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- 4+ By HENDRIK CONSCIENCE.
" - | O— ‘
" CHAPTER XIX.—(CosTmvuso.)

. To-the centre of the vacant space, between the
deans and the knights, stood the herald of Courtrai.
As soon 8 ‘each’ had taken his place, Guy com.
® manded him to’repeat his tidings in presence of
' the deans ; ang the herald obeyed, and began :—

-7 ..¢The good citizens of Courtrai greet you by me,
| ‘noble-lords, and-inform you - that they bave driven
 ‘the French from their city, and that five hundred

vpon the Houses, so that the fairest.
the city 18 already réduced to ashes.—.
1d ‘vén’ Oudenade has brought them
rs, yet 1s the numbes of the enemy too
this "their nced and“distress, they be.
Jount Guyin particular, and you, friendly
ex’- in 'general, to” send them aid’;
t’y'o'l'x' 'will not 'delay a'single day
distressed biothiers: * Such is the

deans,” said Guy, “that one of
cperfl’of utter‘destructton ;.
 the ¢ry, of distress from your

zens of Oourtrai send |

*| of the Seneschal Robert d'Artois.
'I"die by his' hand.

made known to the guilds my former request ? will
the requisite gold be provided for me ¥

# The guiids of Bruges place all their wealth at
your disposal, noble Count,” was the answer, *If
you will but send some of your servants witha
command in writing to the Guildhall, as iuuny
marks of silver will be delivered to them as you
may require, The guilds beseech you not to epare
them ; freedom can never cost them too dear.”

Just as Guy was about to acknowledge the good-
will and confidence of the citizens with words of
gratitude, the door of the hall was opened, and
every eye was fixed with astonishment on a monk,
who entered boldly and uninvited, and drew near
to the Dean. A robe of thick brown cloth was con-
fined by a girdle around his loins; a black hood
overhung his face, and so concealed his features as
to render it impossible to recognise him. He
seemed very old ; for his body was bent, and a long
beard floated on "his breast. With hasty and fur.
tive glances, he regarded the kunights who were
presunt ; and his keen eye seemasd to pierce the
lowest depth of their hearts. Adolf van Nieuw-
land recognised in him the same monk who had
brought him the letter of Robert de Bethune, and
was about to greet him with a loud voice ; but the
gestures of the monk were so extraordinary, that
the words died away on the lips of the young man,
All who were present began to kindle with anger ;
the daring looks which the unknown bent un them
were such as they would not willingly endure ; yet
they gave no Indication of their displeasure, fer
they saw that the riddle would soon be solved.

When the monk had well scrutinized each of
those present, he loosed his girdle from his loins,
threw his robe and his hood on the ground, sud re-
malned standing in the middle of the hall. He
raised his head proudly; he was a man of about
thirty years of age, tall and of noble frame; he
looked round upoz the knights as though he said,
Do ye not retognise me ?

The answer did not come quickly enough, and
he cried out:  You are astonished, meesires, to find
a fox under this coat ; yet he has lain concealed in
it for two years.”

% Welcome, welcome, dear Diederik, good friend I"
exclaimed the nobles all at once ; ** we thought you
had been long since dead.”

" “Then you may thank God that I have risen
again,” contiaued Dlederik. ¥ No, I was not dead ;
our captive byother and Adolf van Nieuwland can
bear testimgily to that. . I have been able to con-
sole allg for as an.itinerant priest I had access to
the prisons; and ‘may God forglve me the vile
Iatin T have uttered. Yes, you may laugh, messires,
but I have spoken Latin, T bring you, moreover,
‘news from all our bapless countrymen for their re.

-| 1atives and frisnds.”

