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which every man's own conscience must docide
for him. The Church lays down no rules ex-
cept as to the minimum limit, which every one
knows is three times a year, of which Easter
te be oe."

" BASKETS."

(From Ionte Reunion Notes, by Earl Nelson.)

We do net half realise what we lose for want
of ' baskets,' or for want of using those we do
possess; noitbor do we thoroughly realise, to
use A.rchdeacon Wilson's similo, how many fish
we may losefrom not using ihhum. Souls, liie
fish, are slippery things, and may often, if lefi
te thonseives, slip away altogahier from the
Master's storehouso. Few without the baskets
would be gathered in. The one peculiarity of
Christianity, abovo all othar religions, is its law
of univonral love for man. we are ail oe in
Christ Jesus-black and whita, rich and poor,
mastor and slave, iLI one in Christ; and how
wondorful must be the outcorno of, such teach-
ing faithfully given in word and in deed.

Hence would como the end of all caste or class
distinctions.

ilonce would cone the end of all our petLy
squabbles, backbiting and jeilousies.

.Ronce would con the e nd of' war, and the
beginning of' thai tima of universal peaco, s>
beautifiilly describod by lsaiah, and by Virgil
in his 1 Eclogues,' a foroshadowing of' th bless-
ings of Messial's rcign.

Although the Cirisados were bligihted by the
use of earthily weaipons for spiritual ouds,
suretly, whoi ail westernl Cliristenidouml roso as
one man te rescue our Lord's sopuiiclir froni
tho hand of tho inlidel, wu wore naror the uni-
versal brotherhood hhian we tire n.ow, Iloweve-
blossed the work of the Roformuation in romov-
ing moditoval errors and Papal aggressions. we
lost, or at leastl cast asido mtany ' baskots'
which had bocri asclul in gathering souls andt
koeping thom wheu gathered.

Thoro woro niany shortcomiings in thoso old
timos-religious watrs, lust aifter wordly powor,
bittor persecutions and the liiko-wicli hindared
the work. But there was the one Chi-ch to
which all ouitwarl Iy belonged, notvithstanlding
their differont imaimomalities or mocles of' spoch,
and, when this baskot vas brokenî, a narrow-
miidedniess caenu in whicih lir the lrw of love
sot up a laîw of' bute ovei amîong those who
enllod themselves Christiais; nation was sot
against nation, sect agaiisit sect.; and wart, and
persouutin, and division bame more rain-

pant, thant thoy iad over boin uitier the old
regime.

But allow nie to partieilarise sonie of the
smaller baskets and tho loss sustaiuned by their
disuso. Sacramental girace-tie use of the out.
ward visible sigi of' the promised gracO. 0f
course, thoro is the darer of wor'shippjuing the
sign and of ignoring the promise of the loly
Spirit's unliver-sal otrrpourinlg. But how marny
souls have slippod away altogethor for wanit of
thoso baskets ? Despairing souls who have bocn
unable te win l'or thitomsolves an assurance of
forgiveîioss ; self righteous souls woie have livod
wrapped ip in slf fron the loss of sacramontal
union with the other memîbors of Christ's body
careless souls who, fromt iiegloct of the appoiited
means, have livd mis if they know lot that
thera wats anîy Iloly Spirit proiised to holp
thoso who soock Ilii, and whol have passed their
lives in a happy-go-iucky way, vaitinig for sonme
mysteriorus outpouring, which, if it over corons,
is too ofion uiistaken for a passing excitemiint
bringiig ne abiding fruit.

Then there is the daily service, a source or' unity
botwoou priest und people ; the daily reading of
the Bible, by appointed lessons; the teachings of
the Cu-istian year; all most usoful basktos for
koopinig souls antîd helping them on ii the way

of holiness. How many Christians have cast
these baskets away altogether, and lost thereby
aill hold of Christian brotherhood, all true
balanced knowledge of the teaching of the
Bible; all holp to koop them through their daily
life of businoss and of care unspotted from the
world. Sermons once a week, family prayers
and daily roading of the Bible at home are all
verygood in thoir way, but are no roal substi-
tutu for the baskets to which I have alluded.

A sormon once a week is too often admired
as an oratorical display or a subject for critical
discussion. Family prayer is no substitute for
public worship, and the reading of the Bible,
except in a duly appointed courseo, is apt to de-
generato into au exorcise of private judgmont,
whereby wo extol ourselves and judge harshly
of those who diffor from us.

It is good to root out eviland corruption, but
there is always a danger of gathering up the
good sod also, and we may lie (uite sure that
we have injured the onward march of truc
Christian princiles when, in our zeal for greater
freedom, wu cast aside baskets which have of
old time been appointed as means for catchirng
fish, and thon of bringing them safe in the
Master's storohousa.

IYMNS 01 THE CHUlCIH.

