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S THE WORM’S DIEATH SONG, . -
O, let me nlone—I’ve a work to, be done
3 *That can brook not a moment’s delay §
“While yet I breathe, T nuwst spin and weave,
~And muy rest not, night or day. "

Foord nind sleep T will never know, -
Till my blessed work boe done § :
Then my rest shall be stwweet in the winding-shoct
“Fhat sround me I have epon, Lo

1 have beet n base and & grovelling thing,
And the dust of the earth my home§ -
Put now 1 ketow that the end of my wos
* " And the day of my bliss has come,

In the shroud T make, this ereeping frame
Shall peacefuily die mvuf{ :

Dut its death shall be new {fu to may.
In the midst of ils perishing clay.

1 shofl wake § T shall wake ! a glorious form
Of brighiness and beauty ta wear §

1 shial] Lossst gyont the gloom of my opening tomb,
Aud breathe i; tlie bulmy airf

T shall spread my nev’ wings to the fanning nlr §
Om the summer's bresth Ul live 5

I bathe me where, in the «aWVy 8l

' ] * The flowers Leir sweetness JVe

J will not 1ouch the dusty earth—s
Ul spring to the brightening sky y
And, free as the breeze, wherever I plansd
On joyous wing 'l fiy.

And wherever I go, timid mortals may know
That they fromn the tomb ehall rise;

T'o the demi shialt be given, by signul from Heaven,
A new life and new home from the skiea, "y

*Then let theny, Jike me, make ready their shrouds,
Nor shrink from the mortal strifes
And, like me, they ehall sing, us to Ieaven they

spring,

4 Death is not the end of life i i
, : + Franels 8. Rey.
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TIE HELD OF DIVINE TEACHING,
: IN THE CHRISTIAN MIKISTRV.
, This is what is cspecially needed in every part;
’ for our personal conversion, for our call to the office,
. fot our }ulﬁlling it, and for our success in it.  We
can do nothing, from fist to last, without Christ
and his all-sufficient grace. Ve shall be misled on
every side without our Heavealy Teacher.
And blessed be God, nothing can be more sure

" {han that this help will be afforded to us, on our

t pecking it.. - Our Sagviour: has expressly promised

I will pray the Father and he shall give you another

" Qamforter that he may abide with you for ecer, even

: the Spirit of Truth—Ie will guide younlo all truth:

