T L

s

i

WALTTLS RN

AN, == am ] \\“

Ly e s LU
AN~ -

) YN T2 B AT o o raa s a8 rrrar=
W "\\“"“’&\\\\\\\\‘{\‘A\_\{‘R\{\\\“‘

CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

) 0

IX.

MONTREAL, FRIDAY, MARCH

11, 1859. —

voL. ‘3.

~THIODOLF THE ICELANDER.
BY BALZON DK LA MNOTTE rounoa.
CHAPTER X.

« We have then had a wedding in Tceland !
said Thiodoll, as they all sat the next momigg
at breakfast in the hall. & How did you like it,
dear bride anil bridegroom? T think that though
you were 2 littte frlgh'tened at first, and the
starin sang a wild song without, you are yet well

leased witl the whale business, as it all fell out,
and nat altogether displeased with we. Is it not
g0 And he stretched out both bis bands to
the young hushand aud wife with hearty good
pature ; Pietro and Malgherita warmly pressed
them.

w There is but one thing to be thought about,”
said Nefiolf, ¢ bul that is a very important one.”

» Now,” cried ‘Uhiodolf, 1 shall be glad to
hear this mar vellous fuct.” :

« 3yt what can T do T answered the old man.
« When I begin to speak out what 1s in wmy
heart, it is all oue as to begiu to chide thee; and
then thon wilt break forth into thy berserker
rage, wlhich belongs to our race as to ail the
narthern hero-races, and thou wilt destroy us all.”

« Uncle,? said Thiodoll, ““ aflter the berserker
rage one becomes powerless as 2 child ; then you
can bind we and take every sort of vengeance
on e which comes iuto your bhead.”

“ And when we are all atain by thy wild band,”
returned his unele, * who is there to take ven-
geance on Lhee T )

“'I'hat is true” answered Thiodolf, shaking
his bead ;  that mukes it a very bad business.—
1 will tell you sowething, uacle ; only scold me
in moderation, and then I think T can keep my-
seil quiet. Al the year through, you kunow, I
am used o a certain amount of grumbling. Tt
is true that yesterduy somewhat of the old rage
broke lvose in me, and therefore to-day I can
less anewer for nyself than usual®

« Just so,” said Nefioltf; ¢ one must be very
much on one’s guard with thee.”

« Ay 1" replied Thiodolf; “but if my ber-
serker rage s strong, I am strong too, and I can
keep it down for a good while. [f it gets too
nauch for me, I will stamp with wy feet; and
theo kave off at once, my very dear unele, if
your neck is precious to you. Aod now take
couraze, in the rame of all the gods.”

¥ Well, then,” began s uncle, ¢ what couldst
theu mean by putting so completely out of sight
respect aud good tnanners towards the nable
Gunnar?  Like a forward, impatieat boy, thou
didst tear the pious priest from bis peatector, aud
Lring to pass with noise, injustics, and outraue,
what might have been Jone with peace, geutle-
ness, and justice. Didst thou thiuk, my boy,
that thou wert the Mount ltlecla, who pours
forth fire and amale over [celand according to
its good pleasure? Nay, truly, thow art nat
that  and of thou choosest to fancy thysell to be
such, we must, as soop as may be, bring thee to
thy senses agan, by showmg thee at once thy
wad handywork. 1 will do iy best in thisg and
Guaunar, unasked, will do as much.  With all his
relations amd allies—"

Then Thiodol! stamped on the ground, and
the old man was sient. DBut the youth oaly
cried out: « I rather like you to scold me; for
1 can then thisk on the face of my dear father,
as b lay so still, and stiff; and-dead, when the
spear of the sea-robber bad struck him,aud they
bare him to the grave, and [ foilowed hun, moan-
ing. But I pruy you carnestly to abstain from
the like {oolish threatenings about Guuoar and
bis relations. Let him come, with uncles and
cuusing, und, if he pleases, with aunts and sisters
te boot. I have long had a great wish (8 sauke
face against a little body of five or siz- WArTIOr'S,
who would come upon wme all at onee; and if
every one in this court wishes to encounter but
half the vumber, it would be Jight play with Gua-
nar,?

