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THE MESSAUE OF THE BELLS.

CHILDEEN'S CHRINTMAS 3ONG,

(Mother.)

Children, Christmas Bells arv ringiog,
Pealiog forth with merry glee,
Come, with busy little fingers,
Cume, and drass our Christmas Tree.

See, what & handsome Trees it is vowr,
Tall and atrwight, with pointed top,
Think of it wben Hiled with presents!
(Now, ohildren, don'y tet any drop.}

Merrily the Bells keep ringlag,
Cheering as we work away,

What bappy netws they ssem to tell us !
1 faney t can hear them azy :—

\The Belis)y

We —the Christmas Rells—are bringimg
Gent's cwn thessage. Soud a2 trae.
Children. these sweet wonds remember,

© Christ, this day. was bore far you.”

VChildren

Look * our Tree, at !ast, is dnished
b} mother, what a Jovely thing!?

And hark! thase dear old Bells keep ringiag.
That westngr which you say they brisy.

Sweet Bells ! 1hat tell of peace and gladuess,
We bive enfoyed tbis Uhriatmas morn;
vur work is deve, our hearts gre sioginy.
- Christ for us this Jay was dora!”

FRANCES J, MOOKRYE

THE ROBBERY AT THE HALL.

M Rawson was a brisk, husy lady, who
would wanage evervthing and eversbody in the
countv if she conld.  She had a fermidable ar-
rav of domestic virtues: had the reputation of
betng very strong-minded, but withal wes a
wost ervous woman, hiding it well, bowever,
snider 3 loud sortof bluster.

Another peculiarity was her absurd jealousy
of her husbami. Poor Rawson himself was one
of the meekest and mildest of men. He was
kpown at school as Pink Rawson, and now he
was warried amd the father of 2 large young

he was pinker and milder than ever.
a bunlen v him from this ridien-

Even his periodic visits to his
iived in London were looked upon
strusi. She always accompanied him if
4, sud frequendy, te my knowledge,
tnade hereeil excessively disagreeable. 1 never
shall furget a4 walk we had together. [ don't
think it i« quite the correct thiny to walk
through wudon streets, but there was na
Lelp {or it on this evcasion, sur horses having
met with some aceident in Regent street, aud
walk we must to a catstsnd.  Bot that wkik !
Gracigns e, we couldn’t ook across the road !
[t was, “ Hawsow, who ap- you lockiog at!”
“ Paay don't stare so " *“Can we not go inta
a shop ™ **Ms, Stounsr, be kind enoogh to
call a cali ! —and call a cabi § did at last, with
great satisfaction.

A remarkable ocenrrence 1ok place at tha
Hall shortly after they arrived. W had ail
wet in the drawing-room after dinuer, iy bro.
ther was Jdezing 10 an arm-chair, M. Rawson
was I-ading u novel, my uisce was at the piane,
anl Rav sen would have been turping over the
leaves Lad his wife's eye not t»en apon him.

Suddenly the doar opened, nnrg my hutler,
Thomas (4 mest exemplary person:, came ap to
ey chiatr with a startled sort of leok and desire.d
10 speak tuine. When we got outside, he told
me that one of the honswemaids was in hysterics,
having seen » ghost on the lawn. 1t was bright
mocnlight, avd while the pirl was clasing some
shatters her atiention wax attracied by a moan-
ing. On jeoking out she saw the ngure of a
younyg ady gazing up at one of the windows and
wringing hier bhands.  Thomas, who ran to ber
assistanies when she sereamned, <ard sleo that he
distisetly saw the figure disappearing in the
shruts.  “ Where is this girl ¥’ whispered a
voice eloss to us, and there was Mrs, Hawann,
looking very white. She had followed us sut of
feminine curiosity.

**Take me ta thin girl,” she said loudly,
I sour take the ponsense out of her "

Hewever, notwithstanding cold water, sal.
volatrly, and shurdant seolding, the gl stuck
to her statement.  She gave the most circum.
~tantis! arcount of it.

The fpure was diessed in white, hal black
Lair, lnoked very sad, would stare up at a par-
tirnlar wimdow, then wring her hands and
moan,

Ths: window she descritied was that which be.
longed to the haunted chamber. My brother
scoured the shrubberies without avail.