»He supplies 50 the -absence of Christ(John xvi. 7y)
* that when our Lord gave his last .commission ta- his
- “Apostles he assured them Lo, T am with you elway,
1 the end of the world. We Jabour not then 'alone.
“In ourselves we are altogether weak and insuficient,
Which of s does not fee} ithe Apostie’s  words Arue
“of himself, We arenot Sufficient.of ourselves to (hink
any thing a1 'of -diirselvessand which®df: us. may not
add Our sufficiency is of God— 1 can do-all things
through: Christ schich: ‘strerigthenelh imeri'To this
Divine-Teacher leluy constanily: apply.: " May-we
ur up eachiotbier la seek: his grace and - constantly
Lo to'ge forth.in higstrengthu oo Pl e
Lo Permit methen, as now an clder brother in'the
ministry; (o speak very distinetly, en the vest impor-
“tance of praying.without ceasing. - ORI
However diligent and active, however tegular
and persevering in our ordinary ministerial work,
have we nol, I speak what I feel, tomourn over the
failure of plans of good, and the scantiness of success
whero there is nol complete feilure, and the out-
breakings of evil amongour flock,ané our disappoint~
ment. in those of whom once we hoped well, and
may it not be in part at least occasioned by want of
more diligence and constancy in the most important
of ull means o be used by us for allaining - success.
"The chief work is'not ours but God’s and he makes
{his more and more clear tous. We ara merely in-
. struments in his hands.. Are we not depending too
much on‘our part of the work, and ‘{hence seeking
too negligently the only giver of Lhe increase.
With  real fecling’ of .personal deficiency 1 ask,
might we not hope that if we were more instant in
prayer, gave more - lime, morning, noon, and night
fo communion with our God, we should speedily see
8 fuller suceess crown our labours, and' many more
spiritual children would rise up at the last to call us
blessed T < o L
If prayer for our Parish ba neglected § if prayer
for onrseives be cold and fosmal, out wanl of spirit-
uallife is elear, and we cannot cxycctv to impart to
olhers what we do not possess ourselves.  If prac-
tically our private prayers be with us an inferior
- part of our duties, and ‘are’ {hrongh the pressure of
other things hurried over in negligence, and lo quiel
merely an  uneasy conscience, we.cannot be ‘suc-
cessful in the ministry, . God must be honoured and
exalted in the innermost man. :°As we pray in' the
Holy Ghost we prosper in'all ont spiritual labours.
The neglect of et always -labouring ferveitly in
4 prayer which (he- Apostle” commends “in Epaphras,
: ~‘enables the enemy fo sow’ the vseeds of division,
slrifes, heresies, qucstions about words, the infidelity
of Néology nnd the revived danger of the byegone
superstilion of Popéry,’ " It is much casier to have
gome chéap wiy of being religious by mere outside
forms - or-theories;, or- by buring zeal :for partial
trtuths, “while - men  remain \‘vorlglymind_cd, proud,
scli-righteons; selfish, and carthlyythan to. atruggle
with inward corruplion, walk in the :Spirity rise to
daily and’ hourly communion” withthe:’great God,
and aim to:live uplo'the:high and ‘holy;ymeek, ten-
derjand lovingstandard of * Christ’s’ example, and
~yet in-every thing renounce all righteousness. of
~ yotir own. and ‘glory only it Him.r uomo i o5
+See how through St. Pauls Epistles, on this part'of
B oursubjéct, two things ‘are prominent; his prayers
o for his people and his eamest request for their pray-
“hm ST gis o himself, - Again ind ngain he askstheir pray=
“ers’y ‘Ephes, vi. 19, Coly ive 3.1 Thess: v, 25/ 2
" Thess.. it 1,54 To-every Epistle he pours oul pray~
" ers for<them. " Let--us ‘abound -more then in- these
" two parls: of ‘n- successful . minigtry ; prayers for our
“people and askingiheir prayers for'ourselves, <8t
“Paul’s ‘most carnent “exhortation to Timothy was on
- this duty:: T exhort, thercforc, thaf first of ally sup-
© plications, prayers,  intercéssions und . giving of

1 tiles,

thanks be made for all men.* May we then, my bre-
thren, practice and press this duty. ** May the spirit

‘granted to us,’ and it will bring showers of blessing
on our familics; onrparishes,’ our Church, our coun-
try, and the world.—From the Rev. Edward Bicker-
steth’s Visitation Sermon on 2 T iiis 14,15,

ORNAMENTS  FOR THE TRUE CHURCH
-~ OF GODh.
From the Homily against Peril of Idolalry.

The true church of God, as a chaste matron, es-
poused, as the Seriplure teacheth, to one hushand,
our Saviour Jesus Christ ; whom alone she is con-
tent only to please and serve, and looketh not o
delight the cyes or {anlasies of any other strange
lovers or woocrs ; is content with her nalural orna-
ments ; not doubling by such sincere simplicity
best to please him, who can well skill of the differ-
ence between a painted visage and true natural
beauty. . ‘

As concerning such glorious gilding and decking
of images, hoth God’s word wrilten in the fenth
chapter of the Prophet Jeremy,. and St. Hierom’s
Commentaries upon the same, ate most worlhy o be
noted. Firsty the words of the Scriptures be these :
The workman with his axe hewed the timber out of
the wood with the work of his hands ; he decked it
with.gold and silver ; he joined it with. pails and
pins, and the stroke of an hammer, thal it might
hald together.” They bhe made smaootl 25 the palm,
and they cannol speak ; if they be hane, they re-
move, for they cannol go.  Fear ye them not, for
they ean nciﬂ;or do evil nor pood.  Thus saith the
Prophet. Upon which text, St. Hicrom hath these
words ¢ ‘T'his is the deseription nf idols, which the
G ntiles worship @ their matleris vile and corrupli~
vle. And whereas the artificer is mortaly the things
he make th must needs be. corruptible : he decketh
it with silveer and gold, that with the glittering or
shining of bo.'h metals he may deceive the simple,
Which error in.'eed hath passed over from the Gen-