Al this mament one of the houseliold entered,
announcing that a nessenger from Gunuar steod
without, of wrathful mien, and bearing a red
shield, after a warlike fasiion. He demanded
that the Christian priest, Jonas, should be re-
stored, and would not hear of receiving hos-
pitality.

“ There is not the least need that he should !”
cried Tliodolf, still somewhat wild from what
had been saidl ; he then scized the priest by the
-arm, and hastened out with bim, to give such an-
swer as be thought fit. Pictro would huve fol-
lowed to protect his fellow-Clristiun, but Nefiolf
itaplored hum to remain.

“ My wild vepliew,” said he, % is not wicked,
aud will assuredly do the old man no hurt. But
fince yesterday ecvening the blood runs wadly in
his veins, and he does yot so master himsclf that
any one can gpeak to him upinvited witliout some
wischief probably ensuing.”

At the same time Malgherita held fast her
husband with Ler little hands, anxiously and ca-
ressingly, so that Pietro could in no ways leave
Athe bl v

In- the mean lime Thiodolf, mounted on the
outer wall of the court, held the old pricst over

the oak palisade, suspended in the air, and ealled

out to the messenger: “ Since thou bast made
thy request so boldly and after such unizannerly
fashion, it would be a rightful return to thee if 1
were Lo throw thy jewel broken at thy feet.—
Bat I myself love him too well for that. Wait
a litthe, and I will briog bim down to thee forth-
with.”  Then he drew back the priest, stroked

"his cheek lovingly, and carried him down to the

door with the atteution and reverence of a son.
As he gave hin aver to the messenger, he said
to the latter, % Take that dear good old man
carefully home for me. I should have done it
myseif, lad you oot made so needless a noive
with this comiug of yours. And you may tell
your lurd that it need nat come lo war between
us. I will give wyself up to hum at the next as-
sembly on the Rock of Justice, and submit to
what e tunself shall acknowledge to be fair.”
Iherewith be returaed o his friends around the
fie, and sawd, smiling @  Be in no troubdle about
a war. I see Lbat with fellow-countrymen that
15 not to be thought of. Stift 1 wiil not be
threatened 5 and [ know well howv I can peace-
ably get out of the buminess, But if Gunaar
will bave war and tumult—well then, it is his
fault, and I shall no looger be in the least sorry
for it
CHAPTER XI. :

The powerful protector of the old Jonas seem-
ed unt to belirve in the peaceable intentions
winoh Thiodoll bad natified to bim thraugh his
messeng-r; on the contrary, he digently fur-
nished bimsell and bis friends with arms and
horses, and surnmoned from afur ali his allies,
merely, he said, to lead thesn in 1he beginning of
spring to the geaeral assembly of the people at
the Roek of Justice ; but it cauld plainly be
seen, by the disciplining of his tronps, that he
tooked rather to do, or to prevent, some bold
deed, than to make preparations for an august
and impoxing appearanze. Jona spoke on Lhis
subject to his noble bost with ufectivnate earn-
estaess, and requiced that he, as a Christian,
shauid show bimaell like hbis heavenly master, by
agrecing to a peacefol reconciliation ; but Gun-
nur snswered @

“ Dear old sir, T do all this only from neces-
sity 3 for the waculy youth, I tell you, will do
pone of al} those just things that be Ius promised
e,

“ Ay, ay,” said Jonas, shakwug his ol bead,
i you good [eelanders 2ssuredly belong to tha
noble Germun race {rom which we Enghstmen
also are proud of having come. And can you
thus doubt one another’s woed? ‘o me tha
wild young lion appeared a noble creatwe of the
Lord"

“ 1 will not deny 1,” said Guonar; “an the
contrury, we [edlanders look upor Lin as a glo-
rious scion ol lis house, who in tiune wili briayg
much honor to sur island. Neither do L aay
that be mesos to tell me falseno s only yon
yourself canuot deny that he is wild as a storm
in autumn ; and who keows whither the storm
may curry Lim?  But, at all eveuts, the told
son of Aanundur will not easily get over thi-
business ; for although many former thiugs have
been passed over and forgiven bim in the wssembly
of the people, they are all very wrath with buu
this time.  They might be too harsh with ban
aud as I am aricd and powerlal wia, it is 1y
duty to look carclully to thus, lov the sake of the
whale island.”

