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clear that he ia strongly « uympathetic %wîth the cause of the
wholesale grocers, and the now fainous letter of the latter
association to the Prinie Minister urging hia appointmient as
chaînnian (if the board is public property. As a final illustra-
tion of this attitude, we reu2ali thiat recently the Canadian
4Canners and the Domninion Canners were required to pay over
to the wholesale grocers the amouniit of a loyalty rebats,
wbich, according to the Fedoral Trade Commission, would
p)ro,)biy be illegal iii the United States.

Leave Business to Regular Chairnels

Closely akin to what we have been describung, tihere is
oe respect ef the legisiation which requires mention. I rs-
fer to section 17 (2) of the Combines and Fair Prices Act, in
wWtch it la stated, ' ........ non shall any manufacturer,
wholesaler or jobber, because anything herein contaiueti, be
unden obligation to sell to other than such clauses of pensons
as are accustomed to purchase froni manufacturera, whole-
salers or jobbers, respectively, non shall any person be under
obligation te sei] otherwvise than in accordance with the. ondin-
ary course of business." The evident intent of this pro-
vision la to kespi trade golng through the regulax channels
of wholesale and netail establishiments, anti to prevent ths
developmient of co-opertitve associations, consumera' clubs
and i umilar organizations, which have heen a mieana of
benefit te consumer membens wherever they were able to buy
from the mianufaicturera or wholesalers. This provision,
which, ais Judge Robson has, Saiti, "removes the last chance
the consumner hati to dIo anything for huis9elf in reducing the
cost of living," might seemi te have been approveti by parlis-
ment unwittlngly, but the fraier of the Act seems to have
inserted it of set purpose, for he saya, in the iecision regard-
ing the York Trading Comnpany, that this, iii his opinion, is a
wise pollcy. In other words, this opinion has been incor-
porateti by parliamient, inte legisition as al declaration Jf
that b<ody's trade policy for the whole commercial mechanlsm;
and lu te be the determlininc elemient in the decisioia au te
the avenuesq along whîch trade may be pursusd.

This provision, theni, beglge4 about the consumners of the
country; it tells them what lu the lawful course through' which
the. distribution ef necessitis may take place, andi gives theni
ne cholce but te follow in the way laid down as legitimafte.
It im more than) pau9sing strange that panliamieat should not
have allowed the conisumera of the country the utmost opper-
tunlty to worlt for their owni welf are by buyig thein -neces-
sities in the- way whlch they tuain mlosRt ecnnlcl ather
tha forcing thern te pay tributs il]] alonig thalt lins whh
otlxers conidler te bp for the best interests of the countny.
Would it not be wlse te ahlow the people to chooso, rat1her
than having the choie imposeti upon themi froni aboes?
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Board Should b. Jt.origatzsd

I have given enough in the foregolng acco
the board's wonk te indicate that thern s u ueci
revision of ita entire polcy, andi of th. legisi
under which t op)eràates. Although the conal
of its efforts have been mngre andi much hoi
areuseti aganat it, the board, if reorgaize<
purpose anti methotis, mlight be of great
country, Thene lu much important wor* that
whlch ila properly quallfied and censtituteti;-
pernxltted, in cloig, to sugst smre lines of
iiould be undentaiten.

Publlcity la oe of the greatest educative
ageneles that can bu eniployeti te noiti busin.
bout forni andi character. There are many
practices of the. present whlch could not stai
public scrutlny, ant iIf tbsy wsne shown in
nature thoge Who commilt uuch acta would h
desiut froni theni or los their standing among
associates. Much more can bc aceempllab.l il
by the thrnatening ari anti the uncertain cou
The. dragging of doubtful or shady practices
profits into the lght of day, ao thut the. pub