that we asi,onld judge religion to stand in
riches.  And by ana by after hie saith, They have
the beauly of metals, whd be beaulified by the artof
painting 3 but good or prcﬁt is there none in them.
And shortly after again, The Y. make greal promises,
and devise an image of vain worshipping of their
own fantasies 3 they make greaf hrags lo deceive
every simple body ; they dulland amaze the under-
standing of the unlearned, as it were _wglh‘ gqlden
sentences, and eloguence shining with {ue bright-
ness of silver.  And of their.own devisers and mak-
ers are these images advanced. and magnified § in
the which is no utility ner. profit at all,.and the
worshipping of the which properly pertaineth to the
Gentiles and Heathen, and such as know not, God.
* Thus far 81, Jerome’s -werds. - Whereupon. you
may note as well- his: judginent of ~images: them-
sclves, ns also.of (he painting, gilding, and decking
af ther : thalitig an error which’ came : from: the
Gentiles ;- that it persuadeth <religion. to - renrain=in’
riches ; that it amazeth and - deceiveth -the simple,
and unleatned i with golden:sentences, and silver
shining eloquence 3 and that'it appertainéth proper-
Iy to'the Gentiles and Heathens, and.- such as know

crroncous ; ‘educing, and bringing into’ error, spe-
cially the simple and-unleained ; heatbenish, and
void of the knowledge of God, [ e TR

BRTHLEUEM, AS [TISNOW.

" Wae reached Bethlehem al ten minules before
noon, in just two hours fiom Jernsalem. . Asive
enfered the gale, we were mel by a procession or
party of armed Bedawin on horseback, passing
{hrough the town apparently towards Jerusalem,
Some had fire-arms, and the rest swords or long
spears. . They seemed much disposed to e on good
terms with us ; saluted us codrteously ; and some of
them in passing reached out their right hand. We
hardly knew what to make of all this ; and our
Sheikh was too much of ‘a diplomatist toinform usat
the time § but we afterwards found that they belong-
ed to a larger party of the Tiylihah Jehdlin, who
were on their way to cross the Jordan; en a maraud-
ing cxpedition against heir enemies, under (he
sanction of Sheikh Sa’id governor of Gaza. The
-result we Tearned at alater period from the Jehdlin.
+ \We procceded directly through the town, and
stopped for ffteen minutes on the level part of the
ridge between it and the convenl. The lalter is

some thirly or forty rods distant from the' village
towards the East, 21:4 overlooks the deep valley on
the North. 1L is oceupicd by the Greeks,” Latins,
and Armenians j and encloses the church “built by
Helenia “over the ‘alleged cave of the: Nativily.
The monks had now shut themselves up in quaran-
tine on” account of ‘the plague ; so that, we did
not enfer: the convent,  We were expecting at the
time to vizit Bethlebem again, and examine it more
at leisure 3 but this hope wasafterwards frustrated ;

and 1 am therefore able to add little to the stock of

information already known. P T

| No one. has ever doubted, I believe, that the

p’rescnl Beit Lalun, ¢ House of Flesh,? of the Arabs,
is identical with the ancient Bethlehem, ¢ House of
Bread,’ of the Jews 5 and it is therefore not, neces-
sary here lo dwell npon the proofs. . Not'only does
the nawe coincide ; but the presént distance of two
hours from Jerusalem  corresponds ' very exactly to
the “six . Roman ~iles  of . antiquity, Tradition
toreover has never lost sight of Belhlchem 5 andin
almost .cvery ‘century since the {imes of the New
Testament, .it. hes been visited and ‘mentioned by
writers and travellers, . Melena uill liera'a church
which ‘appears to.have been the same fhat slill
exists. . Jerome afterwards look up his residence in
the convent, which early sprongup arowid it; and
the Roman matron Punla came and grected other

‘| convents, and spent here the remainder of her days.