They hud often thus spuken together; for
Jonas, although te had nat wuch o sy agunst
Gunour’s argmnents, yet always led hun back to
the subject, thking by slow degrees to being
him to wilder thoughts. Th- mid-day sua was
now shining bright uver the snow. aud 11 looked
atmost asf a kudly sun were risiag o Guaaar »
mind. He showed wore mirth than disgust at
‘Thiodolf’s wild impeluosity ; and fe owned  that
bold mad deeds were not unenonnon araungst the
youths of Iceland; ouly, he adled, nose bad
ever been quite so darmg as Tinodoli’s.  Juet
then an old servant entered the raoin y he loaked
vexed and astomshed, wnid said that oue of the
foreign soldiers, who werc naw presawy isto
Gunuar’s service ou account of the high pay, bad
just struck dead the finest bull of the herd, be-
cause the noble crealure on itx way hume bad a
little threatened bLim with s borvy.  Guanar
was about Lo burst forth; but Jouas said, smil-
ing:

“ Now truly, dear sir, the weal ar wo of Ive-
jand 15 not here coneerned, und yous may, withow
blame, show yourself to e a patient Choistian.”

Guanar aotded aa assent, aad desired that the
soldier might be brought 0. A tall stalwarl
figure eutered, clothed wiron, with a cap ol
bear-skin half draws over s fuce, Ins clin and
upper lip covered with a tnek grizzied beard.

“ Why didst thou kill the bult 1" asked Gua-
nar.

«Tr was but stroke of axe against stroke of
horn,”’ ansered the soldier. ¢ The retura seem.
to me fair ; and such an exchiange bas bevn teurd
of vefore. 1 should bave been but a had belp
to you in peril, hud 1, huntead, cautiomty aveided

the danger. Trust me, my way was much the
quickest and best.”

“ The quickest, may be,” said Guanar, hail-
displeased and baif-laughing § ¢ but as to the
bust 7

* Il wmy way pleases you not,”” answered the
soldier,  then let me go. I will not take your
pay 2oy longer. Things are here very different
from what ¥ looked for—neither bear-hunting nor
other fights! There are indeed bear-skins for
us to sleep on ; but except that, you have hardly
the least thing which an honorable maa can take
pleasyare in.”

Guonar’s wrath was kindled, and he struck
with his drawn sword at the speaker ; but a be-
seechiag look from the Christian priest softened
hitn at oace, aud he swid: *¢ Go, if it please
thee.”

¢ Yea, with a wound,” answered the soldier;
and stretched out his arm, from which the hot
blood ran from a scratch which Gunnar’s sword
bad made.”

Gunaar offered him n amends gold and weap-
ons 3 bul the mdignant soldier would take no-
thing at first, wntil at Just he changed his purpese,
aud breaking off the head of a beautiful lance
which Guunar held towards lnm, he cried out:
* I will take away this as a memorial ; and now
atl is well,  Bot, Lord Gunnar, swear (o me,
before this witness that you will in no ways
bring a eomplaint against e at the Rock of
Judgment, and that our strife is dead and buried
for eves.”

Guonar did so, before Jonas and the troops
‘who had come into the hall; and the soldier,
wrapping the spear-head in his mantle, strode oul
of the house, Jonas praised Gunnar’s conduct §
but found him, after this comphance, whieh he
rated high, less wilbng than ever tu give up hiy
warkhke prepiarations apuinst Thiodall.

“The bold youth was the while following the
winter chase in the mountains and on the sea-
cnasts 3 he came very rurely o las home, where
much unxicly was felt about him by those who
knew the power and the wrath of hix rich enemy,
But all this did not distwrb fum § aud as ~oou as
spring sent s fiest thawing breath over the sea,
he prepared with light cheerfuluess for lus jour-
ney to the assembly of the people.

CHAPTER XII.

