THE SUNBEAM.

one,” mul she stooped down and kissed the child
while he murmured his thanks.

“How beauntiful they are all! but I want
you not only to think them beautiful but to
learn something from them. Yon see, dear
child, God has beer very kind to you—he has
given you what is called genius.  The little
drawings your mother showeld me when you
were ill are very well done indeed for so young
a boy who has tnught himself~that is a thing to
thauk God very much for. Then he saved your
lile su wonderfully! it was no simple chance
which made the doctor go out on such a night
and stumble againgt you nearly dead in the
rond. God must have putit into that good gentle-
man’s heart Lo carry you home thal same night
to your mother, so that he s1w poor little Anna
and made ber get well sooner than you, poor
child. And now you will soon be well again,
and when the spring comes you will be able to
run about upon the hiils once moare. T think
you ought to be very grateful to God.”

“T am, Iam,” he cried, “and for my picture
too.”

*Well then, Konrad, il you wish toshow Him
you are gratelul, lenrn a lesson from this picture
—and chiefly from the holy shepherds. They
cun never have seen anything so beautiful as
Jesus and Mary, in all their lives—but what
do you suppese they
did when they went back
to their rooms? Do you
think they went about
dreaming all the) day
long, letting their poor
sheep stray, and forget-
ting their little common
duvies ?”’

Konrad hung his head,
but the lady smiled.

“1 don’sv quareel with
a little day  dreaming,”
she gaid, * you could net
do without ir; but [
wiant you tosee bow vory
beantiful real cveryday
life is, or ought w be.
You c¢abnoe make your
drcani-life one half o
beautiful, try as you may,
as you can make this
olher real one by simply
doing Gol’s  will--beiny
bhumble, piuns, gentle,
and obedient. fhe Christ
Child had just the same
sort of things as yon to
do when He was your age
—He did not furget to do
them  beeause He was
thinking about heaven——
no, He did them, and
dild them well, And #0
your, Konrad, mu-<t do a!l
your fitthe Juties with all
your heart, and yonr life
will  he ag heautiful as
any story, amd your sond
like some sweet pictute
for Gud tolock upen with
pleasure  and  delight.,
Just think of all a litle
boy ¢an be!”

Aud then Konrad said :

“ 0, will be good ! And 1 will paint pictures
all for you, dear lady, when [ am a big man;
and uow and always [ will try o make my soul
bexutiful for the dear God to look duwa upon
and smile.”

THE SUNBEAM s a great paper, writes Perey
McG., St Paul, Minn, Everybody delighted
with the stories. Send me sample and blank
forms, You will hear Ntom me later.
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The devotion, or worship, as we say in our old
English speech, to the Blessed Virgin which the
Cathiolic Church teaches to her children, may
be Lest defined in these words: it is the love
and veneration which was paid to ber by her
Divine Son and His disciples, and such as we
should have borne to her if we had been one
with them ; and it is also the love and vencra-
tion we shall bear to ber next after her Divine
Son, when through grace we see Him in His
kingdom.
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“What's the malter with L’Assomption Col-
lege?” *It's all right.,” Fifty new paid up sub-
scribers received from Master A. C. He prom-
jses another round list in a few days. Come
again, L’ Assomption.

HOW DOLLY IS MADE.

T is an open secret that gSanta Claus brings
the greater part of hus vast stack of Christ-
mas toys from Europe, Germany being his
favorite collecting grounds. But he en-

courages American industry in a few directions,

notably in cheap mechavical toys. The tin rail-
way trains and tin horses and steambowmrs thab
ran when wound up with a key are made in
great quantities in Brooklyn by machinery, and
the cast irun toys of the same description are
made principally in New York., When be de-
sires an inexpensive mechanical toy, however,
he goes to France for it; to Saxony fur his

Noah’s arks and all the other carved wnoden

toys; to Nuremburg for his toys, tin irumpets,

and magic lanterns, and to Thuringia for his
toy china tea-sets.

Far more important than all other toys are
the dolls, and nine dolls out of ten are little
German girls. In whole districts of Germany
the people spend the winter in making dolls,
tilling their fields in sammer. The cheap wax
dolls, commercially known as ‘‘ composition
wax,” such as may be bought at retail in this
country for 25 cents, furnishes perhaps the best
iden of how dolls are made. A “madeller,”
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who has nothing further to do with the making

IN QUEST OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE

THIS CAUSE OF MUCH JoYy.

of dolls, makes plaster of paris mode’s of the
styles of heads and !imbs most in demand, and
sells them singly or in sels, to the peasants who
make the dolle. There are all sorts of faces

among the models--pretty girls, smiling
boys, okl women, wbegroes and  crying
babies.  Throughout the winter, (father,

mother, and all the larger children unite in
makiong papier mache casts from these models,
each cast being, of course, an exact counterpart
of the models, but thin aod light, and gray in
color.

