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Tug Casapa Direcrory. By Robat W, S,
MacKay. Montreal : John Lovell, 1851,
Lucidly‘arranged,and beautiful initstypography,

this volume does iufinite credit to its publisher and

compiler. . ‘T'o the wan of business the work must

be an indispensable vade mecum, not merely as a

directory, but as containing 8 vast amount of

geueral information relative to the mercantile and
agricultural resources of the Province.  Iu various
instances we have tested the accuracy of the
volume, and have been struck with the abscace of
crror which it displays.  The undertaking in every
point of view was sn arduous one, and we cannot
doubt that extensive patronago will reward the
enterprising publisher. ' '
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Foun Sersons o Tug Hory SACRAMENT OF THE
Lonru's Surres. Preachedin St.Peter’s Church,
Cobourg, during the Scason of Advent, 1850:
by A. N. Bethuve, D. D, Archdeacon of York,
and Rector of Cobourg. ‘Toronto: A. F. Plees.

The large supply. of this kind of theological
literature, which, during the last few years, has
been 80 rapidly accumulating, is a sign, we trust,
of an increasing relish for such productions, and
augure well, as we would fain believe, for the
epread of personal religion.  Still we cannot but
sasure oursclves that, in many instances, the supply
“exceeds the demand, and that the success of pub-
lication is frequently very uncertain. In regard,
bowever, to the Sermons before us, we feel con-
vinced that they will secure a wide and speedy
drculation.  The established reputation of their
autkor will,descrvedly,attract attention ; and their
contents are such that those who have given them
a reading will -be likely to recommend them to
others. A subject of the highest importance, alike
to the constitution of the Church and the spiritual
welfaro of each of her imembers, has been treated
" with discretion and force,—in a mauncr calculated
(which should be the aim of cvcry sermon) to
convinee the judgment and to move the hcart.
May the Redeemer’s own Spirit—without which
the best thoughte and the weighticst words are
vain—accompany, with persuasive power, these
excellent Discourscs; aud use them as an jnstru-
ment to commend to many a soul-sick sinner that
** medicine of immortality ”* which the Sacrament
of the Lord's Supper has becn appointed to
furnish.

The 1st Scrmon is on the text 1 Cor. xi. 263
and is chicfly occupied with shewing how the
obligation of conmmunicating at the Lord’s Table
is involved in the fundamentsl principles of the
Gospel covenant and the lite. It is a strange
thing, and surely it is an inconsistency which we
ought to deeply lament, that, whilst professing
Christiaus at large express a hope of shewing, in
somo way or other, in the benetits of Christ's

dcarh, so few take part in the sacramental com- )
‘ w

meworation of his death. s not the contradiction
obvivus P Must thers not be somgthing defective
in the interest which we testify in that mystery of
love which we decline to commemornte, in the
appointed way P When a sation removea from
their pedestals the statues of its mighty dead, itis
because the heart of that nation is changed toward
them. The deeds of the departed hero or states-
man are o longee xalued, and his wmemorial,
accordingiv, excites dissntisfuction and is moved
from its place.  In what light are we to regard the
slighted memoriul of the Lord's Supper?  ‘I'he
retreating sinner, who will not await the repast
and the blessing, does not, it is true, obliterate the
ordinance, 8o fur as others are concerned ; but he

docs abolish it virtually as regards himself: does

Dic not, then, east, it densf;, & certain measure of
conteampt on the agonies the Divine Victim
rocorded, remembered, exhibited in that memorial?
The institution is neglecied ; the conimandment
infrioged ; the dying wish and bequest thrown
aside, as it were, and set st nought’'s where, then,

we may well ask, are the reverence and the love -

due to Him who established the institution, issued
the unquat fied ¢ ammund, bogueathed, almest in
expiring accent., the precivus legacy of his Sacra-
wiental Feast ?