There is in Iceland a high rock, which stands
up 1o the midst of a green valley, osce avergrown
with xhady bushes, so that o wan could lie under
them, aud hear and see whoever was speaking
{roin the sumont of the rock.
Phiodolf, this rock was called the ¢ Rock of
Judgment 3 and it was the eustam at the be-
ginning of spring, or any appeinted time, to meer
there, and to speak of wlat was fur the goud
aad wellare of the whote nanion. Far Ieeland
was then a free comntry, anid the people were
judged by nune other than certiin judges whon
they themselves chose, and who were called
Lagmunner.

In the spring we are speaking of, the brave
tectanders were stambing or sittny together all
armed, 48 heseems unble and brave meo ; so that
many bright spear-points flashed  throuzh the
branches, and mavy pohshed shietds shooe on the
fresh grass, as they lay at tneir nnsters’ fent. -
Sume had also brought their houuds and falcons
with tham.  Many 2 large, beaatifully marked
dag fuy stretched by his brave lord ; and cuuning
falcnns sat on thewr shoulderg, or swept around
then beads with slow and well-trained fhgit,

Thivdoll way thus standing in the 1krong, with
s faithiu) fulcon on bis shoulder; and  be held
s tame woll by a chan, which e could e
slip, if be pleased, in an iostant.  He had ce
fused all other companions 3 bis wncle be thought
oo ald and thoughtful for wrny things tha
aight come to pass on this occasion s bad Piwctro
come with bim, Malgberita would bave wept Lill
ber bright eyes were dimned ; and ax to war-
riars of lower rank, be could protect hiwsell as
well without then as wath them.  Ho tenth, @t
wan wisy (o see that he was mare likely to give
telp thau tn need it aod in spite of the brilliant
company of kinwuen, triends, aud soldiers who
surrounded the vich Gunuur, the two sides did
unt acem 50 very uversal,  But all the [erland-
vrs now looked askauce and vexed at the youth
whom they had se deacly loved, full of sorrowlul
displeasure for the harm which ke had brouzit
upou hamsell.

"ben Guonar ascended the rock, and with
many Wis: words he made known the terrible
outrage that Tuwdolt’ bad offered bim —outrage
yet more tecrible 10 the secunty of ther  be-
Ioved island, which bitherto theie fathers bad pre-
served in peace aud huvor, sufe trow the tyranny
of inperious chiel~.  But could it be ealled de-
crat and seemly, when every bold youth might
break through the limits of the law, plundering
and attacking tn his heatt’s content? 'I'his mis-
deed must be punished, and Thiodolf nust de-
clare what expiation he will make for his offeace
—whether he witl give gold, arms, bores, or a
picce of hud—or whether he will betake hia-

self to exile for wany years.

In the days of

When Gunnar bad finished his rather long
specch, he made as thongh he would have left
the place to his enemy ; but Thiodolf called up
to him, “ Remmn thou there; we shall have
1oom side by side, and the business will soon be
over." '

Gupnar perchance thought of a bloody end-
ing; for he drew lighter the fastenings of his
arwor, put on his iron cap, aud said with foreed
calmness, * Come up, thou wild adversary; [
await thee here”

Thindoll fustened the wolf’s chain securely to
an ouk, bade the mauster o be quiet, and then
the next instant spraug, with all his powertul ac-
1ivity, beside Guunar on the reck. The fulcon
hovered high above themn both,

“ Hast thou now done with thy specch 7 ask-
ad the yautn, boldly 3 and as Gunnar answered
that he had, Thiodoll' Lroke forih into a loud,
merry laugh, saying, * ‘That 1s well 5 for thou
hast already tsed many necdless words, which
will profit thee nothing during thy whale life.”

“Do yon hear it, leelanders? do you hear
how he scaras e and vour Jaws? cried Gun-
nar, angrily 3 aud amurour of deep thieatening
wrath was heard througboat the whole assembly,
foretelitng a speedy outbreak.  But Thiodolt
stamped with his frot Gl the rock seemed to
shake uader him ; winle he calied out to Ui peo-
ple below, with his loud penetrating voice, ¢ St-
fence ! No sosud was beard agan but that of
the wolf, who huwted loudly and hiereely 5 but no
sooner Lad hix master cried, * ilold thou toa thy
peace-—the business concerns thee as hite as
thuse others,” than he luid  bLimsell quietly dowa,
and curled up like an obedient dug.