Some of the kanights wished to make more par-
ticular inquiry concerning the fate of the prisoners ;
but he put them aside, and continued : * For God's
sake, cease these questions; I have far more im-
portant tidings to anmounce to you. Hear, and
tremble not ; for I.bring you evil news. You have
shaken off the yoke, and have fought and won the
.battle of your freedom; I grieve that I could not
‘Ghare this joy with you.. Honor to you, brave
knights and trusty citizens; honor to you that you
have freed your fatherland, I assure you, that if
the Flemings do not wear new chains within four-
teen days, not all the devils in hell will be able to
rob them of their liberty ; but the new chains that
are preparing make me apxiousand sad.”

. W Explain yourself more clearly, Messirs Die-
derik,” cried Guy ; * explain your meaning, and do
not torture us with enigmatical hints,"”

- %Well, then, I tell you plainly, that sixty.two
thousand Frenchmen are encaped before Lille.”

% Sixty-two thousand !" repent.d - the knights,
gazing io alarm on one another.

% Sixty-two thoueand ! echoed Breydel, rubbing
his hands for joy; * what a fine flock!"

"Deconinck’s head sank on bis breast, and he was
lost in deep thought, . Soon, however, hehad es.
timated the gréntnass of the danger, and considered
the meaus to'avértit, - : .
# I wgsure’ you, messires,” cootinued Diederik die
Yos, “tHat:they: number more than thirty-two
‘thousand horse, and at least ‘as many foot, ‘They
plibder and burn as thongh they were thereby
-rendering an acceptable service to heaven.” .
' Are these evil tidings well founded 7 acked
Guy, anxiously; * has not he who told you this de-
cefved you, Messire Diederik ?" »

. %No, oo, noble: Count, I saw' ti"with my own
eyks ;-and last evening I ate wy supper in the tent
1 He swore on his
‘hongr, in my presence, that the last Fleming ehould

‘

you to ‘do. - For myself, I shall buckle on my
‘arrmour without delny ; and if I stand alone against
thess twoland-thirty thousand accursed ‘French.,

I'then, I shall "not yleld' an iuch of ground; I, nt

‘1éaat,' will nd~ longet* witness the slavery of-Flan-
dersltiis ol T e s
‘Jan' Breydel could not' keep - himself still'a mo.

e

his | ment ;*his féét were in' perpetual motion, and he
ol 'dwung 'lifs ‘arms in-‘dngry ijmipatience, Could ke

“but ‘dare to'speak ; but reverence for the lords who.
stood ‘around ‘réstrdined him, Guy and the'other
nobles 1colied 4t one nogther in helpless dismay.—
‘Two-and-thirty "thousind ‘well-equipped and- war.
Tike hotsemin! "It-was altogether impossible that
they ‘coitld*hdpe to offer'a resistence to a force like
this. ‘thé“\Flemish ariny ‘there - were ‘ouly the
tive huddred’hétsemen’ of ' Namur] whom Guy-bad
broughit with hita and* What could' this handful
nvail ‘apainst tHE frighitfol-ntimberiof the foe? ...
- WWhat 1§90 b~ done?¢ asked ‘Guy. - * Speak ;

how 18’8ur fathétland to'badelivered e
“that® they ‘shiould: throw
ud there await the disper-

- Sonis wers bfLapiniod
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ider “what it behoves | L ¢
o Tl -market-place ;. Brégdel had kept his promise; he

:this momeant, with the .
.No-sooner. bad the guildsmen caught sight of the.
"Blus Lion, than they.raiked a deafening shout'df joy

:blood.:.; .:

head, “ were I commander-ia-chief, I should begin
operations thns: I should march with all #peed
with the guildsmen of Bruges upon Courtrai, in o:-
der to expel thence the castellan Van Lens. ‘That
fortress would no longer be a stronghold and place
of reserve for the French, and

as for ourselves; for the citadel of Courtmal
strong, while Bruges, .in its present condition,
could not stand a siege, but might easily be taken
by storm.
sengers into all parts of Flanders to announce the
nearness of the enemy, and to summon all the
Clawards to Courtrai; Messires van Galick and
Renesse shonld also fall back on the place. In this
way, I am sure, noble Count that the Flemish army
would, withia four days, amount to thirty thousand
picked men of war, and then we need have no grest
fear of the Freach.”