‘As 1o the ‘value of the cdrly tradition which fixes the
Airth-place of the. Saviour in.a cdvern at some
distanca from the village, I'have nlready expressed
a judgment. ‘Althougl'”in this respect’ L felt o
desire "o visit the spot} yet ‘it "ivould have been
gralifying’to’ have ‘scen . it, as the plice where Jer-
ome lived and prepared his version of “the Bible dnd
50 many olhier works.. His cell or cavs is still pro-
fessedly shown,,. g 00 o e e
4:.The crusaders,-.on their appronch. fo-Jerusalem,
first took: possession .ol Bethlehem, at-the entreaty of

its' Chrigtian- inhabitants, " In A, D. 1110, King

af grace. and ‘supplication: be largely, very largely.

not God.~ \Wherefore the Laving, painting,  gilding, ,
and decking of images by St. Jerome’s judgment s} ot 1o ndons movement
' ments in the way?) beforé .the horses."The Censul

Baldwin 1. erccted it'into an episcopal see, a dig-
nity ‘it had never beforeenjoyed 3 but'although
this was confirmed by pope Pascal If; and (he title
long ratained in the Romjsh church, yet the actual
possession of the see appears not 1o have been of
ong continiance, In A. D. 1244, Bethlehem like
Jerusilem was desolated by the wild - hordes of the
Kharismiang, i oo ne

i The. present- inhabitants of Betblchem are all
Christians ;3 and are rated at eight hondred taxable

.| men, indicating a population of more than three

thousand souls; . There was formerly a Muhamme-
dan ‘quarter:; but, after. the rebellion in 1834, this
was destroyed by order of Ibrahim Pacha., The
town has gates atthe entrance of some of the streets
the houses are golidly built, though not large. The
many olive and fir-orchards and vineyards round
about, are marks of industry and (hrift; and the
adjacent fields; though stony and rough, produce
nevertheless good crops of grain,  Here indeed was
the scene of the beautiful narralive of Rath, glean-
ingin the ficlds of Boaz after his reapers; and it
required no great stretch- of imagination to call up
again those (ransactions before oureyes. The pre-
sent inhabitants, besides their agriculture, employ
themséives in carving beads, erucifixes, models of
the Ioly Sepulzhre, and other similar articles, in
olive-wood, the fruitof the Ddrm-palm, mother of
peatl, and the like, in the same manner as the Chris-
tians of Jerusalem. Tundeed the neatest and most
skilfully wrought specimens of all these little ar-
licles, come from Bethlehem,

The Bethlehemites are avosiless race, prone to
{wmult and rebellion, and formerly living in frequent
strife with their neighbours of Jerusalem and [Je-
bron. Inthe rebellion of 1834 they naturaliy took
an aclive part ; and the vengeance of the Kgyptian
government fell heavily upon them. The Muslim
quarter was laid in ruing 3 and all the inhabitants,
like. thase of other towns and villages, disarmed.
The manner in which this disarming of the popula-
lion 13 ecarried into effect, is highly ustrative of the
characler of despolism. A town or village is re-
quired to surrender, not what arms they may actual-
ly have; for this would hardly be eflectual,and
many might be concealed ; but arequisition is made
upon them,and rigidly enforced, to deliver upa
certain amount of inuskets and other weapons, whe-
ther they havethem in possession ornot. The con-
sequence is, that the people of a place are often
compelled to search out and purchase arms else-
where at an enormous price, in order thus {o deliver
themup 3 or if unable to do this, they are thiown
info prison, and sometimes ‘marched off ag conscripts.
In cither case the, iptentions of the government are
answered, 0o L S -

: When {his process was going ‘on el Bethizhem
after tlie rebellion, an inleresling circitmstance took
place, which serves to'itlustrate an'ancient custom.
At that ime, when  some of {he inbabitants were
already -imprisoned, ‘and ‘all ~were in deep distress,
Mr. Farran, then English Consul'at ‘Damascus, was
an-a- visit fo Jerasalem; and; had rode out with M
Nicolayson {o Solomon’s i Pools. ! On’. 1heir returny
‘as they rose (he ascen! to enter-Bethlehém, hundreds
of tlie peopley:male ‘and femzle, net them), implérin
the | Consul.to inLIcrfc in. their. behall, and efor
is; protection “alliat once, ' '

ihem i

¢ sptead. their gar-

was aflected untotcars j but:had of contse no power
{o interfore. . This anecdote was related to me by
Mr. Nicalayson; who however had never seen or
heard of anything clsa “of the kind, during his resi-
dence in Palestine, . -1 . S o