* Couutrywmen,” sud ‘Chiodalt, ** you ust nat
again begin to be ugey, if Iagain bugin to
laugh; for s¢e naw, | cannot thuk of the long-
drawa-out speech of the wise rich mau without
laughing, 1le has takeu so much trouble about
it; I think L citn ave him in bis dwelling, how he
pondered over i, aud tried it before ins house-
hatd, and perhaps befare bis guests 5 and they
all marvelled greatly at ity aud at length kuew 1t
30 well that they cauld cven belp i, did be
stumble at any part ; and then he at leagth clim-
bered up this vock, and brought his wisdow with
w5 aud thee—all these paws and majesti; ap-
pearance are o vain--iny chifdeen, T must kagh
5@, bave a litde patience, 1 will soon make you
see how very much he ias wasied bis breath,

He broke out again into a loud laugh ; anid the
wild youthiul mervinent was caught up by the
witole assembly, ull auee, not even thove who
liad Gunnar's business most at heart, couldl reaist
the infertiou.

Thea the arritated compluinant grew more |

wralhiful ; ue towered the pomt of by speur to-
wards Ulhiodall.  But the latter dunnediztely
grasped s adversacy’s arn, and cricd vui, ** Be-

ware, that thon dost ool make e aagry. [ could .

vastly brealk (hy hones iy pieces, and U should oo
~0ry 10 du b o Uns hwnorable assembly ;o but
the guilt would be thiye own,  How goes it with
Lhe bear, when be seizes tie wild bull 7 But be:
pistrent, open tlune cyes, aud say (hysell whcether
ties broken fance dues not lurbid thee 1o bring
any complaint against me."”  And be heid before
Guunar’s eyes the broken polished bewd of a
lance 3 and, for furitber prool, he drew back his
sleeve, aad showed a deep scar, which gave sure
evideace that he was the swme with whom Gun-
aar had wade 2 soleina reconciluttion belore wit-
avasex, on iie occaston ol the slaughtered buli.
Guoaar luoked dowa surprised and ssbamed. At
leugth he declared, while ins checks glowed with
shame and displeasure, thal be was truly outwit-
ted, and thal [he whole business was ended, —
Hardly had 1be words pussed his Lips, when Tuo-
dolf clasped i Iovingly 1o his arns, aud kissed
mam hearidy, saving @ Bear e ill will 0o longer
mdeed, | used no crafl in the allee, but it all
turned out w0 of itsell, I bad lately met the old
pwate Murdur ou the sea-eoast as [ went to fish,
and [ alew bon dead wath wy battle-axe.?

A loud ery af juy intercupted the youth, for
this same pirate Mordur bt been the terror of
the whole island, and none had dared to oppose
hin band to hand. Sume voices in the crowd
asked wherefore the youth had so long kept back
the good pews; but Thiodalf stamped violendy
on the rock, and thundered out, * Silence !—
What more is there to be said,” continued he,
 when one solilier has thrown down another never
to rise again T 1t las often happened before, and
wili often happen again in this world.  But
when 1 bad dug a grave for the grim old fellow,
and was about o lay him oty it caine across me
that o 1 had such along grizzled beurd on ing
lipy and chin, none would know e again. I cut
off bis wild bush of hatwr, wade mysell a good
beard with it, drew 1ay bearskmn cap over my
face, aud first only thowstit of having a little
sport wilh the gentle Provencul lady who lives
in our house.  Bul asshe bus already been twice
aliost killed by iny jokes—she is not, indecd,
very strong by nature—I thought to wyself, thou
Ladst beiter try it at once on Guanar ; perchance
thou mrghiest do hitm some serviee which would
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reconcile him to thee. If that may not be—
well, I must sebit, il I am bunished the island
for some years, at the Rock of Judgment ; at all
events, I meant to ga forth 1o sevk adventures,
Then it all bappened as Gunnar hinse )l can best
relate.  Dear Gunoar, be pacilied ; in troth, 1
bave meant nothing but pood towards you.”?

. The trae-hearted youth obtained ready for-
giveness from Gunnar; and to honor his valiant
deed of slaying the pirate Mardur, the noblest
inbiabitants of Teeland accompauied the brave
T'ltiodolf ta his home with the sound of horps and
Joylul cries.

