
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTIILY

When Riobinîsonî Crusoe was on biis island xvitli the coliii)IillY of

but bis 1)airot amdI lus goats, a doctor nuiiglit tiiid aî place for lus,

SCienee the louel.v mnaî mnigt be siek or hurt, and the phy.swcian

or surgeon wouI(1 bc a god-seud. But there wvas no roonu for the

layer-Crusoe hiad iio rights to enlforc ag'aiist other, n ut

to be enforeed of imi in favor of others. It nuay indeed be that

in the course of evolutiouî of huniiianity tue lower animlais wl 1 iii

timie be vested with rigluts against tlieir lordc, but so far thcy liave

noue. Thýe trifhing protection tlieY ii0w bave is (11e not to auiy

legal right thev iiiay have-no one lis ever beard of a hlorse or a

dog suing his inaster for damages-blit to the sentiment of pitv

in thec humiian inid. This is quite dIistinct fromi a riglit.

Let ne explain b)y ani eXuillple. Ifa mau 111iiiits aiuothei, lie mauiv

be suied and compelted to IMIy 1111elv to huaii lie lias ijured, auJ

bie camunot îiiîuiizc tlue oflenýe 1w kîling hi. A luorse Iuis owncr

should uîot hurt ; but the hiorse Caiot get damuag'es, and it is a icss

olfence to kill a huorse than to torture Iiiîuî. 'l'le stray do, and cat

wbich no one wants will be kiIled by the Societ.v for the I>revefltioui

of Cruclty f0 Animiais with the hearty approval of cvrvlo. ;lit

no 0110 is allowed f0 kili it by deg-rees. Tliere is 11o Society for

the IPrevenfion of Cruelfy to 1ilibeciles wvhich wii lue allowCîl to

kîli theni f0 put thein out of their misCl'y, 110 1 îeriuissible euthan-

asia to put an cud ta a living death.

But once another buiinan being arrivcd ont the islauld, thiere wcu*e

relative righfts and duties-the riglit of FrudlaY to be allowC(l to

live, the dlutY of (1rusoe to ]cet him, live. Life, liberty aud ftie pur-

suit of bappiness were the rights of ecd aud it uvas the duity of

ecdi to respect the right of the other.

he law, whethier custoin or 1egislative, looks -o tlue comllilitv

ani the rifles of law are i-be rules whichi are believed, righitly or

wrongly, i-o be for the bemiefit of a coniiuuiiiitYv. An indiviual

ils ill(ividIl, uiiy d10 as lie likes, s0 long as lie does uiof interfere

with the well-being of the commnity.

These considerations, comiaonplace as sonie nîiay consider i-hein,

are often overlooked. 1 think i-bey xviii solve niiafly of the diffiduul-

tics niedieal men feel in. respect of the iaw.

Now ici- nie take some concrete cases. A very emninen- medical

man says to nie: " It woffld be interestullg fa note the xvorking of

the legal mmnd regarding such a question as tus 'Wvsol1h

legal definif ion of insauuify auJ responsibilify remain.af variancde

with the medical conception, which is founided on experience rai-ber

than thueory ?' "
My answer is, there is no legal definifion of insanify. No

doubt there are a dozen or miore,,medieal definifions and haif a