Bethlehem is celebrated in the Old Testament as
the birthplace and city of David ; and in the New,
as that of David’s_greater Son, the Christy the Sa-
viour of the world. ~ What a mighty influence for
good has gone forth from this little spot upon the hu-
man race, both for time and foreternity ! [t is im-
possible to approach the place, without a feeling of
deep cmotion, springing out of these high and holy
associations.  The legends and puerilities of monas-
tic tradition may safely be divregarded ; it is enough
{o know that this js Bethlehem, where Jesus the
Redeemer was born. Generation  after generation
has indeed since that {ime passed away, and their
places now know them no more. For cighteen
hundred seasons the earth has now renewed her car-
pet of verdure, and seen it ‘again decay. Yet the
skies and the fields, the rocks and the hills, and the
vallies around, remain unchaoged ; and are still the
same, as when the glory ‘of the Lord shone about
the shepherds, and the song of a multitnde of the
heavenly host resounded among the hills, proclaim-
ing ¢ Glory -to God in the highest, and on carth
peace, good-will toward men.~-Dr. Robinson’s Re-
searches in Palestine. ‘

The following is the judgement abore referred oy on
the value of the tradition respecling the Saviour’s
birth in a cave,

- The Cave of the Nativily, so called, at Bethlehem,
has been pointed out as the place where Jesus was
born, by a tradition which reaches back at least to
the' middle: ofithe second century. - At that time
Justin . Martyr speaks : distinctly. of the Saviour’s
birth, as having occurred in a grotto ncar Bethlehem,
In the third.century, Origen adduces - it as a matter
of public notoriety, so that even the heathen regard-
ed it as the: birthplace of “him: whom the Christians
‘adored. . Eusebius also mentions.it several years be-
fore “the journey of Helena § and - the Jatter conse-
‘crated the spot. hy. erecting:over it a church: - In
this instance, ‘indeed; -the language of Scriptureis
less decisive than in' respeet’ toithe place of the as-
cension ; and tho evangelist simply relates that the
Virgin- ¢ brought  forth her first-born son,and laid
Jimin:a manger ;- because :there ; was ,no voom for
them in the inn?? | Dut the circumstance of the Sa-,
viour’s: being.botn in’ » ¢ave ;waild certainly have
not- beenless remarkable, than his having been Jaid
in a-manger; and:it.is uatural- to suppose that the
‘sacred writer would not have passe«rit over in si-
lences: The' grotto-morebverd was-and ia”at some
distance (rom the town'; andalthough there may he
still-‘occasional! instances :in Juden, where a cavern
is octupiedins:a stable,.yol this is not now and never
‘was thensunl-practicey espeoinlly in.towns:and theis
environs, «/Tuking - into. aocounteall’ these circum-
stances,=~and:.also. the early’: and general tendency
o inventiand:propagate legends.of a:similar charac-

L:ler,“nqdﬁm::'prcvailin‘g custom.of; representing the

L such probably.the bed was.: A dhooli‘is' like a very.

grottoes,—it would seem hardly consistent with a
love of simple historic _truth, to attach to'this tradi-
tion any much higher degree of eredit, than we have
shown to helong to the parallel tradition respecting
the placo of our Lord’s ascension. S

: THE CITY OF BENARES.