Then we talked away about poor lettice’suad
story, till the two ladies went to bed in cousi.
derable perturbation,

Nothing occurred the following aight, but on
the next Thomas knocked at my dressing-room
door a8 I was going to bed. **For Heaven's
sake come here, sir,” he cried. 1 hurried after
him. ‘“Loeok there !’ he said, pointing out of
the corrider window. There, sure enough, on
the lawn, in the bright mnoonlight, was the
figure the girl had deseribed. I could see it
with painful distinctness. It was like in face,
figure and diess to Schefer’s picture of ** Mignon
regrettant i patrie,”” that hung in wy uephew’s
room. [t would look up at the haunted room,
thew clasp its hands and moan. When I turned
to speak to Thorsas, I was coufronted by another
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1t was that of Mr. Randall Raw.
son, who lmving heard the distarbance, had fol-
lowed us in dishabille. ¢ What is all this
about 1’ she said- in sepulchral tones. For an.
swer | pointed to the figure.  * Ah 1" sheeried,
clutehing me violently. *‘  am not frightened !
wo; this is some trick. 'l have the creature
unished. I tell you both, these things do not
righten me !” -

Here she clasped me so violently that Unearly
fell. ** Open t‘ne window, Thomas,” she con-
tinued loudly. ¢ I'll speak to the creature.”

At the sound of the opening casement the
tigure turned slowly toward us, and with a de-
spairing cry disappearsd amid the trees. Mrs.
Rawson fell back in hysterics, and being rather
stout, it was as much as Thomas and 1 conld do
to support her. " Ah, ah!” she laughed ; |
tell you | am not frightened : 1 tell yon ———"

Here the uoise she made was so great that
Rawson himself appeared on the landing in «
hurried toilet.

*What on earth is the matter ** he cried.
His voice recovervd her at onee.

*s Come here, Mr. Rawaon, and give me vour
arm te my room.

They made rather an undignified exit, but just
then my mind was too much éngrssed with the
extraondinary apparitien 1o notice anything
else. Through that long night 1 lay thinking
it over. What could it mean? | remenbered
the psvchological discussions with Haneen, in
which 1 was invariably nght ; and before tmorn-
ing was quite certain that 1 had grasped the
meaning of this. 1 erav o porfost that afeetsd
the fanedis,

When my brather, who hat slept soundly all
night, beyan deriding it, and saFing it was »
dedge of the servants, 1 pulled him up at once.
“ Perhaps,” said, 1 know more abont it than
voo thinsf."

“What are vou driving at

1 mean that 1t may portend <omething mare
seriotus than you hing at.”

AL f'eter,” he =aid, **how often have |
toid vou not 1o keep all the jewels and plate at
the Hall.  Why Jdon't vou send them to your
banker's

“You mistake me,” T sald; * the trinkets
and plate are safe znough ; but did it rever oe.
cur to you that spirits may actually visit the
earth ¥

“if 1 odid not know von better, Peter, |
should think vou had adopted whisky in Scot.
land, or had softening of the brain comiug on.
Where did vou pick up this nonsense ¥

I latd iy band opon bis sheulder, ¢ Robert,”
I said seriously, ¢ 111 tell vou abont Scotland
My mind was opened there, and I am now con-
vineed that it s possitle for spinits, toth wwn
and unseen, to visit this earth. Moreeyver, wa
may converse with them.”

He looked at me dombfeunded, At lasg he
said, * Poor Peter! vou are wors than 1 ex.
pectod.”

¢ And,” I vontinued, not heeding him, ' the
question to be answered 1a, what should we do,
ot how should we act, when they do appear 7

** In this case,” he saitd brutally, ** 1 should
look after the spoons.”

it was no g=e taiking w0 a wan of this sort
in fact, the mere serious and intint we were 1
watching for, »r trving o find out abeur this
spiriteal manifestation, the morn frivaloas and
absard he became,  Heolressed Rimsdfan white
and staiked alwnsg the front of the house, waving,
“Ope ghost was an gooed as another.”

Just tefors he stariedd for Seotland he plaved
a very stupnd aml reprehensibie practival ke
on Randall Rawson.  Hawson happened to leave
an envelope addressed to his motimr on the h.
brary table, This was tuken hy my brother,
who, imitating the handwriting, wrote, ** Dreas
mother, | shall sendyon Gifteen blue goats to-mor-
row, Can'tgetany more, bnt will telegraph 1
New York,” Poor Hawsan came npto me tn great
exeitement the next day with a welegram in his
hand. ¢ Good heavens ! Stonner,” b aaid,
“here's a valamity @ my mother's eone mad.
fiead thia”

“ From M. Rawson, thiesn’s (Gate, to Han-
dall Kawson, Stonpor Hall.—Don't want any
biue goatz—don’t telegraph to New York."”

* Poor mother - 1 must be off at ance.
wife is out driving.
with me "

* Certainly,” I said.
wife, and let ng be ol
London train.”