The koights listened in eager silenco; they
could not help being astonished at the extraordinary
man who had in a fow minutes thought out so able
a method of defence, and given them such appro-
priate counsel. Though they had long knowa De-
coninck’s kigh qualities, they could ecarcely be-
lieve that they were the ecdowments of a cloth.
worker,n mau from the class of the people.

it You bave more wisdom than all of us together,’
cried Diederik dle Vos. ! Yes, yes, it ia 80 indeed ;
we are far stronger than we theught. Now we turn
over a new leat: and I am iaclined to think the
French will have good resson to rue their journey
hitherwarda.”

«] thaok God, who Las inspired you with these
counsels, Master Deconinck,” said the youthful
Count : * vour good service shall not lack it titting
reward. Iwill act on the plan you have adviged ;
it is mort wise and most prudent. T hope, Master
Breydel, that you will not fall to supply ux the
men whom you have promised.’

« Eight thousand, didl [ say, most nobl- Count ?”
replied Breydel. * Well, now, I &y ten thonsand,
No guildsman or apprentive shall remain in BDruges;
young and old, sll mnst forth tothe fivht 1 will
take care that the French shall not make their
entry into Flanders except over our dead bodies,
and their Deans, my friends, will do the same, 1
know right well.” .

é Certainly, uuble lord,? exclaimed the Deans
with ona voice ; % no man will fail in his duty, for
all are cager for the fight.”

«QOur time is too precious to be consumed in
talking,’ sald Guy. “ Go now aud gather the guild:-
men together with what spsed you can; intwo
hours I shall be ready to depart, and will place my-
gelf at the head of the expedition in the Friday
Market-place. Go now, I am right' well pleased
with your zeal and courage.” .

All then left the ball. Guy immediately do.
spatched numerous messengers in all directions to
the nobles who still remained loyal to their tather-
land ; and at the same time he sent-directions to
William van Gulick aud Johu van Renesse to fall
back on Courtrai,

The alarming tidings wera spread in s few mo-
ments over the whole city, As the rumour diffused
itself, the number of the enemy was exaggerated in
a wonderful manner, and now the French Lost was
more than two hundred thousand strong. Onemay
imagine with what tersor and grief the sorrowful
intelligence struck the women and children. In
every strect were weeping mothers embracing their
terrified daughters with loving compassion The
children began to cry because they saw their mo-
thers weep and tremble, and without any uot'on of
the danger that threatened them: Their augounised
sobs and the expression of mortal terror on their
cotialénatces contrasted siagnlarly with the lofry
and impatient bearipg of the men,

From allfsides hasterel the puildsmen to the
place of rendezvous ; {he clatter of the fron plates,
with which many were covered, mingled like a
jocund song, with the wailing ctles of tht womea
and children. Whenever a party of nen met in
the strect, they halted 2 moment to exchange o few
words, and kindle each other's courage to the fight
for victory or fur deatd, Here aud there might be
seen a {ather at the door of his house, embracing
one by onc his children” and their mother; then
dashing the tears from Lis eye, and disappearing
like an arrow in the direction of the Fiiday Market-
place ; aud the mother would linger on the thres-
hold of the house, gazing on the coraer rotind which
the father of her children had vanished, That fare-
well seemed to her n separation for eve ; tears rolled
down from beneath her eyelids,—she pressed her
children to her throbbing breast, and ‘turned back
despairingly into her home. . .

, Already the guildsmen stood in long files in the

¢ should have
secure shelter for our women and children, uwﬂ

counted amoni his men twelve thousand gni!flsmen
of allcrafts. The axes of the butchers glittered
like mirrors in tlc sunshine, and dazzled the be-
holder with. their broad aud fiery flashings. Over
the heads of the. clothworkers, aroee {wo th'oqsgnd‘
tgood duys, with deep iron heads, and one division
of thym carried cross-bows, Guy was standing in
the, middle of the square, surrounded by a retinue
ofabout twenty knights; he was awaiting ‘the re-
turn of the remaning crartemen, who had been des:.

