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which every man’s own conscience must decide
for him. The Church lays down no rules ex-
copt as to the mininum limit, which every one
knows is three times a yoar, of which Easter
to be ono,”

“ BASKETS,”
(From Home Reunion Notes, by Earl Nelson.)

—

We do not balf realise what we lose for want
of ‘baskets, or for want of using those we do
possess; neither do we thoroughly reulise, to

usoe Archdeacon Wilson's similo, how many fish
3 .

wo may lose from not using them. Souls, like
fish, are slippery things, and may often, if lefs
to themselves, slip awny altogother from the
Master's storehouse. Fow without tho baskets
would be gathered in, Tho one poculiarity of
Christiunity, above ail other roligions, i its law
of universal love for mun, we are all one in
Christ Jesus—black and whito, rich and poor,
mastor and slave, all ono in Christ; and how
wonderful must bo the oulcomo of such teach-
ing faithfully given in word and in deod.

ence would como the ond of all caste or class
distinctions,

Honce would come the ond of all our potly
squabbles, backbiting and jeslousics.

Hence would como the end of war, and tho
beginning of thal time of universal peaco, 80
boautifully described by Isainh, and by Virgil
in his * Kelogues,’ n foreshadowing of thoe biess-
ings of Mossiah's reign,

Although tho Crusndes wore blighted by the
use of ourthly weapons for spiritual euds,
sursly, when all western Christondom rose as
ono man to reseuce our Lord's sopulchre from
the hand of tho inlidel, wo wore nearor the uni-
vergal brotherhood than we are now. lowevoer
blessed the work of the Reformation in remov-
ing mediwval errors and Pupal aggressions, we
lost, or st lenst cast aside many * baskets’
which had boen wsetul in gathering souls and
keeping them whon gathered.

Thoro woere many shortcomings in those old
timos—roligious wars, lust ulter wordly powor,
bittor porsocutions und the like—which hindered
the work, But there was the one Church to
whieh all ontwardly belonged, notwithstanding
their differont nationalitios or modos of spooch,
nnd, whon this buskot wus broken, & narrow-
mindednoss enmeo in whioh tor tho luw of love
got up u luw of hate oven umong thoswe who
onllod themseolves Christians; nation was set
aguinst nation, sect against seet; nnd war, and
persocution, and division became more rim-
pant than thoy had over boon under the old
regime,

But allow me to partienlariso somo of the
smallor buskots and tho loss sustained by their
disuso. Sacramental grace—the uso of the out-
ward visible sign of the promised grace, Of
courso, thore is the daugor of worshipping the
sign, and of ignoring tho promise ot the Holy
Spirit's univorsal outpouring. But how muny
souls have slippod away altogether for want of
thoso baskots ¢ Despairing souls who have boen
unable to win for thomsolves an assuranco of
forgivonass ; self righteous souls who have lived
wrapped up in soll from the loss of sacramental
union with the othor membors of Christ's body ;
careless souls who, from negloct of tho appointed
moans, have lived as if thoy know not that
there was any Iloly Spint promised to help
thoso who scok Him, and who have passed their
livos in & happy-go-lucky way, wailing torsome
mystorions outpouring, which, if it over comes,
is too ofton mistnken for a pussing excitement
bringing no abiding fruit.

Then there is the daily service, s source of unity
botweon priost and poeople ; the daily reading of
the Bihle, by appointod lessons; the teachings of
the Christian yoar ; all most usoful baskots for
kooping souls and helping them on in the way

of holiness. How many Christians have cast
these baskets away altogethor, and lost thereby
wll hold of Christian brotherhood, all true
balanced knowlodge of the teaching of the
Biblo; all holp to keep them through their daily
life of business and of care unspotted from the
world, Sermons once a week, family prayers
and daily reading of the Bible at home are- all
very good in their way, but are no real substi-
tuto for the buskets to which I have alluded,

A sormon once & week is too ofton sdmired
as an oratorical display or a subject for critical
discussion. Family prayer is no substitute for
public worship, and the reading of the Bible,
oxcopt in a duly appointed courso, is apt to de-
generate into an exerciso of private judgment,
whereby wo oxtol ourselves and judge harshly
of those who differ from us.

It i4 good to root out eviland corruption, but
there is always o danger of gathering up the
good seed also, and we may he quite sure that
wo have injured the onward march of true
Christian principles when, in our zonl for greater
freedom, wo cast aside baskets which have of
old time beon appointed as means for catching
fish, and then of bringing them safe in the
Mauster's storchouse,

HIYMNS OF THE CHURCH.