St not neglecting Christ,"—this is the wav in
which Dr, Bethine states the paintnl imcansisteney, —
Cols ot not wegleeting Chast, and doohing o from
Clast, it we regind not, sl shace ot i, the cong-
semeration of s passion, appomted so solemnly by
fowselr T Faithy we are tauehit, is the o .~|-m'.g ol
Clinstian conduct | tios it s wineh impels us o the
Saviow ;5 amd wabentat, we conbd no be eonsplepod 1
Lawve esther s pant or lot® i b, Bat what! meust be
the chatacter of that Luth svhiach moves gs gt e o
enjoied and positive telaaens dhtv, —to that whe
comstitutes s vepresentation of the Nasonrs ontlengos,
and s tevealed as o ehannel of s sanenity s ol e
gorating wraee four hearts £ 10 would soem, ualeed,
na U hoshian fa was ‘n.lrlml with, when i,.u.! <
Supper s neglected §oneat there was an abandor i, oe
of great ]'lll“‘l|'|" wWhieh cises ws (o Tevonn,e aed
rest upon the Saviont 3o curtender of the e wliel
liaks the stinet 1o the Redeeme:, am? imades tan copa-
ble of the deliveranee winught out day e .~rn~~l
Many sy deny that st s so ¢ and siy that, gotwatli
standing the reslect complamed o), 1Y
stll upon Chirst Jesius o sadvati,
’iheere i that presumption. byt ‘there
for 1t The essence. the meastung, the

h.'n n!rlu'll.!c‘ln'q' I~

hey iy he
are 1o gronnds | office of meetin
provt of tyitl s

bound t dispute and doubt the genuineness of the faith
which is protessed. 1t is a name and sounl. but not «
poneiple 1 itis a theory only, to all practical purposes
valtedess 5 there s pothing operative or quickening
about it, and thereture it must be reckoned at and go
for netingg. ) . i o T
“ Are we not right, indeed, in believing thit this
very onbnance of hisholy Supper was instituted for the
perpetaal manifestation, as well as steady r-:vujnl, ol
the tarth winch the Lord insists upou { - And, in this
view of the case, we must feel persuaded that every
time thal ordinance is neglected,—every time it s
passed by or overlooked,—every time, from whatsoe-
ver cause, it is shghted,—there is a giving up, nay, a
casting away of Christian faith.  Nor does it here mi-
tigate the evil of the offence, that people at such times
may plead impediments from things without, or things
within, 1o the fulfilment of this duty. Such impedi-
ments are working just the intluence, under any cir-
cumstances, that 1t should be the great business of life
to counteract § they are destroying i the soul the prine
ciple of obedience, sapping the root of faith in Christ,
and estranging us from God.  So that, in reality, they
only axgiavate the evil of our case, by keeping us away
fiom duty and holding us at a distance from God 5 and
whilst we are, through our own mdvlence or perverses
ness, hept in that condition, we can have no reasonable
hope «f sulvation should we be surprised by death,”
~ The 2nd Sermon is on 1 Cor. x. 16, and em-
bodics a history of the Lord’s Supper and of its
‘Types, commencing with the emblematic “ Tree
of Life” in the Garden of Eden, and closing with
a bricf’ but intcresting eketch of the holy zeal
evinced by the early Church in regard to the then
highly-prized privilege of participating in the now
much-neglected Communion of the Body and
Blood of Christ.

The 3rd Sermon is on St. John vi. 53, and, as
its main feature, presents us with an able refuta-
tion of the tenet of Transubstantiation. Towards
the close of thiv Sermon, the subject of prepara-
tion or qualification is introduced, upon which
some very impressive remarks are made. The best
preparation, and in fact the only true and effectual
preparation for the Lord’s Supper is habitual god-
liness,—a life which, in the main, is a godly life,
which ia varuished, as it must be, by infitmitice,
but, at the same, tolerates no indulged sin. No
man who habitually indulges any known sin can be
a worthy communicant, - Still the devoutest
Christian, especially if, in temporal matters, his
life be one of toil and care, needs his peculiar
seasons for retircment for meditation, for bringing
hinsclf, so far as may be, to a perfectly recollected
state of mind. How often are even serious persons
drawn out of this recollected state of mind, and
how necessary to make special efforts, with God's
help, to regain it, before we approach the solemn
precinets of the Lord's Table,—the péculiar resi-
dence (if we may speak thus) of the Christian
Chechinah.  Even the poor Jleathen could feel in
this way toward the sacrifices of his idol-gods; and
what shame (not to say what judgment) will it
bring upon the Christian if he fall short of the
Heathen precept, put into a form more befitting
his own apiritual faith,—* Puro cam corda venite!”
! Yet, whatsocever be the special preparation, there
must still be the indispensable foundation of a
godly life.  ‘Fhe Archdeacon's observations on this
ud seem to us forcible and judicious,