Denares is one of the, largest towns of India  and
was ceded to the English in the year 1775, Itis
situated on the left banks of the Ganges, 421 miles
north-west of Caleutta. Tts name i3 probadly de-
rived from the two rivers between which it is built 3
the Barna to the north, and the Assi to the
south : hence, DBarna' Assi—Benares, The Ilin-
doo name for,t i3 Mashi, ¢ the splendid,”
where Shiva is'said to have reigned. [ have heard
the people assert that it was built of gold and silver
and precious stones ; but that, as we are now liv-
ing “in the Kalijeog, or iron age, the buildings ap-
pear to us as if constructed of bricks and mortaror
mud. P
According to the Hindoo map, the city is in the
centre of the earth, all otlier countries of the world
lying around it; and itis believed by some 1o be
§0,000 steps nearer to heaven than any other part
of the world, Ten miles round Befares is said lo
be boly ground ; and therefore “fvhoever dies in
Benares, or within the Paach Kasiy i, eo;within ten
miles of the city, is sure of going to heavenalithongh
he may have heen the greatest sinner inthe world.
1 have been told that even Luropeans, though they
eat beof—whirl the Hindoos suppose ta be the great-
est sin if they die at Benares, will be received into
heaven,  As I was reading one day with my Pun-
dity he told ‘me a falsehoed. T charged him' with
the sin of lying. ¢ Why, of what consequence is
it 17was his. reply.: ¢ do I not live in Benares 7%

Thecity being considered so sacred, many rich
persons come there to die. A very great numberof
pilgrims also resort thither annually ; and many
Rajouhs and Native Chiefs have their regular
Delegates in DBenares, to perform for them the
requisite ponjehs or prayers and zblutions, and to
bring {he necessary offerings. ‘
. The streels of Benares are very narrow ; some of
them teo narrow to admit of any convenience to
pass through them. The whole length of the city
may be about four miles, and the breadth of it about
two and = half. Some of the houses are large,
heing frem four to five stories in. height.  The
larger buildings have all flat roofs : those in the old
choult, or market-place, have staircases on the out-
side, Jeading wp o the roof.  In the middle of the
house is a court-yard, which is sometines covered
in ‘with. atiled roof.  In such a court-yard, I believe
it was that Christ taught ;° and if the houses were
constructed ‘like - some ‘of the large houses in.Ben-
ares,the people might ‘astend the roof of the house
from * without, 'and - with . very: little "trouble - or,
confusion Jet (he sick man down:on: his dhaolt, for

light bed,"with'a pole above:: " this pole is fastened:

The ‘roofs are surrounded by a parapet;‘and
- a.walking place, to; lake the air. In’ the

‘atoncey by a sort of §

e 'for : : ‘
chouk I have pi'cach‘c’d the: house-top.. -
rere are: several public:‘buildings “in-Benares..

by two: cross bamboos; and:carried soft men’s shoul- |

wise,gvhy do you beg of us 72 -1le had .just heen ' :
asking usfor a present. - . He tvent ‘away:smiling. =
I have visited this temple more than once, and: been
admitted into the most sacred place, and alsg argued. -
with the officiating priests abeut the vanity ang sin~
fulness of idolatry,”  We do ‘not, however, meet
with such .a kind reception in every temple: the .
priests of other temples now and then tell us to leave
the Yplace. , : : ‘ ST
‘Near the Bisheswar is agpgst sacredawell, In '
former years a splendid Hin%ple stood near it.
Its situation heing beautiful,’on@ of the Mahomelan
Emperors wished to ercct a mosque on that spot.
Pari of the temple was therefore ‘broken down, and
upon the remaining parl a mosque was built. - The
part which is slill standing shows ils ancient splen-
dour, . When the Mahometans destroyed the tem-
ple, the god of it, the Ilindoos say, look a tremen~.
dous Jeap, and buried himself in the adjecent well.
The people sought for him, and wished to take him,
out ; but their efforts were in vain, for not a vestige
of him could be found.  The water ot this well has,,
however, become most hioly, and every pilgrim’
c?x_niug to Benares endeavoura to obtain a few drops
of if. S B
‘Thereia alo anofher renowned woll, in' Benares.
Ttis a mineral wellZ -Uts walers probably contain
suiphur,  ©went there one day to ascertain its na-
ture 3 but the scene which I saw was so disgusling,
and the waler so filthy, (hat I relinquished my in-
tention. [ asked a Brahmin, who acepmpanied me,”
how Jeng the well had been knownl  He replied,
¢« If was formed some hundred thousand years ago.?’
¢ Formed 977 I asked, ¢ how s0 7 ¢ Yes,” he re-
plied, ¢¢ Mahadeo, or the great god, when he reigned
at Kashi, used frequently lo take a walk with Indre,
the king of the gods.  Indre, however, never went
out without having his physician with him, who~
always had {o carry a Jarge ‘medicine-chest on his’
back. One morning it happened that Mahadeo had
taken, as usual, a glass too much. On passing the
well, he lost his balance, staggered, fell, and,in his
fall, he knocked the physician, head foremost into.
the well. The aoor physician was groaning in the
well. By the exertions of the people he was drawn
out: but, alas! his medicine. chest was destroyed,
the glasses all broken, and the medicine spilt.. The
fragments of the broken chest and glasses wera re-
covered: but the .medicine had mixed “itself with '
the water, Since then the waler has retained the
propetties of Indre’s medicine ; and this s the origin
of the mineral well.”? T
The finest view of Benares is oblained from the
opposite side of the Ganges.  Along this river,from "~
one cnd of . Benares to- the. other, are  nuinerous -
ghauts. -Many riebly carved ‘temples: ornament: - .
(hesn’ and. the . cily  atlarge. " The number of idols,
cannot_be dscerlained. I asked a Brahminone day,
how'maay ~idols he supposed.there'were in“Benares 7
He teplied, ¢:Icannot say; bul sure I-am that there
are more. idols in Benares-tha' meny?
. On the weslern side of Benares there we
a'kind of jungle, With- larga tanks'and 1
¥ .t It was a chief résqtt?or thieves r]
highway:robbers. “i Every crime was praclised ere
Towerds . evening no. man. ventured . to {ravel alone.
that way, . farifear’ ol being' robbe 1 ‘

