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HYMiýN FOR CHRISTNIAS-DAY.

0 Saviour, ivhom thîs holy mr
Gave to our world below;

To morttai want andi labour born,
Andi more îhan mortal woe!

Incarnate Word! by every grief,
By each temptation trieti,

Who liveti*,) vielti our jus relief,
And to redeem us tieti

If gaily clotlhed astd prnudly feti,
lu àdangerouis %oalth we dwela

Ramnius otf liy mnger-bed,
And luwvly cottage-ceil!1

If prest b poverîy severe,
Inuetilioujs walit we p4ine,

Olà1i may the Spiint wispe,;itr near,
Jluw pour a lut was thune I

'1 hrough fickie fortune's various scens
Promn sin preseýrve us frvee

Like as Thtoti hast a mourner beeni,
ftly w r'ýj n l L th t'0 1

lithop Hebei%

CIIRI1STM AS.

Anti well our Chritî:n sireosof olt
Loveti when the year ita course hai roll'd,
Andl braught bjilite Christmas back again,
lVitli ail lits hospitablle train.
Domlesîic andi re!igiotus rite
Gave honour to the holy ni-it;
On Christmias eve the belis wvere rung;
On Chrisîmaus eve the miass %vas sung.

Englant wa.% merry England, when
Old Christimas brolighli sports again.
*'Twas ý.Chri,,tinas hroach'd thie igh',ltiest ale;
'Tisas Christîmas tolti the meirrit!sî tale;.
A Christmnas gainhol oft coti cheur
The pour tnau's lieart thruugh i al the year.

Sir Walter Scot.

Festivals, in conmmemoiori of national blessings ai delive-
ranfes, have fio)wed ulike fromn the ordinance of the, Almrighîy,
andi focni the nlaturul instinct of man to co'xumingle thie graurîic,1
lion (if'the senses which his Maiker ha. implaiet in hiln, with
the rejoicings of a gîtdi-te(etieart. Unier the Jewîsb polity al-
muaIt every imnportant occurrence inii he history of Giti'a chosen

people wsss perpetuateti Mnthecirrmebne by an snnuallyi
recnringl" feasi ; andi when their itiolairous abominations lied
provokiet the wratlhful tienunciations ofthte prophets, those îi.
spireti monitors were Conmissioneti to proclaimn that, among
othier visitations uof his dîspîcasure, Jeliovab woulti cause tbeir
"mnirîb t o cesse, aniaIl their solermn feýasts.» Whenl our Suiv.
mour camle to fullil the law, be scrupulously observeti th, se Moc..
mie institutions, becanise thcir continuanice was in no ways op-

posed Ito the propagation uf bis G .spel, but, on the conîrary,
tendeti to soften the litarts of the perverse Jeva% by recalline the
mercies shewn unto thleir forefathers, andtithus renderei then
More susceptible urt the influence ot a purer dispensation. Be-
aidies the participation of our Saviour in th(sc legal ccremuonials,
we finihiin, on sever al occasions, encouri ing by bis presence
an indulgence in innocent festivity. H-isfirst miracle was wroughîl,
et aweduganu, anti cuntributeti to the social erjoynment
of tlie gue,;ta. When Mafflhaw, (Levt) ahorîly afuer bis becom--
ing a f'ollower of ont Lord, mie " a great feast"e in bis own
bouse, Jesshonoureti iî by isatendance; antiffrr tom dis-
daining Io cat anti driwk with publicans anti sinners, took ativan-
lage of the occasion Io pour a lesson of -wistiom Înto be cars of
Ihose, wbo, but for this opportunity, mighî neyer bave been pri-

-ieed lui bear bis voice. In one ut bis panables, also, tbe king-
domn of I-leaven is likieneti unto a supper mtie by a great Matn,
andt here is nul a sing!e act in our Snvionr'a mnin istry, or a sin-
gle word recortied as baving fallen fromi bis lips, wbicb con bc
consirueti mbo a prohibition of the temperate enjoyment of the,
cruatures anti fruits over wbicb Qed bas given man dominion,
or wbicb represse-s itat impulse of the human beart, whicb leus
us, wlien a teinporal blessing is voncbsafed to us, lu bring forth
the beat robe, tu kili the fatteti caîf, andt t a, anti be mcrry.