o
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“ Will any, then, say that these are qualificutions
s for a particular ordinanee, or a special rehigious duty §
L and not rather say, that they are the every-day qualiti-
cations of the Chiristian,—not to be put on or off, as
solemin ocetsions come about and depart 3 but to be’
habitually avorn,—a never-ceasing appendage of our
Creligious being,—a ik and token, never to be lud
Csde but ulwaysexhibited, of the truth amdveality of our
Chiein Christ £ Could less, we may ask, be expected !
(o believers on Chiist ander any ciremustances ¢
S would less beconsistent with the comuon and ordinary
i profession of our taiih in Him as a Redeeiner and M-
diator §
* Such qualifications may, indced, be called the
nuwriage garmient,” which wust be found upow ull
s whoare admitted to the feast of redemption 5 upon all
Pwcho are sutmoned from the ¢ highways and hedges **
Lot siny—from the broad road of destrdetion, the dark

.

Taid of the shadow of deathtoenter inte the sovaessst

in obediesee 3 but where this is not rendered, we are

acknowledging a feeling, which we cannot express, joy to her, centered in her little child. He waqa

the Archdeacon of York has written upon it..

“ But we must now regard another plea often ad-
vanced by persons who ought to manifest an example
of diligence in this duty,—the plea that they we too
much absorbed in the cares and business of the worll to
! justify their entrance upon a service so solctuu, and yet
y s0 dutitul.—"There might, my brethren, be some reason
in this excnse, if this world were all we had to live for
—if its possessions and its comforts were of so0 muc.ll.
consequence as 1o engage all our care and etlort ; if
there was to be no limit to the time in which these
things could be enjoyed,—no etemity to provide for,—
no soul with an everlasting destiny at stake—no judg-
ment-day, upon the issucs of which are to depend its
misery or its bliss for ever. If these solemn and
weighity things could all be discarded ; ifthey could be

made 1o pass from the mind as visionary dreams or the

fancies of zealots, then might people be justified in
abandoning their religious duties and. neglecting their
God.—But if, indeed, it be otherwise, and they are per-
suaded of the terrible realities of deatggand a judgment
to'come ; if they feel assured that that last scrutiny,
and that lust sentence is just as certain as that, ¢ itis ap-
pointed unto men once 1o die 3’ O then they cannot,
they dare not, suffer the engagements of earth to inter-
fere with the business of heaven ; they dare not estrange
themselves from religious duties and relicious privi-
leges, because there is work in this world to be done ;
but rather they will feel, that however pressing and
trying all this may be, the first great duty isto be,
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.”

i R N e AR
SCENES IN OUR PARISI.
NO. XI.

A DAY OF GLOOM.

Continued from our lust.

It is well indeed for miserable man, that in his
hour of deep distress,he has one to whom to 2pply,
more pitying than his fellow-sinner. * My heart
was almost broken, when [ heard of it,” said poor
Esther, ** but the Lord does all things well.”” It
was within an eveving or two after hier admission
into the hospital, and whilst she lay thinkiog, 1
suppose, of her forlorn and hopeless coudition, in
the loss of all carthly comfort, and having theu
but vain and unfounded hopes for heaven, that the
chaplain having read prayers in the next ward,
stopped at the strangers’s bed. = Ile was one well
used to instruct the ignorant, and to confort those
who mourn ; yet from Esther’s account, 1 fancy
he must have found wmore than usual difficulty in
his first introduction to her. *“I thought it very
strange and very unkind of him,” she said, “so to
insist upon it, that I was a sinner; I did not then
know with what a holy God I had to do; and 1
recollect | hoped he would never come again.  But
he was very patient with me; he came day after.
day,~—blessed be God for it ; and I learnt little by
litde how I was burn in sin, and had sivned in
thought, word, and deed; and 1 saw that there
could be only one Saviour, but, thask God, 1 saw
that he was mighty to save! And then, O how 1
need to long for the gentleman’s coming ; and if he
could have talked to me all duy, 1 awm sure I could
have listencd : I shull never see him again on earth
but, O dear me! if ever I get to heaven—" Aund
she would stop abruptly and weep, as i the great-
ness of the hope had overcome her.

