
LE BAZAR.ý

Québec, Montréal, Ottawa, ont Prouvé un11 foi cde Plus
que leus habitants n'ont pas dégénéré decs vertus dc leurs
ancêtres. Commue eux ils ariment ct chériset leur clergé,
leurs pasteurs ; comme eux ils ont une fui robuste et une

pieté incère ; commlie cux, gouvernants et gomu\rr es, hrom-
mes de lhautes cIasseS et des positions les plus humbles, ils
a'încinent sous l'autorité salutaie dc la sainte Eglise, se
flant à Elie pour les fMr arrivr à leurs cIestinées ;comme
eux enfin ils se proclamnent avec fierté les fis soumis clu
viaire cde Jésus-Christ le goiul'immortel Léon XIII.

SOMN'ITINC AB3OUTF CA'FIEDhl\LS

Smae be parcloned for dwelling a ie upon the subjcct
of C-itledals ini gencra at a time miecn this mlost Ca-
tomUc Cîty of Montreal, is strugglirg to give to the

QQ0 world, one of those monuments of faitîr, ,vhlich, niake

our i9tli century, the rival of the renoter iIicll eages, dic
Nqew \Vorld a cou nterpart of tire OlcI -\hen onie feels its
tue signiificanice," seys a mlodem 17rencli wrtr, a C'atie-
dral preserits tie nîos admitrable spectacle mliiclî is vouchl-
safed to the eye of man he beloxv. In it lIe fincîs the image
of a more augus t temple, the vestibule, as ut ivere, of thîe
llJeavcnly Jerusaleni."

The history of Cathedral, froni a pmrcy human stand-
point, is profounidy interesting. In it tire poctry of Clîristia-
nli so to spi exlîausts isclf. Arnd poet andl ronmancer
]lave, mndcccl foundi there liiniitless sources of inspiration. Tire
thoughtful Wordswortir spcaks to us or spies like fingers
paointinig lieavenward.

And M\ilton Iiimiself cîrcaîs of

ITie lîighi enîbo\\cdl rooI,
\Vith antie pillars nîassy proof,
And 'itoricd mindomws riclily dîlglît,
Casting a dinii, religions liglit,
There let the pealing organt blumv
To tlîe full voicedl quire bclow,
111 ser-vice Irigl ancd anithemls clear,
As m-ay mii sw\Cetnecss tlirouglî mine car
Dissolve Ie, into ecstasies,
AncI bring ail lican before mly eyes.-

îfrs I femrns paînts for- us ini ricîr and melwColorirîg,
A dHni and niglity inster. of old uniles,

A tempe shadowy %à$l remenîbrarics of a hlreoie paISt.'
\Vlr l a-ai i nlier Joan Of A1rc at R Ireirîs lir imagina-

lion seems ta delight in tMat aid hitrie pile, vhier-ci tIhe
l'iîsof 1Franlce reccivüd '' tîreir binrirîht's cromvn." .And

m'l'O mvill 'lot recaîl Adclaide ].roclorýs exdîuisite lies

Dili wvitirclr src o f Ile ages pas.
St. Bavon sad.

Thelic itdre is before us, tic glconi of tîa ancint lIc-
nîisî terîplc, ancient as Glient, itscîf, andl rccallinîg as manî,
iciii orns.

\Vlile .yn's bursi. of entîlîsiastic admiration ant tde
aspect of St. I eter's, surpasses anytli ng ycl ivriten upon ut
by traveller or poct:

II'Dajesty,
iPomwer, Glory, Strengîli, Beauty are ah aisld
11-n this eternal ark of glory tindcflled.''

So Schîiller cries out in estasy.

EternaL only Fiouie
C'her ie a second hecaven mitliin tlie ireaveri,

St Petons rears Iris ivide and ivoncirous docin.

