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Reflections o Collections.

Ty was when the church demanded one-tenth of the substanee
in the whole lied : aad we ean even faney that i the Torm of o lega
tax the (il was generally given cheerfully, though there were nn-
doubtedly then, as now, many old enrmudigeons whe growled ag the
amonnt their “relision™ eost them. It s sweet to think of the
simple faith of vir ancient progenitors, to look far Lack in the pasy
and sce in oy mind’s eye the good old patrinrels acknowledging by
their actions that they were indehtad to Urovidenee for adl the good
thibgs of cartly, mud with ealm resignation counting ent the tenth purt
of their worldly possessions.  We eannct in making the vetrospect
Lelp wondering it the old Jews ever dreamned of the iuuense prese:
advantages of assessing upon a low valnatiosn, as it would certaindy
the first thought to enter the miud of the Christinn now.a-days,

How many to-morrow with thankful hearts will bless kind Heaven
for ull the favou owed on them throughont the week, sing loudiy
the hymins of prais en attentively to the Word, and devontly drop
the smallest pieco of silver into the colleetion plate !

Those whose conscienees are apt to be ronsed and hearts warmed
by a good scrmon will probubly have provided themselves with the
little coins and take' no other money to chureh with them. Such
peoeple to-night may be scen changing their quarters, half-dollars, or
hills, %0 @5 Lo be provided with the required five-cent piece for the
morrow. If there s one thing more than another which displays the
demoerntic sentiment of the coumnmnity, it is thie perfect cquality
with which high and low, rich and poor, drop small silver into the
church offertory.

Should one happen by some oversight, or it ol abscui-mindedness
to attend church with a gradation of coins in pocket, there may oc-
cur a wental and moral strnggle. It geuerally ends in o deposit of
the smallest, beenuse the giver can’t afford a larger sum. Yol many,
yes most, if not all, of those who prevail npon themselves that they
cannot atford to give ten cents to the Gospc{ cnuse, do not hesitate to
spend nmny times the amount next day in the gratification of some
whim, or the purchase of some article utterly superfluons. There are
even cases ocenrring weckly in which chiurch-goers squander the
greater part of o Qollar in treating their friends in seme bar-room, on
Saturday evening, after seven o'clock too, and on attending chureh
next dny persuading themselves without difficnlty that they eannot
afford to inecrease the collection to more than five eents. Men have
even been known to conscientionsly deposit their smallest coin in the
colleetor’s plite ut Chureh, and on iheir way home expend several
times the amount in the puwrehase of liquid refreshments in some lnw.
brealing whiskey dispensary.

TFrugal housc-wives are known to keep a store of small silver for
*“ church money," and if Ly any accident this is expended on Sabur-
day afternoon the family can’t go to churck on Sunday. When the
desire to attend to the outward ordinances is very strong, and a note
must be broken to procure the necessary small change, few aro suffi-
ciently careless of probuble observation to boldly ask for the required
“bits;™ but they get over the difficulty by purchasing some small
article, not that they want it, but that they want the change, and
don’t like to ask for it on Satnrday night, They could never go #o
church and give nothing, you know.

It is simply surprising what an cffect the searcity of small change
las upon the aticndance at our chureles ; and ut such times traders
who require n quantily of broken money eagerly search for church
collectors and church treasurers, Tor the same reason we ofton sce
the office of treasnurcr in the church ocenpicd by some person whe in
his worldly occupation requires a large amount of small moncy.
When they can’t get it there’'s none in circulation; and you may
wager the chiurches are far from being well filled.

The above * reflcetions” on chureh-goers naturally lends to the re-
mark that the generality of them are at collection tiue like an un-
mereiful cociny iu battle jthey give no quarter.

Where's Baraum ?