She had been in the bitirmary many wecks,
when some one who visited her there, told her that
her step-mother was about to jlace the ¢hild in the
work-house ns she could not be troubled with bim
any longer. ** Aud he is the only ore Lhave left, ty
child I'* she said *taud 1 shall never, never see him

- again ;" and she burst icto a passionate fit of weep-

ing, which those about her strove in vain to quell.
The physicians were kindly suxious to have her
under their care yet a little longer ; but she would
not be detained.  They told her she needed con-
stant attention, snd her ouly chaace of recovery was

hv.',nnl;nn'l\{ Prerrnainriease ..n.l,‘-u:l..é; CATS. - l)..oﬁ‘:ke ]

‘:» ot subvation with the Saviour of the world. — Without
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mother felo that she had rather die with her child,

Christ, where and what are we ? unreconeiled to God
through Christ, what imust be our doom t But redecined,
tHiough that precious sineoflering, from the wages of |
miquity, dare we torget that we st e a® peculiar
people, zeadous of good works £ And can we think that
act peenhiar people” such as Chiistians are required 10

bey sy exhibit dess of boliness and watehfulness than
the quadifications for s holy Sacrament imply, and
vet be consistent ov safe U170 Goopel itsel @i all its
Lojes amd privilezes as wen s cadinanees, is o porpes
tad feast where the Lord™s presence slwass is; and in
the Loed's pressuce any where, we mitest ped be found
nnclothed with his robe o vighteousness, We eannot
, euier the courts of the Lord's Louse ; we cannot pray
1o Him in the midst of the congregation, or in the pri-
vacy of our own abades § we cannot, at leist, do so
aceeptably, religionstV, or conistentty, unless our aim
wd effortis to be* holy as he is holy it all manner ol
conversaiion.® ’
 The qualitications, then, for the Supper of the Lond,
are nothing new, peculiar, or distineiive s they e
what we should possess continually . it we hope ‘1o be
soved. With Jess than these, wo cannot fook with
cenbdence o CinistUs atonement 5 witicbess than these
we cannot hope o die in peace.or ook forwind to the
udzmenteseat and the lust aceount with any thing ¢lse
tan the drcad of condemuation. But as We hope 1o
Peesaved, el us even now put that armowr on, and this
be seady, daily and howly, for om perpetnal wat tare
with our spintual foes ) he veady, above ail, for the
dread contliet with the last enensy 3 and through by

that doved us and gave buwselt Tor us. be assired of
\'u'lul’)’."

.

i The last of the serics is founded on 1 Cor.xi.27,
{ and addresses itself 1o the anxious and responsible
g objections.  With a quotation

froi this Discourse we must close our review,

| thau live awny from him; so she was carried home

to the miserable hovel which 1 have pointed out to
you; she left the convenicnces aud comforts of the
well-nited and neatly arranged ward for the most

¢ wretched of beds, and the scantiest and conrsest of

food ; but happily for Fsther, she had found, and
she carcied with her to ber sordid home, * the pearl
of great price ;" and to the uncasy bed on which
she was laid, when she arrived there, and from
which she pever fose again for the three remaining
years of her life, her Lord’s comfort while she lay
sick on her bed, * Thou, Lord, didst make all her
bed in her sickness””  Her change of charactes
was remarked, though the reason of that change
was not duly appreciated, by the ignarant and care-
less people amongst whom she resided.  She wasa
new creature, possessed of new motives and new
actions ; new sorrows and new comforts ; 8 new
support through the accumutated woes of life ; and

that we have not only proved  unequal to the child ‘.vorlh his mother’s affection, and he loved hip
inomentousness of the theme (who is not?) but poor 8Il.'.t mother dearly; he was gentle and affece
have failed to do full justice to the Seruons which tionate, in no common degree ; and his beauty re.

i sembled what his mother's had been, and she hag
" once been very fair. It needed years of suffering,

to war the form which God had made so perfect:
: but disease effects fearful ravages in the brightest
- face : and poverty and want trace the brow even
* of youth with untinrely furrows. The winter came
. ou with great severity ; auvd though fuel is so
: here, Esther had often to bear cold in addit

cheap
] ion to
her other miseries ; often for days together no oge
came in to kindle her scanty fire. If there way
bread in the room, the child would reach it for hey
; and divide it with ber; and when there was nope
r—1 thought my Lord would never suffer me u;
( starve, and I belicve he never will® No, I thiok
it is well to tuke God’s promises literally when we
may ; and the rich in this world’s goods cannot,
perhaps, fully enter into the preciousness of tha;
promise when literally taken, * Bread shall be given
thee.!” Nothing is more easy,’’ says the venerable
Bishop Hall, ** than to trust God, when our bargy
and coffers are full ; and to eay, * Give us our dajl
bread,” when we have it in the cupboard ; but whey
we have pothing, when we know not how or whenes
to get any thing, then to depend upon an invisible
bouaty, this is a true and noble act of faith.” Oy
poor Either lived in the daily practice of such
F faith.