¢’ most, conspicons is’ 2 mosquiewith minarets’
or-"high "fowers; i It wwas " built" by the - Emperor.
Auringzebe  about’ tvo ' hundred years ago, who
destroyed a’ Hindoo temple to make:room forit. ~ 1t
is near the Ganges, and affords an extensivo view of
the city and . of the’ surrounding - country. ~ Not
very far from it isan observatory, buill of stone by
the Hindoos, but not mnow in use. :

The temples of Benares arc numerots ; and somo
are very handsome, and even splendid, The chief
is that of Disheshwar. Tt is one of the largest
temples in India, and is considered by ihe peopla as
standing on- the “most sacred spot in the world ; the
spot where, some hundred thousand millions of
years ago, Shiva had his throne.” The temple
stands in the centre of alarge court.  This court is
surrounded by a high wall, which is coverad in like
a verandah and divided into cells, eech of which
contains an idol. Inthe centre of the court stands
the principal building, elegantly carved and riehly
painted. In thiz temple the chief idol stands. . Itis
the Linga. Above it is suspended a large bell, and
{o the right is a small room, called the holy place.

. The manner in which the poojah or worship of
this and every other idol is performed is as follows:
—The person who intends to worship must first
bathe in the Ganges, from which he takes soma
holy water in a smeilbrass vessel. Ho then pur-
chases the necessary offering, which consists either
of flowers, rice, cloth, or money. - The Brahmins
tell us that money is the most acceptable offering
to the god. {laving procuied the offering, the peo-
ple proceed to the femple.  On entering the court

temple once or twice, or perhiaps * three tlimes.
Wiale they do so, they muiter their prayers and
incantalions, ‘Their prayers being in the Sanscrit
tongue, the people generally do not understand what
they say. DBut conld we read the language of theis
hearts, it would be such as-— Give me riches
give. me children; destroy, my. enemies ;. let me
have my heart’s desire ; let. me enjoy . this or that
without being discovered.”*  You svould find not
a word about grace, not a word about forgiveness,
holiness or heavenly mindedness.” How can they
pray for these things, when they have no ideaof
them?  The prayer being cnded, they advance
towards the ido}, ascend their- sleps, present their
offering and ‘pour the Ganges waler upon the
idol and upan the offering. - At this ‘moment the
officiating “priest - strikes: the bell and the poojah is
aver. .- Tha poor - worshipper then departs,: and he-
lieves that his prayer is beard. . I experience con-
vinces him of the contrary, he then supposes that
fie' must have made some mistake in (he ceremonics,
and perhapsrenews his pogjah. 0 R
© ‘L'his temple iy’ visited by every. pilgrim- that
comes lo Benares. - One., day, when 1 was visiling
it with n small party of friends, one of the officiating
priests” said to me, “Behold our god! hotv great!
In your Churches:you-have only a few:worshippars ;
buf here, thousands; yea,. tens of thousands adore ;
¢consequently our god is greater than yows.”” 1 re-
plied, ¢ Your god hias undoubledly more wotshippers
in-Benares than ours, who  is the true "God j.yet it
appears to me that yours must be very poor - other-

