teaehers have a.sserted the existence of" Ilmethods bearing t
owu naines." As I believe that trutbs beretofore unknown
now for the first time brou ght te light, i t is fiair to prèsi
that the naine is intcnded te apply to their inclividual ma
cf teachinug. If this ho the case methods wvill be as nume:
as teachers ; for ail teachers that are in earnest must diffi
manner of teachingl! No teacher can be tho exact ceunter
cf another, without siuking his wbole individually, in w
case bis toacbing hecomes inecbanical. Every t;ehe r
have, and niakce use cf idoas cf hie or' her ewn, 'especiall
bardly two pupils cati be tan gbt precisely in tbiesar>*i
Every eue must knew the neds of' etnch pupîl, anld study
mnias te onvey tie desir-ed infor-mationà. ?requently hei
state the saine t,'uth over and evei' again, using differeùt Il
nagc eacb turne, before it will bc undorstoec. IllustrationY
be used, nud the duluess cf the pui beDoînteracted hy
brightness cf the teacher. Sbarll bis partienllar mnannei
imparting information be cal led ie Ilmetbod ? "

But therè are those wvho edcin te tencb neiw ti'utbs,
dlaim te have discevered soute process by which singers
he made in shert ercler. Others again, %vho dlaim to
gained new light,and having plauisabe longues, creato af
flor a tume, and then disappear. Sncb ire eîîtitled te eailschemnes ",methods," even tbough tbey inay net be such a
approve cf. But, can any neîv trutbs ho breught for
regarding Ilvocal cultur'e ?" Well, perhaps se, *when thi
models cf architecture, sculpture, and pailting are set.
for soute improved wot-:k cf the pi-osent century but n.
then. Why? Recause the art cf singing was breught te
fection ene hundrcd ûnd fifty years ugo. Because the su
was Most exhaustively treated by Bernacehi, Porpera,ý
Mancini, and a hest nmoi'e whe follewed the lead of the.
head and founder cf the Italian Seheol cf Siiiging, .8an
Antonio Pisteechi, and who taughit se well that noue sinie,