It cannut, therefore, bc reaaonably doubiedti iat, in the vcry
tarlicst aea esof the chunch, the Christiana were in the babit of
solcm-nizing aojoyful anti important an avent, as the nativity of
cur blcased Sasriour. The commencement uftihe cuatom is loat
amid the miat anti obscurity of týme, but we bave distinct allu-

tf King Alfret's lawa allow in g îwclvm imys blytiays ai Chrisu-
maos; anti in 1431, Pope Euanius rentierati its adoption obliga-
ory in ail Christian Counnuries, The Walteies,-thai puonis

retenant who ted tbhe pure fiarne oftCbnistiainity wbien Rome batl
uuarîy extiniguisheti i,-have alemnizcet<ha day frornt intie ini-
mamuorial, anti su cao bave tbe Greek, the Swedts, antiflbe Lu.
theruin churches. Ai the peoi o! the Reformation in Englant,
wben an innuinerable swarmsou saitnts was diabutget i fon thie
Calendar, ib is ncipal festivals ufthebacburcb, anti among Ihant
the _Niuivity, were jndicionsîy nebaituct, anti satuctioneti by Par-
iiameniiry enacimenî. Front the eiuurcbes disciplinat aller the
Caivittistic motel, Ibm soleniz1tion utf ail Fatilvais is enitirety
excindeti, Ibouglitlit appears Ibai Ibere were sonne, ut witicb
Christmeas waa uone, Chat Calvin himamîf wuult willingîy hava
reruineti. Neithier do tha Q.uakiers pay any respect loetibis or
any othier anniversary ut fim Christian Chuncit.

The simple festiviîty, combinat wiîb religions services, wîîb)
wbieb tbis day was first celhbraiet by tbm primitive citristians,
was soucn excisanget, in (ibm genri al corruption ut miannens that
etîsueti, ton boisterous rcveiry, ati gor-geon3sauperstitions anti
pageants. The Roman Sains enlýia, calet Déecemnber Libeniies,
were lieidtiheb close oft tb -eair, andi wben Chniaiienity andi
Psgeuuiisnnciasieti in close confluet witb ach uthar %witb forces
almnoit equally balancedthebmCiengy alnve lu gain tbe asýcentian-
cy by converîing ihosa superstitions ibey counit ceradîcate,
into nuxilîaricetu their cause. Thus unhappily diairegarting
ibm means, anti lookinig only tu Ibm end, îhey engrattet lite licen-
ions rites out puYlteisnt upon Ibm custonus outhIbmcburcb, anti

sulliet fici puriy ufthib Christian worsbip by an introduction ut
grotesquje mummneries aînt profaneatamnSa<uuents, Very evatiani
vestiges of wluich are sitilIltu ha met wiuh in ail Roman Catholie
counînries. At the seasun ut Christmas tbm churches wenm con-
vertet iruto teatres, anti dnamatic represenitations ut Scriptuna
îisiory callati Mysteries, we enacleti by tbm pi icats andti Ieir
pupila Even wluen the revival o! the lon-burieti Trub bhat
baniishti moat t th ie Popisb innovations anti superstit1 ions,"':rem.-
narus ot fibm oit lime" linge-rednthe Imamnnet's anti amusements
ufthib pele.!c Relig-ions pînys, anti cosîly mau%,qutes on a scale
ut magnufcence aimnoat increctubie, wene stlil enactet befuna ibm
cou. t at Cliris!mnc, anti woulti probabîy bava tout <hin rgrounti
mnuch lonqger, bat nut ibm stormy limes uftheb first Charles uver-
sîuaduwedthibmlent wils glount, anti, annit stnite, confiscation anti
bluni,beti, left litle space for Ibmerispiay ut pageanînima, andthie
obser va nce ut ancient customs.

A vioàletut reaciion tItan îook place, andthib retormation, or na-
thar the itudiseiinata subversion, <liai fuiiuwed tbm ouîbreaa
ut civil war, was consieret i ucuniplete, until tIbm axe ut change
bati been lid lu ibe rouI of thbm most insignificant anti barmiesa
customt, as weil as utfî(limai vital principle ufthIb Constitution.
Mince-pies, ihen mate long in Ibm shape, anti in imitationi (su
says the learneti Seltien) ut [iec raîch, or cratile, in wbicb Ibm
new-born Saviuur was lait, wera proniounicet abominations nul
tu ba lolaraîtid, anti Christmas, wiit ail ils lima bunjouret fcativi.
ties, wiîh ail i:s entieaning intercutanges ut Cluistits feluwsbjip,
andtilus temportury torgaîfnlieuas o! earîhly distinctions in one pro-
niiscuons a ene ut bappineas, waa rtobbetiofut is bonoura Uy <lhe
glooîny Pur-iîans. loithelir siern anti morose bosunts ltae Poc'.
nuoble saymng Chti, wbaî is grey wiîb mga becomes relig-ion,"
f outi n n sponsive ecito, anti Englandi, once inenry Englant,
ennîaneipaiti fnom ibm "E-,yptiani bonctiage ut Hulytiays," waa
merry nu mura.