It was on one of the coldest days of that fess-
fully cold weather, when the ground was frozen
like iron, and one could pot breathe the freezing
air for a minute, without remembering the text,
* Who shall abide his cold P” when the icicles bung
glittering from the low roof of her miserable dwell.
ing, making a strange contrast to all that was dark
and gloomy around them ; that s neighbour charit.
ably came into light her fire ; and putting the
small apartinent in better order that usual, left it
It was set in order for a funeral. The child bad
not stood by the fire a minute, before his thin night
dress was in flames: “ O Richard, Kichard! my
son, tny son !" shricked the unhappy mother. She
made a couvulsive «ffort to rise, but jnstantly fell
backward ; and feeling her utier inability to sssist -
him in his agony, buricd her face iu the bed-
clothes, and lay scnseless. ‘The poor infaut's
cries presently alarmed the neighbours; they put
out the fire, but it is needless to record the state
to which those few moments had reduced him: he
was immediately carried 1o the nearest hospitel—
“That night,” said Esther, — the ignorant, yos
know, are alwnys superstitious,—* that night, just,
as the clock struck three, 1 was lying hereallin-
the dark, crying about my poor child: | felt some=
thing pass, and step softly on the bed just as be
used to do; and I looked up and saw him, aod 1
locked up and saw him, aud he looked so besutiful
and I was just going to say, *Is it you, my son?
and he was gone!”’ “ Ahl” said I, * when we
dream of friends that are dead, they often do ape
pear to us very beautiful.”  But Esther evidently
did not think it a dream. *1 did not know then,”"-
she said, * that he was dead; but when my step-
mother went in to see him the next day, the doo-
tor told her that he had died just at three o'clock,
—just when I saw him 3 and she rsised her dark.
melancholy eyes to mine, with an espression which:
scemed intended to ark, * You do not think that it
was ouly a dream ¥ But I was sure that 8 cob-
troversy on that incomprehensible subject, the poss
sibility and the probability of apparitione, would
be worse than uscless; so 1 generally ended thas
part of the conversation, by remiuding her, that.
{le who bad said, * Suffer the little children- W0
come unto me,"’ wonld certainly not leave her com-
fortless, though he had taken her last earthly come
fort away from her; and that 1 doubted uot hes.
Jdistle Richerd woold lodk -nr:"wﬁfn, _!Mg_m'_
saw him in heaven : * And I think 1 shall see bimy" -
she would answer calinly, “and my Lord has ook
left me comfortless,” - ‘

It was a few months after this heavy affliction,
I well remember the day, when we were fully ro
paid the labor of a viresome walk, by discoveriog .
in poor Esther—accidentally as it seemed to ug==
one of those so exactly pointed cut by our Masters
—* Sick, sud ye visited we," —** Inasmucl! as yo
did it unto one of the lcast of these, ye did it oot
me”" I well iecollect how shocked we were, Dot
so much at her extreme poverty, as at her solitary
and descrted condition.  Her husband, as if be bad
one, and only one human feeling left, had come 0
lovk at the child as be lay in his coffin, but uttetly

i
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neglected the dying mother. Iler only sopporh
the pittance which the parish compelled bim 10
allow her, was grudgingly aud irrogulatl.y P{ld;
yet [ never heard her ention him, but with pitys
and in a spirit of kinduess. The sister who slept.

an eatirely new hope v the prospeet of death.— | with ber, lef't her early in the morning, and retu

Without any outward means of grace, the work | very late at night ; so that,
of the Spirit of Gol silcntly, but rapidly ad- bour came in at uncertain intervals, Esther

vanced,
“ It was wonderful,” said one, * to see how she
bore herillness; how very patient she was, it was
“unaccountable to sce.””  Porhaps, few Christians
ever were called to a longer exercise of that one

grace of patience.  For Esther's tronbles multi-

. plied, whilet all her earthly comforis scemed re-

' duced to ouc single blessing ;" all that life bad of

except when s Mfsh'
might

| hunger and none give her bread,—be thirsty

none give her drink. 1 have several times fou
her faint, for want of a morsel of food? 8’“"‘“’
there was none in the room, but sometimes she b‘:
said, * There is bread there, but I cannot relc.h!‘
It is sad that such things should be io s Christisd
country, but [ have not exaggerated.

( To be concluded in our ncxt.)



