. Speech: of Mr. Haﬂmgs 20 tbe Houfe of Lords.

Thofc_
who- attended ‘to the evidence, as their

felt it, throughout the country.

Lordfips did; knew all this to be merely
idle unfuppoited declimation. -

Mr. Haftings then went, through the’

principal allegations in the Four Articles
which the Commons abide by, and ob-
fcrvcd upon the material points in each:
Havmg done this, Mr Haflings cameto

a very curious and interefting part of Hhis
fpeech. He faid he never thould plead ne-
" ceffity for what he had doie ; but he would

fiew the neceffityin a mantrer that would

flath conviflion -on every candid mind. .
He then went thrpugh the aftonithing
difficulties he had 10 ﬁrugg'le‘wi_rh in the
late war, and added, that when this Trial
began, he did not think it wirbin poffibility
that their Lordfhips would be fo well ahle
to judgc of his fituation.by a  comparifon
of it with the difficulties with which Earl
Cornwallis had now to contend : with
“this differgnce, that again@ him (Mr. Ha-
ftings) all India and half Europe were uni-
ted, while Lord Cornwallis had only to
maintain a war again{l one power, unaided
by a fingle ally, and having two great. pow-
. ers, the Marattas and the Nizam, ating
in concert with his Lordthip.

, Their Lordthips, he. faid,

< thc revenues and rcfources of" Bengal,
amounting to about five millions four hun-
dred thoufand pounds, which he took. cre:
dit to himfelf for having created, were not,
with the addition of the revenues of the
Carnatic and Bombay, fufficient to-(upport
-a war in India againft a fingle power; for
a very large fum in {pecie bhad becn fent
from Enghnd money had been borrowed
~ at Bengal,’ M1dras, and - Bombay, at a

high interett, to the urmoft extent of their’

c¢redit; and Hyder' Beg Khan, cf whom
their Lordfhips: had heard f{o much had
advanced twenty-two lacks of - tupets to
Earl Cornwallis:

It wai not in my p0wer, faid Mr Haf-
ings, nor will it be in the power of Earl
YCornwallis, to do, whar every IMxmﬂcr in
England bas done Jince the Rewelution,” | 1

~could not, -nor-can he, borrow téthe ut-.

~mott extent of-liis'wants, during war, and
" tax pofierity o -pay the intereft of ‘thofe
Jloans.
_-bonds, ceafed early in my government, and
will ceafe much: earher in Lord Cornwal-
lig"s ; notfrom-any diftrult in !hat Noble

“Lord, but 'becaufe the'peopie” of )engal‘

3 vhad feen the: Iurplus revenues fince the laft

peace, diredted to, other purpofes-than the
hqu:danon of.. ‘the debr of - ‘Bénygals No ™

- man,faid -Mr: ,Haﬂmgs. thought of re-
- mitting’ monéy to ‘me-from England during
the late war, 'and 'l i was. prohnbned From

had feen that .

The pomblhty of borrowing upon

.My I—Iaﬂmgs to" pom: out. my abfurdzr_y or
- injuflice in” hi§’ plofccutors, and he'wonld -
. ’nalurally,

rawmg I)l“o, e‘:ccpt for th.. m\'cﬁmcm. - ‘names.

1 had every fpecies’ of countera&mn to.
contend with, that an hoftile Adminiftra.
tion could throw in my way ; yet, in fpm:

- of thefeobftruions; -and againft fo many .

enemies, I preferved entire what the India-
Minifler, who voted for my xmpeachmcnt,

" has\ repeatedly termed the brighteft “jewel

in'the Britith Crown, .
Mr. Haftings next made a complamr,m
fuch language as very feldom, if ever, hay

been applied to the Houfe of Commons.— * -

He declared that he had fuftained the moft’
unparallelcd injuflice from them, and from
the King's Minifters : that rhe Articles
on’ which- they now depmdcd were Four-

" the remaining Sixteen ivere glven up, or,

in other words, abandoned. ‘But he ﬂnod
in.a fituation that no Englithman,. nor any
native of any country had ever ftood be-
fore him. ' He had been compelled to de.
fend, at a moft ‘inrolerable experice, the

 wifdom and propriety of plans, which the

King's Miniflers, as. Membhers of Parlia
ment, had voted 1o be criminal ; H yet, the
fame Mnmﬂcrs, in lhelr pubhc c:p:c:ty,

~ had cxpreﬁ'cd their “approbation of thefe -

plans in four feveral letters 1o Bengal, ard
had ordered that they fbould beinvariably ad-"
brred 1o § and the FHoufe of Commons, in'

four fucceflive years, had .virtually appre. =
- ved the arrangements, by voting the Refo-
' Iurnons moved by the India Minifter.

1 have been arraigned, {aid Mr. Haftings,
for accepting an illegal dclegation 1o Oudc,
and am brought here as a criminal for

. concluding an arrangement with the Na. .

bob of Oudc, by which every rupee of his .
debt was paid off," and the fubfidy has

" fince been paid with the regularity of a-

Bark Dividend. Yet the arrangement-has’
been fully confirméd by the King’s Mini-

‘ﬁcrs, in the ﬂrongcl’t terms of approbn- -

tion.

Iam nccufed, in another Arncle, of
bringing opprcmon, ruin, anddeftru@ion:
on the natives of Benga], although' the

falfehood of this Charge muft be'apparent’
to cvery man, uanlefs ic can be proved that.

‘the India Minifter has, for. the four laft -

-laft years, prefented falfe accounts 1o the

Houfe of Commbons. -

In thé courfe of the firong: and pomted
attack upon Minifters, and - the Houfe. of -

‘Common, - Mr. Fox apphe:d to the Court.
.He faid, he had nowith o . mterrupt Mr.
jHaﬁrngs but their: Lordﬂnps knew it was "
‘irrégular to.farc how a Member of Pars
‘liament’had voted,  becaufe Mr, ! Haﬁmgs
'could not pcmbly know the. fa -

th ufc of

‘:hcn he could avo:

f.:h