The legs and arms are dipped ia tesh-colored
paint, and the painted shoes are put on with
brushes. These various parts, together witl the
head, are fastened to a cloth body stuffed with
sawdust, and dolly goes ofl' to the factory, where
the more artistic work is done. Her limbs have
the proper tint, her body is as true to nature as
necessary, but her head is still bare, her cheeks
nre gray, and her colorless eyes express no in-
telligence.

An _expert workman in the factory, holding
dolly by the feet, dips her head and “shoulders
for a moment in melted wax, and she emerges
from the bath (he composition wax doll of com-
merce. When she is sufficiently dry she passes
into the hands of a girl operator, who quickly
paints the pink tinge upon lher cheeks. An-

other girl adds the blue eyes, still another the

eyebrows and eyelashes, and s0 she goes throngh
the hands of a row of girls, one girl for each tint,
the whole process taking about six hours, for
there are delays while the paints are drying.
In six hours the girls are expected to paini ten
grosy, or nearly)1,600 dolis complete. This re-
quires rapid work, and the girls receive about
$1.75 a_week each. Ilowing locks of mohair
fastened to the head, and dolly is ready to emi-
grate to Ametica. :

For the real wax doll, « more expensive arti-
cle, the moulds for the head are made in three
parts—one back and two fronts. The moull is
filled with melted wax, which is allowed to re-
main for & minute or two, and then all that is
not hardened is poured out. This leaves a hol-
low wax head about & quarter of an inch thick,
which is afterward strengthened by *backing”
with a quarter of an inch of papier mache.
Some patent “washable” dolls are made of hard-
ened papier mache, and when these have cloth
feet, which wiil not break, they are a valuable
addition to the nursery.

‘The most desirable doll in the market, how-
ever, according to an expert German toy manu-
factorer now 1 this country,is the “ kid body
doll.” The kid bodies are stuffed with hair;
and with bisque heads,*flowing wigs, moving
eyes, and shoes and stockings, they are sold at
retuil in any of our large
cities for from 23 cents
t0 $10. Oceasionally snw-
dust, is substituted for
the hair stuffing,

There are several styles
of jointed dolls ; the com-
mou ones, to setl from 5
to 50 cents; a bhelter
grade, “full jointed,” to
sell at from 95 cents Lo
33, and especially tine
ones which are used Lo
show pieces in store win-
dows.

But if we do nol make

dolls to any extenl in
this country, we repuir
them ab o great mte.
Abouty Chyistmas  time
“doll hogpitals” are cs-
ablished in alf the big
stores,in New York where
tovs are sold, and dolls
with eyes that  shoald
move but are lixed, with
legs  that  insist  upon
being kneck-kneed, with
arms that should swing,
hut don’t, are repairald,
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HAT an  earthy

AN BARTHLY
piradise is i re-
fined Cuholie

PARADISE.

: home! The par-
ents belong to some of
the chureh societies and
the older children are
members of the sodality.

The sacraments keep
them innocent, and that
Sacranients of sacraments gives them the in-
effable pence of Christ. Quiet, order, gentle-
ness and kindness are the guardian angels of
the housebold, nnd education brings in its
accomplishments Lo add their charms to the or-
dinary monotony oflife. ‘The souls of all the
members of the family are growing in grace ;
their minds ave open to whatis most choice in
science and art ; and in their material surronnd-
ings they enjoy all the comforts and some of
the Inxnries of nincteenth century existence.

Troubles may comeand troubles may go, but
the hearts in such a homs are tranquil.

ST, ANN'S 70 THE PRONT.—Miss M. McA. is so
far ahead in the competition for the girl's first
prize.
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“Billy, [ believe I'm inlove!”  “What makes
you think so, Tommy 2 * *Cause I washes my
neck and comes my hair without being tokl.”

Miss Mary D., St. Mary’s parish, is a goad
second in the race for the girls first. prize. May
success crown your efforts, Mary.

A work of fiction—The weather prophet’s al-
manac.
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