CHAPTRER XUi.

Inone af thase logely days which spring brings
to the earth, and with which she rejoices even
the remotz and far-north iceland, Pietro and
.\:[ul,:;llcrit:l h.:u! wandered down to the sea-shore,
Their way fd Jed wem meenseiously 10 the
same spot where, in the antmnn, they huf reach-
ed the fand afier their shipwreek 5 and as alf now
fooked bright and blaoming around then, and the
sun gaily Bashed upon the blue waves, thouphits
of the past cane over thew, aod they sang to-
gether this fay ¢

TIETRO,
A fisher wandered by« bronk
Vhich watered Provence’ lowery land,
Al dewy pearlr (el trew his ayey,
And deopped ioia his bhotlow hnnd.
A yolden Jute upon big showiders glenmed,
And almost ke wn errant-kniglic he seemed.

MAL'ERITA.
A il mpou the custle wall
Guaed un the ienttows from abore,
And e there enmn w tuueful gonnd,
Which flonied as on wings of love.
It wax the fisherman wha passed tint way,
Aud sungz, O benvon ! a wost harmonious lay.

rETRO.
An sncient bearded warrior kuight,
Lard of thut castle fuir,
Cume bnek trom Lunting through the Selds,
And reined his proud atead there.
H Say, nsber, gt thou takes uught this day?
Cawe xith me, and thy toil [ will repay

MALGUERITA,

A nwiden saw them from the wall,
As mderneuth they pussed,
Aund feartol puaead she up wnd down,
And her hnare beat thick wud fast.
Full wetl she knew the gentle fshier youth,
And wizhud theb nn sue ehse ahnwed guess the truth,

PIETRO.
A tisher pas-f tho castle gate,
He puined thy castle-hall
U How cone s oy b, Fur youth,
Intarhy nee ty ot 37
Aty fondy Y dvew them with ay aiuglag sweel,
Wil nigh with all the world Daight campeie.”

MALUERITA
A anetonl warriar nas Jesiced
To nesr the fgked's Inya
S neer! it now rive tar)t be Faid,
BT waw b mreed of pradae”
10 gooth, s add kaight's daugbies young and fair,
With ber aweet song wad fule, was roady there,

I EANID A
A wkiden on the fisher guiod
Wihern vy had anag his ley,
Aud by 1o palden gt of song
Love found his sibeut way.

And when tha fisher turned him (o depart,

Ak mo ! be bore away Ler litkde heart!

MALGURMITAL

A fisiier Juit the eastle-gate,

His cyes wore fitled with daw;

Thu shaft of luve wag in liig beart,

Aud piere-d it through and through.,
Again, wgiin he enme disguized that way,
Aguin, wguin he adag hic gende ny,

NOTY TNUETHER.

A noble knizhe and indy funir,

In anrthern ficida of snow,.

S.ng of the sweet and ganoy south,

And tbeir hearly were tilled with wo,

Thuy sighed, they wept, their cheeks will crimson

burned,

And fue the flowers of lome their bosoms yearned.

And as in these verses they recalled one of the
pleasant devices which Dictro had formerly plan-~
ned and acromplished, that he might se¢ Mal-
glerita in Yer father’s castle, a longing after
their faic southern laud arase in their hearts, and
they gazed on the sea asif beseeching it to bear
them back te Tuscany, to the bloonming ralley
aboce which shoue the noble castie of the Mar-
quis Pietro Castelfranco. Then there sounded
(o them from the sea the [allowing song:

Y Wbo will go forth with me

Nver the zlassy sea?

A fuat-suiling vesee! wnd beanteons is mine:

Switt will ahe bear yv,

Ave awifuly and surely,

Back W the lund of the olive and vine”

This time Malgherita thought indeed that she
heard the voires of some of those elves whom
Thiodolf called « goad punple,” who pechaps had
the wish to help her.  And suddenly a beautiful
vessel came in sight, full of men ia shining armor 5
her rawers plied their oars with strong and prac-
ticed arms over the swooth sea, whle her snow-
white sai 4 canght the b-erze, and she seemed to
repoice in her bold but rasily directed moveinents.

At leng.b they east anchor in the bay. The nc~