“ Caxapa Finst ™ is as greal a curiosity as Barnun's what is 1t 2
There ave few who have nob tried to place it according (o their views
of rationally constitnted things; but all have failed. No lwo eun
agree upon a eharacter for it, or place it inany genus. It defios elassi-
fication and sceins utterly devoid of any chavacter. Phe ctemal
fitness of things™ scems to give place to the olernal unfitness of this
thing, and, considder it as von may, it remains o ¢ What-is-it,” It

ean’t even define itself, and though the power v utterance is by no
means dended it, out-Tiltoning Frroponrs it 1aiks and talks, and
: Trarx it i

cavs nothing.”  Like Grorey £y
still nothing,  Calling itsclf the ¢
it desies being a know-nothin ied then to belicve
it, for evidently it don't know itsclf 5 with o great shovw of indepen-
denes it shrinks from professing Independence ; accused of a desive

yihing mighty,
it dnoses paty ;

for annexation it disacknowiedges the soft impeachent.  IE breathes,
it 5, 1t sloeps, it wi it tells its dreans, and delights in their nar-

ratiou, fmieying there's samcthing in thomn ; bub if so il's ¢ one of
those things no fellow can tind ont.” It sttaches mach significance
to these vicions It loses iteolf in any attcnpt to express ils illtel‘}u‘(‘-
taiion of them. It is shinply a enrious, smuzing, perplexing, « \What-
is-it.” We want inmgination ; that's what we want. ~0ld Joux
WinLeT tried 1o nstil it info us many and mauy’s the time ; but we
ain’t made for it; hat's the fact. If we only had Mr. WiLner's
imagination we might, by deep cogitution, and a kettle to look at,
figare it ont so as to finally cxpress au opinion in relation to tho sen.
timent, Not having any imagination, and heing silly, we et
fathom the mvslery of the  Whats-it.””  We guess, however, it's a
how l-and=nothing wore.

PROSPECTUS OF THE CANADA CHARITY
COMPARY —ESTABLISHED 1874.
Trade darl: : -
SOWIETEWASH, LIKC CITARITY, COTERS A MULIITUDE OF SINS.”
Patron - - &ir Jony Macnosarn.

President - - - -« Hon, Grorus BrowN.
First Vice-President - Hon. ALEX. MACKENZIE.
Second do - Ton. O. Mowar,

Solicitor - - - - Kexsernr McKeszag, Q. C.
Leading Artists - - The Globe and Mail.
Seeretary-Treasurer - C. J. WikLnaxs, Esq.

Fernxe the growing want of an establishment which will alford
nntold advaniages to many of the most prominent politicians and
people of the country, the Canade Chaxity Company launches its
bucket upon the tide of Time, and solicits the patronage of all in
want of 2 first-class cont of whitewash. Look at the array of talent
comprised in our list of Directors—every man an artist of the first
water, In these degenerate days, when the echaracters of the best and
most honored of the land are open to abuse, and ¢ven the fear of libel
suits and State Trials does not protect the virtuous and upright from
being attacked and misrepresented, it behooves this fair Dominion to
fold to its bosom and eneircle in its brawny arms a Company which
has for its object the regilding and vehabilitating of threadbare repu-
tations. The Cannda Charity Company undertakes to fill the bill,
and empty the bucket. Arrangements have been effeeted by which
ihe lowly and down-trodden may once more ruise their hends to
smiling Leaven, and waltz about in an cntire new suit of lily-white
lime and bubbling water. Special contracts will be made for lurge
undertakings. Mediocre reputations whitewashed upon tho shortest
notice and most reasonable terms.  Couutry oxders will receive prompt
attention. Samples muy be scen at the office of any of the Directors.
Parlinmentary work mado a speeialty, and private fnnilies supplied at
their residences. A mnew era is dawning upon the country. Every
man may yet become his own whitewasher. Weep sBo more ye
blighted and blasted of the carth; bid defiance to the world aund use
our compound. Stock books ave now open; children, half-price.

WVhile the brush holds out to whiten
Man may err, but hope will brighton;
While the bucket holds the wash,

“ Orders must contain the cash.”

We are permitted to refer to the following patrons who have used
our whitewash, and o perusal of a few recommendations may interest
intending applicants.  We possess thousands more of a similar tenor,
but these will suffice, I'ull directions on tho inside wrapper; none
genuine without the signature:

TESTIMONIALS.
Canada Charity Company— .

Since using your wash I can truly say ** These hands arc clean.”
Send me another ten thousand pounds.

Jonx A. Macooxarp, Kingston.