:évents of gospel-history as having taken place in
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they bow towards the idol, and then walk round the { ¥

Many a poor {raveller met with’an” unf
thig’place. It was a'place!of terror to' the™ people:
a moral wilderness; where. Satan, who. has his throne
at Benares, and his most zealous agents, went {o'and .
fro. - But what, is -that place now 2. On thisvery = .10 o
spot the premises of the Church’ Missionary Society '/
stand. ~ From this place the very citadel of Satanis -
atiacked by the two-edged sword, and his throno
begins to shake, Trom this place the Gospel of
peace is propagated. - In the midst of this wilderness
of Satan, a garden of our God, a Church, is being
planted, and streams of healing water, flowing from
our Almighty Saviour, promise {o convert this awful
desert into afruitful ficld. Peace reigns there.— -
‘The bread of life is freely offered to the hungry tra-
veller, and the water of life, drawn [rom ¢¢ (he wells
 of satvalion,” is presenled to the weary and fainting .
Bilgrim. The. Lord’s-day is kept, not only by us,
ut by many converted Hindoos. . Where formerly
the curses of the wicked, the shrieks of the murder-
ed, and the blood of the dying, ascended to'the
throne of judgment, to. call, like Abel's blood, for .
vengeance § there, now,the plaintive, bumble voica:
of supplication and intercession, pleading for sinners,
interceding for enemies,mingled with songs of praise, '
ascends to the throne of grace. - N R
in Benares is generally -

The number of inhabitants
supposed to be about 500,000, Of these thera'are;
between 70,000 and 80,000 Mahometans: the rest’
are Hindoos, Among Ihe 'Hindoos 'are. upwards
of 30,000 Brakming : Benares is therefore. called
the Brahminical or holy city. It is the chief scal of
 Brahminical learning—the Athens of Iadia—where .

oung men from all paris of India come tastudy,
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THE PRIESTS IN SWITZERLAND. &= '

- As the great Powers have resolved 'lo take [nto
their consideralion the -circumstances of _the_ civil "
war, now happily at an end in this country, a faw .-
incidenls connecled with ‘it, which "have come an-" ;.
der .my . knowledge, may perbaps be interesting lo.
yau, as serving . to iflustrate its réal chidractery and '/
the moral influences under which those who'fought"
on the sida of the Sonderbund “were induced to act,*
1 have already informed you, in a former letter, that*”
the priests in Lucerne had been actively engagedin’
denouncing from the pulpit- the . Federal cause, and -
assuring their ignorant . and* misguided " hearers tha
they .had nothing, to 'fear, ns  the Holy Virgin had
declared that sha would defend 'the city and para:
iyze the exertions of its” hesiogers, , This s strictly
traes and 'tho .announcement was’ accepted tothe
Tettor by. tha people to a mutch larges extent-than
you - would believe ‘jossi,b_loj, in-anenlighiened ago
like the.present. Yet ihe priests themselves wh
ware: forernagt in deceiving Lhe peopley
{p acknowledge lheir mistake, then
time of proof arrived. . The worthy:
{le village, of - Eliken, midway'b

o llie firs
ivas ;

{ gular to relate, however, when threa days after

‘previous 16 the'siege, lo}
) be, 1 ven i the

the enemy.  advancing to their: village
their arciving there! Heaven “would pou

Lucerne, on the. Sunday, pré) 6 thi
liis congregalion ot to be’ alarmed ' eve
should - see

for that on thel here. - woul
down it wrath upon them ‘and. destroy them, ::

Sin

the Federal troops wera ‘actually on. thei