In Ibe year 1644, Churistmas Day happening tio fal un tîbmdny
a ppoinîat hby Parliamient for Ibm monîblly fast, il was resolved,4
atiarsornna discutssion by thua conmmuns, fliat lise festival aboti1
ha mierget in Ibm fast, Calamny, lte eninant nonconfommfisî di-
vine, who, aumne years betore, bat leftibis sick bat un Ibis sulen
mn iversury, anti teciaret i fonithibmpulpit "Ibfltha tongisîit-
self bount in conscience Cu preacb ltai day, lebt f<ha alunes outfim
street shouit cny ounI ansi him,"-now launcheti out bibmoth
severest censureao utheIbsuparalit ion anti prottuneneass" outhiis
day, whicbha eaffirmnd îu ha au rooteti intu il, Ibal Ibara wosnu
way lu refont it, but by dealing wiit il as Heýzekia i it with1
tae brazen serpent. A curions Parliiment.sny tibale, wbicit1

took place about titis lima, bas been preservet by Burton, a Puri9
tan chronicier, anti intruduces us itetaver>, presenca ut Chart
navolubiîonar>, asaembiy, witicb, as wcll as uts Frencht ucceasor I
anti imilator ut 1789, titougli tarling front ver>, tifrent prinici-t
pies, souglut bu teîsmorpituse lte murai anti social framawerk of
ltae nation, by *Iayit)g irraveneni banda" upon ihuse cheniaiet
herediîary customts which tint edtcunaccralet, anti inîcnwuven
into h Ibm"pauýpla' s pions nursery fat.» Tita tibale ilabut short,
anti 1 wili thanefora inirotuca i:-" Colonel Maltàew ebiservet
1 The HIouae i. Ibmn, Mncb, I baliave, uccasioned bb>,tha observa. I
tion of Ibis day. 1 have a shtort bihllu prevenl th. superstitionj

But ihe ýeatrît England was atili sotidanld loyal ait the cura,Janti the national chentuineas, tummeti antido ile s il wals
by civil bloodihed, rose nip in resistince [0 titis Plinitaîsii inva-
sion ut the gouti olti uoualtu. Somep of the Es-tibliabeti clergy
reati the Liturgy, anti prayeti publicly for libe bishoups, anti aven
miz 4y Pr-cubijeriae minisiers prýac1e1. 'ri-e sbops were g.-
nerally shut, whille mnany tratiesmen wbo kept ttheirs upen, were
abusetd by îLie populace. IVhcn an attemnpt was mande lu enfuît.
obetience lu the ubnGcxious urdinatuce, rnota anti insurrections Oc-
currati in several platces. "ilAi Canterbury, the Mayor, endeu-
voni rig Io keep tIle peace bat ils beati brukçen, anti was dr-aggad
about the streels ; the mob bruke int divers bouses of thea mosi
religions in the lown, bro'ke Iheir Windows, cabuset i tir pensons,
anti tbrew their good tis mb bc streets? becautie îbey expoused
therie lu sale on Chi istmas Day."

Atter the murder ut the King bat cast ils darkiness ove thie
wbuole land, Ithe ansîcre gcrnins ou tidepentdcncy ai asl succeeded
in tnippiin-; Fthler Christmas of bis lgîm>eanti long-worn
bonours. The eblurche,,s were closeti by public auiltoriy, andt
the atcaîjtast sons out1tiEsalibenwho ciong ici ber tho
more ifcinuîl)b ber atversi-iy, perfonîtuet ilu ie vutioti
u-ft <at. blessei da .ý - :irý; fauruîly et bn1e," []thecLen
tpenalties on obc utr thof(le public eflk:s ut Ible chnrcb,7

Unidetienrti, howeýver, by Cronîweiî's of 1 t 635, Episcop.
liens were stili toutid wio gaitherti togethlet on Clinisimas Day,
anti Evelyn, that motl ut a Chiristien genltlccman, bas ltft on
record, a iiveIy* Veccount ut a acene ltai urcunreti none ucofti<boa

occasons :'5ih Decemiber, 1657. I wenîtîo Louion wiîi my
wie u cleblate Chnîsýn1as-day, NMc. Guninitng preaclmng in