I have purposely cîrosen, as Uic>' occur to tue, a few if
the more famil e allusions to my) snbject with li icli tAi

poets abound. B3ut if Catliedrals stanld to poctry i thre ru-
lation Or an inspiratoqias ut Mwere a mîiglty ancl ever presclit
tSeme, they arc to painting,sculpture andcl musie a very hirne,
to architecture, its Soul. Reacd tlîe aimais of art. Tliose iii-
mortal ones iio adoru tlîe pages founc iii tlîe Calîredrals
thecir nurseries. 0f architce tîey are tlîe living illustra-
tions i its every phase, froin. tire iassnve gra nîceur of tIre
Romnan -By'zanîtiiie to tIre beauty andl sublinîiity or tire gotliic,
Thatstyle ot wliici Cardinl Newmianî says : II il cndowcd
midli a profound and comniaîîching beauty, such as no, otlicî
style posseSSes, mitdi m'iicîr m'e arc acquaînted, anîd mîilichî
probably the Churcli mill not see surpassed, tilI it attain ti

thc Celcetial. City. 1 woulcl gladly linîger lîc a miomienît,
iii a brandi of the subject, at once so variecl anîd delighîful,
but space forbids. Nor cari I follow, the ar-chacologist m-lienl
lie finids ini tihe siladow of tlese basilicas, Uic link bctelcn
tlie old andl new, thre slution of old nîvsteri, tdm key to
lialf effaceci inscriptions, iii a mord, tire ireaci of tiiai lalw
rintli wc cail the past.

Iliere à5 one asp)ect of Catîrecîras wlrielî appeals tIre nia t

forcibly to the casual observecr; Bc it observecl, OitIa 1 W
not speak- liere of their rclatîion ta faitir, tlrey tIre prouti
triumph of Clîristianity, over tlîe aiges. 1 anîi inrirîvdeliy
SAit tie subject Rtoui a purely niatural point of viemw. Tli ý
aspect is the liîstorical, or- if tire reader like it better, Ulic

sentimental. Tire tales tlîat tlhey teil of the past, tire asc-
ciations tIrai thîey eau nup, tIre pageants tlîey have mitncsscel,
ami thue events upon wlîîcl tley have set tOmiir seal, ail ri>C
before our nîinds ai. deî niame of York or- Salisbury, of I )tn--
liani or Canterbury, of \Vsni-stro Granuada, of îinu
or Notre-Damec, of Toledo or- of Chartres, of Strasburg -1
Cologne, andc even of thiat iniglry temple buili hy On-
szined Claf, in iiIe dIn mu, ysterious iordr. Thiese Catdi-
cIraIs have about tlîcm au atnîosplîece of spiendr an d

power unsu rpassed. I [ere C harleumague noce ivecl upori li
brow thre ci idem of thie \Vest :thrr C(uur de Lion toak t ir
ensigu of the I oy \Vars ;tîrere Louis raised tire sacr&I
oriflaiilicre l enirY grasperl tIre coniqueriuig smvorcl <i

.Agiucourt. To tha. stately pile sonne royal Victor fusîreil
mii tr in pli, calme ;ta tIi i, dc feat h as braught ils burniwi
irt ;iere a coronation, lucre a royal weding venl tic
very ponîip of kiugly funerais ail11 have left tîrcir m'ondror-s
iSlprint upon tdose ancien. piles. Licher far than paintitc
w'incows, or storied nîarblc or jeueld censer. Mernioric-ý
cli ng arciun itIhe Catired i of tir M)I \Vorld thick as thli
ivy tîrat robes a muin.

As tIre yecars go on, our Catîredrals in lIre fncq' shaIl hafvc

cadi ils own cMrnicle. Tlie hiistory of oui- owui Catlral,
unider its presenit aspect, begis Nvitli titis ]azaar. A I3azaarV
wherel.inl tire younig anc OIcI, tlîe grave and gay comninW
!ihg, form a clazzling pageant. Sreucl andc Englisli ScotcIh
ancd 1ris1y unute for oaie grecat euel to finish tidis Catîredral.