Wo took oceasion recently to say a few
words in referonce Lo the trashy, mischievous
styleof the Moody and Sankey hymns and
such like with which our country is fooded,
Alate number of The Spokane Churc hman has as
an article oxpressing vory much the same
opinions from which wo take the following:

The choico of hymns, and the manner in which
they are sung in public worship, may either
muke or mur a religious sorvice. Inappropri-
alo hymns, badly sung, may spoil the best
pronching ana throw a damp and chill upon the
dovotional exorcisos of the house of God. On
the othor hand, hymns that harmonize with the
souson, servico, the sermon, or that sum up the

practical lessons of a discourso, will make all
the differonce bolween a timo of woariness and
languor and » time  of refreshing from the
presonce of the Lord. In ke manner the gener-
al tono of roligious people will purtake of the
charactor of tho hymns which they are ac-
customed to sing. Many hymns which are
called Gospol hymns. might bo called Gutter
Hymus, so favas the charactor of their poetry
is concornod.  Hymns which destroy reverence
will, in the ond, destroy piety. True pootry is
the handmaid of true pioty, and tho one cannot
bo injurod without the other suftering. If we
wore to ask some modern congrogation to “Sing
us one of the Songs of Zion,” we should have
4 rosponso all oo roady in some doggerel stuft
about *“ Holding the Fort,' ** In the sweet Bye
and Bye,” or such trash as, “ The Devil is mad,
and {am glad,” The Moodiness and Sankey-
monjousness (if wo may coin & praise) of the
ranting, rambling rhymes of a certain classof
hymns hns dono more harm than good to the
cause of truo religion. Tho false imagery, the
sickly sentiment, the halting motre, the jabber-
ing rhyme, which entors into tho composition
of much that puss for hymns now-a days would
not bo toloratod in a common pot-house song
book. Tho old Mothodist preacher who used to
stand outsido tho gin shops to learn the tunes
which wero sung by convivial follows who resort-
od thither, that ho might adapt them for hymn
singing, and who oxcused himself on the ground
that he did not seoe why the devil should have
all tho good tunes, would doubtless reject the
{unes and tho words of much found in some so-
callod church hymnals, and sung by some con-
grogations, Lot it be remoembored that the
curly Mothodists had alike the gift of song and

true poetry. We might close right here, bu
cannot refrain from showing how many of the
grand old hymns and tunes seom to be passing
away, Even the Old Hundrédth seems likely
soon to he relegated to the ancient lore of for-
gotten hymnology. We asked a congregation
gomo time ago to sing it, and lo our astonish-
ment the organistreplied. “The Old Hundred ?
Why, I never heard of that.” We may have
something to say in fulure articles on the subject
of ¢ Our New Hymnal” — Church IHelper,
Michigan.

WIIAT MR. GLADSTONE HAS DONEL.

“In 1845, Mr. Gladstone supported the
grant to the Roman Cutholic College of May-
nooth.”

¢In 1854, he opposed inquiry into conventual
and monastic institutions.”

“In 1858, when acting as High Commissioner
of Her Majesty to tho [onian I[slands, he as-
gisted at Mass, drank of lustral water, kissed
the hands of priests, etc., so that ¢ all Corfu was
astonished.””

*In 1865, he supported the movement to
ostablish s Roman Catholic University in Ire-
Jand."

[n 1867, ho supported o Bill which literally
gave the Pope co-ordinate power in England with
the Sovereign of this country (sce the TUmes of
March 21st, 1867.)"

¢ In 1869, he described the Protestant com-
manity in [reland as ‘a tall tree of noxious
growth, darkening and poisoning tno lund.’”

 In 18069, ho disestablished the Irish Church,
and handed over to the Church of Rome no less a
sum than £364,000 obtained by this act.”

“ In 1870, as appeared by a letter published
in tho Standard of February 8th, 1871, the Pope
thanked Mr. Gladstone ‘for the ominent ser-
vices rendered by you to us, and to that holy
religion the interest of which it is our chief
duty to advance.””

“In 1871, Mr. Gladstone roleased the Popish
murderors of Mr. Murphy, the Protestant lee-
turer at Whitehavon, after o short term of im-
prisonment,  Upon this the Morning ‘Advertiser
commented as follows: “ Kither owing to the
political necessities of Mre. Gladstone, or some
deeper and more mysterious cause, Wo are now
living in this Protestant country under Romish
intimidation,”

* In 1850, Mr. Gladstone appointed a Roman
Catholic Viceroy of Indin, a procceding which
shocked and angered many of his most devoted
folfowers.”

And (omitling many other instances)—

“In 1891, he supportod the Religious Dis-
abilities Romoval Bill, to permit Roman Catho-
lics to hold the offices of Lord Chancellor of
England and Lord Lioutenant of Irefand.”

No wonder that when, in 1870, Mr. Glad-
stone was asked point blank whethor he be-
longed to tho Church of Rome, he carefully ab
stained from anything like u direct answer.—
Irish Eeclesiastical Gazette.

AN afternoon service in one of our magnifi.
cont Cathedrals, where player and chorister in-
terpret somo sublime Christian preachment of
a great musician, and where tho singers’ names
arc not known to tho majority of the congroga-
tion, has infinitely greater effect 1n stamping
Christian impressions on worldly hearts than
bushels of tho *“solos * by Mr. Soand So, which
are as to music elementary, bald, and thin (be-
ing generally hymns, and those by no means of
tho noble but of the confectionery sort), and as
to interpretation strained and self-conscious to
adogree. In short. sensational religionism not
only has no lasting value at all, but 1s frequent-
ly fraught with dangerous consequences, and
should always be sternly deprecated by all who
have tho cansa of Christianity at heart.—
Church Review, :