Exetur Chapel, on) Micah 7, v. 2. Sermocn entiedti s Lha*
gDIiig us the I-joly Sacramentf,Itle cisapel was surnouii with
soltuers, ant iaIlle communicants anti assemrbly an' piiset andi
kept pnisoners by <hiem, somne in Illeebouse, oUhets caririetiaway.
Il fv11 to miy share lu bc conifincti îu a roont in Iltebouse, wb lete
ycî 1 was lperm)ittet ludine wl(, itlî th mster ut il, the Countles.
ut Do)rset, L idy Hiaîton, anti somec others ut qui, lity wluýo iniviieti
me. In the aternoon camne Colieil Whalcy, e~thcit othera
fromi Whiîeball lu examine us une by on ; sofine they contnili-
ted tu tbe Marshtall, sonue luprison. Wheic 1came ubetone ithent,
tbey took ii)y nama anti abute, examiiineti me why, contrary lu
anr urdinance matie thalt nonle si:onît any longer observ-e hola.
penstitions lima ufthIe Nativily (su esteemiu by <hm, Idurai
offeti, anti particulaiy bu ni commua!n prayels, wich th(iey bld
ile was but the AMass in English, anti parîiculariy pray tor
Charles Stewart, for wbiclu we bat nu Scripture. 1 toidthîemn
we dut nult pray for Charles Stewart, but for ail Chrisiening.,
Princes, anti Governors, Tbey replieti, in au doirig we praycd
tor the King ut Spain tou, vli was their enemiy anti a paipisi,
with other fnivolous ani ensnrirng questions ant imuci thIreaten.
ing ; anti finding nu coloun to datai> me, iîhcy tismrisseti me wiih
mnttcb piîy out my ignorance. These wcre mnrutf bigb fltght
ani aboya ordinances, anti spake spilaful îbing-ýs of!ur Lori'&
Nativity. As we wcnt fil)tu receive <bu Sacratuent tbe misce.
anis blti their muakets aginaiit us as if ibcy %would have 31luot us
ai the allar, but yeî snffeiin- us tolinish t(le oflice ut communion,
as perbaps nul biaving inistructions wbaî Iotdo in case they fouti
us in that action, Su I igot hume alae b next day, bLeaseý1ta 
G ot. "

At the Restoration, oIt Fatier Chîtisî,ma,-so long proscni-'
bcdl as a R)yalisiti în anî,as einistatet if) ail bis
hunours, ant i ias neyer since been exiieti fioinsluis fatvonniie sie.
1 ani atraiti that tluring the prufli.,uile reign ut Chau les 1il. lbe
day wals equaliy tislioniuuned ait court vwiîb cvery othen in iba
caietutar, atid was only l)nc-cminent over oîhier festivals by being
disgraceti wiîbi a greater tiegree "ut incxpt esaible iuxury, pro.~
fainenesa, gaiming, antd Il itssoloten)ess, eutý total forgetftuieu
o! Goti." Turne, bucwevter, ant i te greater puliîy ut public mu-.
raa baa crrecîctiiis evii liubou ail classes otsocity; and
excessas, incidentai 1t ibmgenci ral aners ut a by.gonc ae, ra-
llier than lu the celebraîiun outhibrFestivail usait, no loniger mur
the decernl iriîhof utur wiuier holytiays ; wliiie the grava and
sombre livcry îbaî Chiristunas weanas in ihase ur uwn days, sa
utililarian anti a u teical, woulid scareely offlT, Ilibe severa
cye ofteven Calamiy hinisaîf. Washingîton Irving, a son oftheit
niew wvorld, but witose genlins neyer shonie %wiîb its full lustre
unuil kindleti by l'tse îradutioniary customa uorgoLtn.beaiet an*
tîqnity,"....cevent he, \_-itb a feel;ig rarely four.t in a phlegmati
American, bas aigteti uver 1'Ibhebavuectitat mutenri t r en
bas mate among <haeitearty oit bulytay custoros," anti witls a
swcet anti chasteneti humour, a pathos, an clegance, andi a
kindly warmibh, îhat Addtison or Goldsmiith alune cani equal, 1las
tucheti atminingly upon ibem muai benulitul puints outhe sterling
old-ftaabiotnd Englishi character, wben aeni by Ilue liglil of

iiw