“patched into the city to collect waggous and hors:s,
_A clothworker, whom Decouniock bad sent t) the

great bell.tower, advanced into the market-plase at
' ith great standard "of Druges.

hnd overanew was repeated the w(iif;-‘cryjyé,l'gioh had.
glven. the:signal of jvengeaoce on tlmt:&‘.n:!';‘;ﬂht. of.
x4 Flanders and the,
false I ., -

Libn} ‘all that s Fredch i

I3 L t
“apony, 8§
D‘.Y?e(?ov i 5,

1 would further despatch mouunted mes- |

steps of thelr husbauds through the gate of
Ghent. Numberless families ran in this manner
with bleeding feet the whole distance from Bruges
to Courtrai, and watered with their bitter tewrs the
grass which skirted the way ; while in Bruges reizo-
ed a stillness—as of the grave,

CHAPTER XX

It was already dark night when Guy reached
Courtrai with abont sixteen thousand men. Tho
iohabitants, apprised of their approach by mounted
messengers, stood in dense crowds on the walls of
the city, and welcomed their rightful lords with glad
and joyous acclamations, amidst the blaze of in-
numerabli torches, As soon as the host had cater-
ed the city, and been distributed throughont its
various quarters, the citizens of Courtrai brought
forth every kind of food and refreshment; they
placed before their weary brethren large flagons of
wine to restore their exhausted strength, and kept
watch over them the.whole night. While they
were embracing one another with transport, and
expressing their affection in every possiblemaon:r,
some bLastened to meet the weary women and
children, aod to relieve them of the burdens they
canjed. Not a few of these poor creatures, whose
feew wore torn and bleediog with their painful
march, were born2 to the city on the broad shoul-
d rs of the brave citizens of Courtral ; all were lodg-
od and carefully tended, and comforted in very way.
The gratitude of the menof Courtral, and their
extreme Lindness, strengthened wonJerlully the
ovurage of the men of Bruges ; of men's souls are ever
onlarged and clevated by frank and noble treat-
ment,

Matildaand Maris, the sister of Adolf van Nieuw-
land, with a considerable number of the noble ladies
of Bruges, had been some hours in Courtral before
the army arrived. They had been already received
by theic friends, and had busied themselves in pro-
vidiog shelter and quarters for the knights and
nobles, their relatives and friends ; so that on their
arrival, Guy and his companions found supper al-
ready prepared tor them,

Early the next morning Guy and a few of the
most distinguished inhabitants reconnoitred the
fortificatiuns of the citadel ; and found, to their
great dismay, that it was impossible to take it with-
out a largy seige-trafn, The walls were far too
lofty, and the overhanging towers allowed too many
arrows to bo discharged on the advanciog besiegers,
He saw that a bold attack might easily cost hima
thousaud men; and, after maturo deliberation, he
determined not to storm the citadel at once, He
gave orders ‘for the construction of battering-rams
and movable towers, und tor the collection of every
material in the city that could be avallable for the
assault, It was clear that thiscould not take place
for five days at least; the French garrison had
ceased to shoot burning arrows into the city ; the
soldiers were, indeed, seen standing with thelr bows
at the the loup-holes of the battlements, but yet
they did not discharge them, The Flemingscould
not conceive the reason of this cessation ; they
thought that some artifics lay convealed therein,
and remained carcfully on their guard. Guy had
forbidden every aggression ; he would attempt no-
thing until be hadall bis machines ready for storm-
ing the citndel, and could securely reckon on the
victory.

