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Notes of the Week, -

The re-assembling of the British Parlinment on

" Thursday afforded the Opposition the opportunity
to question the Government as to their intentions
with regard to Egypt. The Premier, however, de-
clined to spesk detinitely with roference to the
Giovernment’s future policy, declaring that they
would be guided by the courso of ovents, and
chailenging the Opposition to a vote of wanbt of
confidence. Itis estimated the cost of the war,
exclusive of the expenses of the army of occupa-
tion and of the Indian contingent, will amouunt tu
twenty millions of dollars, . On motion of
Mr, Gladstone s commitiee was appointed to en-
quire into the case of Mr. E. Dwyer Gray, a news-
paper editor and momber of Parliament, who, our

readers may remember, was fined and imprisoned
by an Irish Judge for contempt of court in pub-
lishing an articlo charging drunkenness upon a
jury ina State trial who had found o prisuner
guilty of murder. Mr. Gladstone’s motion
for precedence for the rules of procedurs when-
ovor sot down was also sarried. This will expedite
business, and the adoption of the Closure will pre-
vont useless and damaging waste of time, Subse
quently in the debate upon the main question an
amendment, offered by Stokey and accepted by the
Governtent, that a question must have boen adi-
quately discussed betore Clusure is pronounced,
was adopted.

The trial of Arabi has begun, and Lnglish coun-
seldefend him., Wilfred Blunt telegraphing Napier,
one of Arabi's counsel, relative to the discovory of
Arabi’s papers, says :—“Success is assured.” Coun-
sel say they will be able to show that he acted
under instructions,cand that the Sultan was ipsti-
gating him against the Epglish. The Times Cairo
correspondent telegraphs that Arabi says that ne
desires to quit Egypt as soon as possible, and will
accept the sentonce of exile to any part of British
dominions, He doos 1ot wish to see Lgypl again.
The correspondent believes that Sir Idward Malet
las intormed the Government that no interference
will be allowed with the sentence if Arahi is proven
directly guilty either of abuse of the white flag, in-
cendiarism or massacre. The Sultan, it is reperted,
is making desperate efforis to have the irinl ahan-
doned, but the feeling in FEngland will brook no
such interference. -

Recent news from Egypt report new complica-
tions. A serious battle has been fought hetwecn
the falsa prophet, who has a large following, and
some troops of the Khedive, in which the prophet
was victorious. Tolegrams of Saturday say :—The
false prophet is reported to be within three days’
march of Kharton. A council of ministers has
decided to instruct the Governor of Soudan to hold
out at ICharton until assistance arrives. It has been
decided to onlist as marcy black troops as possible
for service against the false prophet. Ismael Pasha
Eyoub will be placed at the head of these forces,
with Stone Pasha second in command. Itis felt
that the English will have their hauds full in quiet-
ing the country, which is now becoming again very
unsettled.

What may lead to a serious revolution has shown
itself in France. LePaps, a Paris paper, publishes
the details of an anarchist couspiracy. It is com-
posed of a small number of staunch supporters in all
towns and manufacturing villages uf France. The
mombers are mostly young men, who distribute
rgyolutionary papors. Each group has a distinetive
nime. A letter seized by tho autlorities recom-
mends that the groups should pretend to be trudes’
nnions, All groups in a department form w federa-
tion. M Floquet. Prefect of the Departument of the
Seine, has 1esigned. It is stated that the members
of anarehist federntions in Paris and its suburbs
slone pumber 1,229. This is & sad outlook for
Frunco. Ipidiy all public r-c)gnition of religion

is being removed, indeed already it has been |
‘order 10 get up a creditahle collection.

hanixhed from the State, and without Gep and the

J‘estmining inflaences of Chriat,iaui;y, it is not diffi-:

‘cult to foretell a return of those terrible days of

former times when the stroets of Paris ran with
human blood, May Gob avert so awful a catas-
trophe. A despatch from London says: Private
advices represent the stato of Lyons very alarming.
Business is suspended. More troops have been
tolegraphed for. The situationis critical. A papic
has seized the population. The theatres last night
were empty. The mohs threaten to sttack the
banks ard public buildings. Measures of procau-
tion have heen tuken.

Mrs. Langtry, who is called “a celebratéd Eng-
lisk professional beauty," and who has heen attract-
ing the admiration of large audisnces in the Pro-
vincial towns of Logland, has anived in this coun-
try, having landed in New York on Wednesday
last. Despatches state that boxes for her first per-
formance in that city sold by auction at from 45

Fto $320. Itis not claimed thab the lady has any

merits as an actress, and while a breautiful woman
is always an object of admiration, it is a now phaso

and position simply to acctunulate wealth trading
upon her beauty by such public exhibitious. It
certainly does not speak well for nineteenth century
luste and refinement.

A Chinese coin, 3,000 years old, was found by
gold miners digging in a elaim at Cassaian B. C
It is supposed to have heen left there by Chinese
mariners wrecked on tho coast long before the
Christian era. The question is again asked—Waus
not America first discovered by the Chinese?

The Inglish Church papers are largely occupied
with interesting acecounts of the Church Congress
just concluded at Derby. It was the twenty-second
Congress and as regards number exceeded any
previous occusion of the kind.  Nearly 400v tickets
were issued and sold.  While the subjects discussed
embraced some of the burning questious of the
day, and were engaged in with warmth by men of
different views, yet on the whole the proceedings
were harmonicus, and ealeulated to draw Church-
men more closely together. The speaking it is
stated was particularly good. The workingen's
meeting on one of the evenings was a great success,
over 4009 being present.  The speakers were the
Archbishop of Yok, the Bishop ol Bedford, Canon
Hole and Canon Knox Litile.

