
WESTMINSTER H
'ber
ani a lew level had been opened,
trak order to niake room for the
out e pillar of coal had been dug
was a cog built instead. This,
give it e of heavy logs, with coal to
atte nt strength. In another place our
poht, Was called to some heavy
roof sett and cracked, caused by the
8till r int; but as plenty of support
tin~~. ained, we felt no fear. Con-
eave g our way, we came to a shining

lieh oal, semi-circular in shape,
it We had to stoop so low that

1g ook Ore coinfortable to sit down

ig her around us. A Ja) was work-
e drilling for a shot, and as

or eig around at his place of work
of t lours in the day, and thought
ohnly i.tonely hours spent here, his
and < s ors the mule and his driver,
Whic (0<tered the stooping position in
ol le ut work, we felt that the
o e use s0 freely does indeed cost
ile0 n e any a hour of toil in thee ann(

ofte a darkness, and, alas, too
costs iianv a life.

t cttish Mine Story.

I the ere the genial manager told
o the story of a mine liorse in one
lie sait nes of Scotland, which,

ot as a fact. This mine was
a< be el out and the liorse, whicl

beet WIr (Iow1 over twenty years, iai
ietinlie 1h1 around the shaft for
otied th> and doubtless imust have
er lifte signal by which the miners

tie up to the surface. One
tiat e engineer heard the three raps

whed ts the Signal that some one
etur .o be lifted up, and giving the

Ognal f three raps, lie waited
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for the one rap that would show that
all was ready. In a few minutes it
came, and as the cage reacled the sur-
face the old grey horse walked off,
causing the engineer to fiee in terror,
as lie thoughit it was the devil. Neetd-
less to say, it never went down again.
Picking up our lanterns, we resumed
our homeward and shaftward way,
having a distance of about three-quar-
ters of a mile to go.

Let any one wlio thinks there is any
romance in coal mining take the trip
we did, stumble over tracks, somietiies
bent almost double, see these men at
their work, and the idea of ronance
will soon be knocked out of then, es-
pecially if in their forgetfulness thev
may straighten up some time and re-
ceive a sharp knock on the head.

While going along the cracks we
would hear a <listant rumble, soon a
liglt would appear, and tlhé dii forn
of a donkey, with loaded car, on whiclh
vas seated the driver, would then be
revealed and glide past us as we crept
close to the rocky wall behind us.

On returning to the shaft--the sig-
nials having been given and returned-
we slowly made our way upward, an
reached the surface just as the whistles
were sounding the hour of noon. Iow
briglt the sunlight seemed to us, and
the happy voices of the children, just
let out of sclool, sounded like glai
musie to our ears.

Bidding our friendly guide good-bye,
we turned homeward, glad of the ex-

perience and valuing the wider know-
ledge that made us more fully appre-
ciate what a miner's life really meanîs.

The pgeeplThe superstition that a cool and sure-footed mai of business cannot be a
Ge1era l man dlies hard, but it is dying.-British Weekly (Article on

rwell Booth).