The castcllan Van Lens was at his wits' end ; his
archers had but a very slender supply of arrows
left, and prudence compelled him to reseive them
for the assault. His provisions, too, were fo far
exhausted, that he could supply only half rativns to
his soldiers. Still he hoped to elude the vigitance
of the Flemings, and to find some opportunity to
rend a messenger to Lille, where the French army
Ly encamped. - :

Arnold of Oudenarde, who bad a few days befure
brought the citizsns of Courtrai a reinforcement of
three hundred men, had bivouacked with his =ol-
diers on the Groningen Pluce, close to the abbey
and the walls of the city, Thisplace wasespcclally
fitted for o general encampment, and had been
chosea for that purpose by Guy and his council of
war. While the carpenters’ guild was Jabouring at
the etorming eogines, the other Flemings were set
‘towork the next morning to dig trenches, The

‘clothworkers and the burchers wielded each u pick-
axe and a spnde, and sct to work with great ardour;
the entrenchments and seige-works urose as by en-
chantment ; the whole army toiled with emulous
zeal, and each sought to surpass his neighbour in
exertion, The spades and pickaxes rose and descend-
ed like gleams of lightning, so that the eyo could
not followthem; and tho thick clods of earth fell
on the entranchments like showers of stones thrown
dowi on the assaflants from a besieged city.

As soon asa part of the earth-works were com-
pleted, the soldiers bhastened to pitch the tents.
Ever and anon the workmen would leave the poles

‘sticklng in the earth and-scrumble away to work at
tho cntrenchments; and then would drise a loud
shoutof welcome greeting, and the cry, % Flanders
aad the Lion!” boomed in the distance as an answer-
ing echo.’ And this happened, too, whenever rein.
forcement. arrived from the other citles. The Fle-
mish peeple bnd unjustly accused their nobles . of
isloyalty'and cowardice: {rue, a large number had
declared for the alien, but tho loyal were far ‘more
numerous than” the traitors. :Fifty.and-two cf the.
,noblest knights of Flanders hined fu the piisons of
.Fruuce ; and to these prissns their'love for their
tathetland and for thelr native prines had consign-
-ed them, . The'rest of the true.Hearted nobles who
remalovd in Flauders deemed ic.n‘degradation - to
ke part ‘wich theinsuigent townspeople; to them
the tournament did the battle-fiold ‘wete the only.

.| places fi for deédg'of ‘arms: ™ The, manners'of; the

tims had g{ven'tbem this notion ; fot then'the dis-

of Scvezote, and the lord of Maldeghem. Towards

mid-day a cloud of dust aroze over the distant trees

in the dircetion of Moorseele, and amidst the leud

shouts of the men of Bruges, filteen hundred mn

of Furnes entered the city, with the renowned war-

rior Eustachius Sporkyn at their head. They were

a>companied by a multitude ¢f knights who had

jolned them on their march. Awmongst these the

most distinguished were Nessires John van Aysho.

ven, William van Dackerem, and his brother Peter ;
Messire van lLandeghem, Hupo van der Moere, and

Simon van Cacsterv. John Willebaert of Thorout

hed aleo placed himself, with a small contingent of
troops, under the command of Van Sporkyn. Each
moment, moreover, some etray kLight would enter
the camp: not a few of these were from surround.-
ing countries, and gladly came to lend their aid to
the Flemingy in their struggle for liberty, Ia thia
way Henry van Lonchyn of Luxemburg, Goswyn
vao Goetzenhove and Jobn van Cuyck, two nobles
of Brabant, were already with Guy when the troops
of Furnes marched into the city. As soon as each
new-comer had recruited bis streogth, and refresh-
ed himself with food, he was sent into the camyp,
aad placed under the command of Megsire van
Renesse.