We toolk occasion reccntly to say a fcw
words ini ri'eforonco to the trashy, mischievous
styloof the Moody and Sankey hymns and
snch like witht which our country is fiooded.
A lato number of The Spokane Churchnan has as
an artielo expressing very much the same
opinions from whiclih we taie the fbôlowing:

Tho choieo of hymns, and the nianner in which
they are sung in public worship. may either
inako or nar a religious servico. Inappropri-
ato hymns, badly sung, may spoil the best
preaching ana throw a damp and chill upon the
devotional exorcises of tli house of God. On
the other hand, hymns that harmonizo with the
season, servico, the sormon, or that suin up the
practical le'ssons of a disconr<e, will mako ail
the diIYoronce betwoon a timu of wearinoss and
anuguor and a time of refreshing from the

prosonce of the Lord. In lko nanner the gener-
ai tone of religious people will partako of the
charactor of the hymns whici thcy are ac-
customed to sinIg. Many hymnis whi ch are
called ospet hynins niglt b called Gutter
Ilymnis, so far as the charactor of their pootry
is cncerned. Ilynis which (lest roy reverence
will, ii the end. destroy piety. Truc poctry is
the handnaid of true pioty, and the one cannot
be injurod without the other sutlering. If' we
were to ask sone modern congrogation to "Sing
us one of the Songs of' Zion, we should have
a responso all too ready in some doggerol stuff
about " Holding the Fort, ' ' la the sweet Bye
andi Bye," or such trash as, " The Devil is mad,
and I aml glad." The Moodiness and Sankey-
noniousnoss (if we mîay coin a praise) of the
ranting, rambling rhymes of a certain clas of
hynins hs donc more harn than good to the
cause of truc religion. Tho faise imagory, the
sickliy sentiment, the halting metre, the jabber-
ing rhyme, whieh entors into the composition
of much that pass for hymns now-a days would
not be tolerated in a common pot bouse song
book. 'The old Methodist preacher who uscd to
stand outsidc the gin shops to learn the tunes
which were sung by convivial follows wiho resort-
cd thither, that lic might adapt then for bymni
singing, and who excused hinself on the ground
that he did net sec why the devil should have
all the good tunes, would doubtloss reject the
tunos and the words of nuch found in some se-
ealled church hymnals, and sung by some con-
grogations. Lot it bu remomborcd that the
early Mothodists had aliko the gift of tmg and

true poetry. We might close right here, bu
cannot refrain from showing how many of the
grand old hymns and tunes seem to be passing
away. Even the Old Hundredth seems likely
soon to le relegated to the ancient lore of for-
gotten hymnology. We asked a congregation
some time ago to sing it, and te our astonish-
ment the organistreplied. " The Old Hundred ?
Why, I never heard of that." We may have
something to say in future articles on the subject
of ' Our Now Hymnal."-Church4 Helper,
Michigan.

WIIAT MR. (GLADSTONE HAS DONE.

"ln 1845, Mr. Gladstone supported the
grant te the Roman Catiolie College of May-
nooth."

" In 1854, ho opposed inquiry into conventual
and monastic institutions."

" In 1858, when acting as Hligh Commissioner
of' Her Majesty te the lonian Islands, he as-
sisted at Mtass, drank of lustral water, kissed
the hands of priests, etc., so that ' all Corfu was
astonished.'"

I li 18G5, ho supported the movement to
establish a Roman Catholic University in Ire-
land."

"l ln 18i7, he supported a Bill which literally
gave the Pope co-ordinate power in England with
the Sovereign of this country (sec the Times of
March 21st, 1867.)"

" lI 1809, he described the Protestant con-
munity in Ireland as 'a tail trec of noxious
growth, drkcenirng and poisoning tue land.'"

" ln-1869, he disestablished the Irish Church,
and handed over to the Church of Rome no less a
sua than £3064,000 obtained by this act."

"I i 1870, as appeared by a letter published
in the Standard of Fecbruary Sth, 1871, the Pope
thanked Mr. Gladstone 'for the ominent ser-
vices rendered by you to us, and to that holy
religion the interest of which it is our chief
duty to advance.'

" lI 1871, Mr. Gladstone releasod the Popish
mardorers of Mr. Murphy, the Protestant lec-
tarer at Whitehavon, after a short term of im-
prisonment. Upon this the Mrorning 'Advertiser
commented as follows : " Either owing te the
political necessities of Mir. Gladstone, or some
deeper and more nysterious cause, wo are now
living in this Protestant country under Ronish
intimidation."

" li 180, Mr. Gladstone appointed a Roman
Catholic Viceroy of India, a procecding which
shockod and angered many of his most devoted
folowers."

Ani (omitting many other instances)-
' In 1891, he supported the Religious Dis-

abilities Removal Bill, to pormit Roman Catho-
lies to hold the oifices of Lord Chancellor of
England and Lord Lieutenant of Ireland."

No woider that whon, in 1870, Mr. Glad-
stona was asked point blank whether he bo-
longed to the Church of Rome, ha carefully ab
stained from anything like a direct answer.-
Irish Ecclesiastical Gazette.

AN afternoon service in one of our magnifi.
cent Cathedrals, where player and chorister in-
terpret soma sublime Christian preachment of
a great musician, and whera the singers' namas
are not known te the majority of the congrega-
tien, bas inlinitely greater effect in stamping
Christian impressions on worldly hearts than
bushels of hie " solos " by Mr. So and So, which
are as te music clementary, bald, and thin (be-
ing generally hymns, and those by no means of
the noble but of the confectionery sort), and as
to interpretation strained and self-conscious to
a degree. In short. sensational religionism net
only has no lasting value at ail, but is frequent-
ly fraught with dangerous consequences, and
should always be sternly deprecated byall who
have the caseof ('hristianity at heart.-
Chureh Review.
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