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TII]" CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND ‘TA'I‘URALIST

in the mrl\' pm‘t nf tho seasol.. Two years
ago, n hoy who resides u low miles sonth of this
town, toll me that the summer before, he had
fonnd the eggs of this bind on the bare "romul
where n log had been removed, in a picee of
EWlINpY land. In 1865, when T came to reside
in North Wallaee, a neighbonr found a nest of
the W lnp-lmor-\ull con(nmuwl\\o egrag, in the
month of Angust; this= scems to indieate that
it hatches more than once in the season, as it
is well known that the eggs are generally found
in the early part of Tune. The latter nest was
on a picee of rising ground elose by n pine and
cedar swamp, and’ the cxes were of a bluish
white color mottled with lrownish Ulack. The
peculiar notes of this bird are probably the
voice of the male, and ita noisy repetition is
generally heand at the time when the female
is seleeting her nesting place, and  during
inenbation.  After the young arc hatched, the
time and attention of the male is occupm«l in
assisting to supply their wants, and his twilight
notes «rr'ulu-lllv cease as the young become
more voracious, until ahout the middle of July,
when he becomes silent, except when the first
eggs have been removerd and his mate is again
ne~nn-v Tt makes noregnlar nest ; the two egos
aredej )0=1ted on :omcclr\' leaves, or fine rotien

\\ood, near awampy wools, where amid the
dense folinge, and gloomy shade, perched
lengtlavise on a low ln-mu.h, or mossy Jou, the !
male passes the hours of sunlight in tllcncef
and inunctivity, bt as the shadows of c\’ennwf
gather over lhe woodlamls, it commences its
Jo“ soft flight in pursuit ofnwhl II_)m-rnwect i
or in some dark retreat, « be-'nm its evening
hymn”  The Winter 1) ren—A query re"nrd-
ing the nest of this bird, i< also made. Tdo
not know it by thet name, bt there is a Wren
quite common in the wild swampy woods of -
Central Ontacio, whose thrilling notes are
very pleasant, espeeinlly when heard in the
em‘iv spring mornings, hefore the snow and
ice have (]l-ll])])("ll‘(.'«l Trom -the gloomy plnces,
where the littie ereatnre takes up its summer
residence. lts greneral appenrance i similar
to that of the House Wi ren, but it is rather
smaller and darker in color. It sometimes
utters notes like the red squirrel, and n"n.m
like the chirp of the cricket, hut londer. It
forms a nest like that of & monse, generally in
the nnder part of the turned np root of a fallen
tree, sometimes in the side of an old )llOSﬁ-'
covered log, or rather stump; the ontside is'
formed of moss, and the inside is lined with |
fine dry grass, lmthu" and hair. Its cggs
are white with reddish apots scattered over the |

lur"o end. Tt x~om(~hmo~s lnv eight
T ||o~e in my colleetion were taken l'mm 1 nesl
of ix in the carly parl of June 1879, Sitta
Cunadensix is vather a rara aris in those
distriets where my ornithelogieal vesenrches
have heen pursned. It appears to preter the
deep evergreen woods to the hardwood timber
Iands. T have not seen its nest or eges, bt
am informed that they ditter litdle from thase
af the white-bellied spocies, T have often seen
the nest aml cges of the latter and can fnrnish
u sketeh if desived.  Purus Hudsonicus doos
not visil this lntltmlo, amd the Pine Grosbeak
iz only a rare winter vizitor. Of owls 1 have
not seen a nest or egy of any of the species,
some of them, however frequent our wols,
and ‘doubtless nest here.  Mr. Vennor's article
on the nest of the Sparrow Owl, is the only
article on the subjeet that have ever seon.
It is a very rave binl here.  The Womdpeekers
mentioned do no visit this region.  The nest
of u Crosshill, containing vonng, has lheen
seen in n neighhouring lownship, in the
month of March, and another sprgies, the
Shore Lark also nests in Marel and April.
Wa. L. Kes,
Listowel, Ont., Mareh 1ith, 1882,
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Pine Grosbeak (1. Canurlensis). T colleeted
au adult female in the immediate vicinity of
this city, abont the beginning of August, 1879;
this was the only one T have observed durm"
sammer, Mr.J. IL. Carnall informs me that
he found them quite abundant. in Septemher,
on Nictaux mountnin, Tobique river; he also
fonml several old nests, whicin he assures me
were made by these birds. Some years they
are ehundant, then, for two or (hree successive
\\'mterq, we see nothing of them, During the
winters of 1876 ard 1878 they were very

-abundant, visiting the suburhs of the city,

feeding on the berries of the monntain n~l|.
Can you give n reason for the peenlinr move-
ments of this bird?  Hudson Bay Tit, (Parns
Hudsonicus). This Titmouse is umloulnmllv
a cerident with us, and breeds in this Provinee,

'T collected a specimen on the 20th of May, and
“have observed them here during sunnncr
“Mr. Banks noliced a pair in .luu(-. carrving

material for nest-building. Two nests of this
gpecies were discovered nenr Stewineke, N.S.,
by Mr. Bailey of the Nuttall ()nnthnlovlml

Club.  Red-bellied Nuthateh, (Sitfa Canarlen-
1gis). Have fonnd this bird nesting near S,
Johm. They are more abundant some scasons

than others, Hanown Girsewr.
St. John, N.B., March 13, 1882,