On the second day arrived in haste the men of
Ypres, Although they had their own city to care
for, they could not allow Flanders to be liberated
without them. Their troops were the finest and
richest in equipment of all tho army. They were
five hundred clubtmen, all arrayed in scatlet, and
with magnificent feathers in their glittering mot-
lons; they wore also Lreastplates and kneeplates,
which gleamed wondrously in the sunshine. Seven
hundred others carried enormous crossbows, with
bolts of steol ; and their uniform was green turned
up witk yellow. With them came Messires Jobn
of Ypres, armour-bearer of Count Jobn of Namur,
Diederik van Viamertinghe, Josepl van Hollebekw
and Balwin van Passchendals; their Jenders were
Philip Baclde and Peter Belle, the dears of the
two principal guilds of Ypres. In the afternoon
arrived two hnadred well.appointed warriors from
cast and west Vrye, the villages around Bruges,

On the tLird day, early in the morning, Messires
William van Gulick, the priest, and John wvan Re-
nesse, returned from Cassel. Five huudred knights,
four hundred Zealander, and another detachment
of the men of Bruges, marched with them into the
camp.

And now from overy part the knights and war.
tiors who had been summoned had arrived. Men
of all‘arms were ranged under the command of
Goy.* It ia impomible to express the joy which
filled the hearts of the Flemings during theee days;
for now they saw that their fellow.countrymen had
not degenerated, nod that thelr fatherland still
couanted loyal and veliant sons in cvery quarter,
Already one-and-twenty thousand men lay encamp-
ed, fit and 1eady for Dattle, under the banner of the
Black Lion; and their number was being hourly
Increased by small reinforcements,

Although the French had anarmy of sixty-{wo
thousand men, of which the half was cavalry, yet
not the slightest fear found entrance into the
hearts of the Flemings. 1In their euthusiasm they
would ccase their work, and embrace one another,
exchunging words of confidence and triumph, as
though there were nothing that could rod them of
their victory,

Towards evening, as the labourers were returning
to their tents, the cry, * Flanders and the Lion !"
arore anew over the walls of Courtrai, All ran back
to the entrenchments to see what tbe sound t(oald
mean, No sooner did their eyes range freely over
the ramparts, than they sent back a loud and joy-
ous answering shont. 8ix hundred horsemen, all
cased in stee:, sprang into the trenches amid deaf-
cning acclamations. They came from Namur; and
Count John; the brother of Robert de Bethune, had
sent them into Flanders. The arrival of these
horsemen greatly raised the spirits and increased
the joy of the Flemings ; for it was in cavalry that
they were particularly deficient. Although they
knew right well that the men of Namur could not
understand one word they sald, they overwhelmed
them with words of grecting and welcome, and
brought them wine in profusion; and when the
foreign warriors saw this friendly reception, they
felt themselves animated Ly a like apirit of affec-
tion ; and they sworoe that they would eacrifice hoth
blood and lite for their good hosts.

Ghent alone had gent nelther message nor con-
tingent to Courtrai, It had been long know that the
Lilyards were very numerous there, and that the-
governor was a stanch ally of the Freach. Byt
novertheless, seven hundred French mercenaries
had been slain by the townsmen, and John Borlaut
had promised bis aid. The matter was doubtful,and
so the Flemings did n«t venture openly to accuse
their brethren of Ghent of disloyalty ; nevertheless
they entertaired great suspicion of them, and not
seldom gave free expression to their displeasure.
In the evening, when the sun bad alrendy uieap-
‘pearéd more than an hour behind the' village of
Moorsecle, the labourers had disperscd themselves
amongst the tents, Here and there was still haarda
song, interrupted at intervals by the clapping of
hand and the chink of drinking-glasses, and the
concludiug verse of which wag caught up and en.
thusfastically repeated by & multitide of voices. In
.other tents was heard a confused murmur, which,
whon one listened attentively, resolved " iteelf into
an interchange of encouragements and exliortations
In the midst of the camp at a little distance from
the tents, a large fire was blazing, which illuminat.
ed a,‘portion of the entrenchments with its’'ruddy
.glare, About.ten men were appointed to keep it
burning, Who, , ftom", time' to . time, threw “large
:branches of: trees upon'it ; and then would be heard
;the voice of the captaln, saying, “ Gently, my men,

» Ands.then .l‘;hev bandlabed theix
‘thongh already ju p;¢.vnce of 1 ¢ foz..

.gently;:lay.the; branches carefully, and do'not drive.
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