Tor some years past the Chinese question has
attractedd an amount of atlention in the United
States which at last led to the passage of a hill
through both Hou~es of their Parliament forbid-
ding for a period of years any Chinese immigration
into the country. And now the suine question ix
looming up in Canada, several thounsands of Celes-
tials having been hnported into Dritish Columbia
to work as navvies on the Canudian Pacitic Rail-
ways. Recently at a meeting of all the Trades
Unions of Toronto, vesolutions were passed sbrongly
condemuvatory of “John Chinaman” being allowed
the countenance of government or its contractors,
and urging a prohibition ov restriction. whenever
practicible, of Chinese immigration. Probably in
the near future we may oxpect a very large addition
to our population in the persons of these Asiaties,
and no doubl cfforts will be brought to bear upon
Government and Parliament to adopt the same
course as has been made the law of the meighbour-
ing Republic. There is no doubt the Uhinese
question is one of great political and social conse-
quence, but we should hope that Christians will
recognize in their prosence in increasing numbers
a glorious opportunity to bring them to a know-
ledge of Christ, Whose religion. it is hoped, will
lend its professors to deal with the questivn in a
Christlike spirit, removed from all selfish consider-
ations,

1t is rather humiliating as well as provoking to
learn that Canada’s exhibit at the great Interna-
tional Fisheries Exhibition. to be held in Loudon
next year will not bea creditable one. Mr. Vilmot

complains of bei g too limited in point of time to
get up a proper exhibit of the Capadinn fisheries,
and says he should have had two years’ notice in
Of course
it takes tiwe, but sumebody must be to blame for

of modern manpers to find u lady of good fumily,

not having begun to make the collection months
ago. It will be too bad if our display is not a
prominent feature of the Exhibition.

A prelimipary meeting has born held in Montroal
to muke arrangements for the reception of the
British Association for tho Advancement of Science
in 188%. It seems now to he undeistood as & posi-
tive thing that this learned and distinguished body
wil) hold its next meeting in our Metropolitan city,
and it is well thut arrangements should at onece Le
begun to give them a right royal reception.

. An Upper Canadian paper says there js great
demand for immigrants by Railway Contractors and
others. Emigrants are snapped up as fast as they
arrive by contractors and such is the competition
that they are in the hubit of engaging with one and
then going and offering themselves to other employ-
ars ut an advance. The present enormous doemand
for labor on the railways ia likely to result in an
enormaus cmigration in the early spring, but,
meantime men worth anything are hard to get
except at good rates. It might be worth while for
some of the employers who are defrauded by broken
ongagements to make an example of a few of these
men for the sake of diffusing a little better morality
among the remainder.

The descendants of the ILoyalists in St. John,
New Brunswick, propose to themselves the erection
of a Memorisl Hall to commemorate the centenary
celebration of their forefathers' settlemont of that
¢ity. At a recent meeting of the Committes ap-
pointed to carry into effect the contemplated work,
the President, J. W. Lawrence, Esq., read the fol-
lowing note which had heen sent him :—**1 admire
the good work being done by the N. I. Historical
Society in their effort to celebrate 1883 (the Cen-
tennial) and to securc a Centennial Hall, to be used
for a public museum, art gallery, library and reading
reom in St. John. There is nothing more required,
and that will do g0 much good in my opinion.
I will be glad to lend a helping hand in any way 1
can,  You ean draw on mo for five hundred ($300)
dollars.” The idea is a good and noble one,and
the fo:ling which prompts the elforts now being
made is worthy of the descendants of those brava
and loyal men, wiose fove for king and counlry led
to the sacrifice of very much of personal eomfort
and property in removing from a settled country fo
what was then a dreaty, uninhahited wilderness.
The poeople of St. Juln have enoungh of the spivit
wlich animated their forefathers to make the pro-
posed building a credit to theiv city, and an endur-
ing monument of their awn patrvigtisnr.

Joat raccs and walking mntchos as mow con-
ducted have in themselves no intrinsic value, they
arz of no possible benefit to anybody but those who
purticipate in them, and are on the other hand
particularly objectionable as gambling speculations
aud as alfording opportunity for the exercise of
fraudulent practices.  Athletic sports and innocent
amusements ought to be encouraged, but when the
things we have named above have come to be so
abused, they ¢ no longer receive the countenance
and support of Christians. It has come to he
aceepted at most of these public exhibitions that
those who are interested can have the result as they
want it, se that it is really no display or test of
skill or strength, and no dependence can be placed
upon an honest race where the best man wins.

Efforts are boing put forth to make compulsory the
readiog of the Bible in the Puablic Sehools of On-
tario. It is difficult to see how the Minister of
Fiducation can agree to the adoption of such a
domand after having withdrawn “Marmion” in
doference to the wishes of the Romap Catholic
Archbishop Lyneh of Toronto. The school system
of Canada is pom-sectarian. and while we have
ever felt how damaging to the future religious
principles of cur youth is the neglect to include
religious instruction in their education, still while
separate schuols are opposed by the majority of
the electors, and definite religious teaching during
school howis equally condemned, compulsory Bible
reading. it sesms to us, cnnnot and ought not to

be enforced. .