So Rawson wrote an the back of the telegram,
““Dear Wife,--This will explain 1taelf.  Hope
to be back to-moniow. Poar mother 1

Of course, when we went to (Queen’s Gate and
saw the spurious letter, the hoax began todawn
upon us.  We vowed vengeanse against Robert,
hut by the time we got back he had started for
Scotland. What a miserable time we had of it
with Rawson's wife! Nothing weuld per-uade
her that it was not 2 planued thing between
us,

““ The next time you take my hushand to dis.
sipate in London, Mr. Stonnor,”" she raid with
catting irony, * pray find some more sensible
exense than blue goats.”

“ Really, Mrs. Rawson,” [ protested, it was
nothing more than a pmctiml joke of my bro.
ther's."”

‘“ How fortunate to have an alment brother 1
alie replied sateastically.

Luckily our sttention was now distracted by
Mr, Hansen's sreival.  Hiw presence scted like
il ou the troybled waters.  In & couple of days
he had settled down, a favourite with all, and a
special comfort tome,  Even Mrs. Rawson pro.
pounced hir fo be a moat superior peron, and

white tigure,

e

My
Could youn manage to vome

" Write a line to your
We shail fust catch the

it was interesting to notice that, after poshe
poohing the very nawme of Spiritualiaw and
abusing its converts, she insensibly became con-
verted herself. " .

" We ought to write to Dr. Paseal,”’ she said,
« aud fnsist on & searching inquiry teing made,
It is & erying shame that the savants do not re-
cognize it 1" o

“The inquiry would come to nothing,™ said
Hausen. ¢ They would investigate, and probe,
and test ; and, then, if they could account for
the phenormiena as being the sequence of some
so-called law, their intellocts would be satistied:
if not, they would call it humbug.*’

“ Bat, Hansen,” 1 said, *“there must be
laws, you know ; vyerything must be governed
by laws.”

T Exactly,” he answered ; ‘* but what these
so.called  philosophers call laws are nothing
more than assumptions on which they conven-
iently base their facts.” ,

“There may cortainly be,” said Mr. Rawson,
s some occult power which they know nothing
whatever about.”

“There in!  There is!  Believe me, there is,
Mrs. Rawson ! eried Huansen. “ Anld then how
sweet and comforting to think we can hold con-
verse with departed friends

s lodend it ix 17 said Mrs, Rawson ;o ** it sa.
tisties our loftiest aspirations!”

¢ By-and by history will be read by ity help,”

VT osadd,

“ A nobde idea - onr worthy of you!” said
Hansen, pressing my hand.

After this we had many interesting conversa-
tions.  We of course told him of the spectre.
He was intensely interested.  He made us nar.
rate the circomstances again and aguin.  He
examined the lawn, shrubberies, and windows,
and finaliy put the girl Jane under severe cross-
examination.  Oneday, in company with M
tawson, we explored the old house, and were
looking at the family jewels and plate, in the
strang fire-proof bax,

% We must not woudes at your brother telling
you to look after these valnable heirlooma,™
wiid Hansen, “any more than wonder at the
gin} Jane's fnght.  The idea of burglary is just
what would occur to an unenlightened mind.”

1 think this box would resist any attempt
at Lurglary,” T said, amiling.  **See how this
Key turns two strong hams right acroas the inside
of the 11"

Y Moat beantiful mechanin !™ he <ald, 2 and
how ingentously contrived,”

tHe tried the key several times, then retnrned
it to me continted, Bot b am more interested
in the haunted roam. Letusgo there !t Lot ge
o quickly 7

Something 1o the change of his vaice a he
spoke the List words made uy took at him. His
eyes were fixed in vaca TV, and both his hands
waore #xtended towards ns, Wa sach took one,
and without any direction on our part, his syes
wiall fived, he led ne atraight te the hasnied
nwm ! Waile the door was being opened we
heard «ame knocks and 4 ort of meaniug tnnise.
Nothing sdauntsd, however, we entered - Hanee
sull in his trance and M. Hawwoy pade yet de.
termned. For some Lume thers was silence,
then he heavesd a4 great sigh, drew his hand
artoss his hrow amd sadd, "This 14 Tettiee's
ehamber?  Where 18 the inscription *7

Before we conld answer thers were fonr dis
tinct Kuocks from the freplace Agin his eves
assumed the vacant stare, hia faw 1), aud fie
Ionked alwet bimn s dazed sort of mauner.

' Wonld vou learn more of the apparition ™'
Ige asnked dr-nmnf}‘.

1 wonld,” T answered bholdiy ;
portent t ’

*tft was”

A partent of whay 7

Therr was 1o anen-r.

“Contl voeu bring us  into communication
with this ajant U7 sand Mrs, Rawson.

Still no answer ; buat with a sigh he ank hack
o a charr apparcntly  asdeep. Presently he
awoke, quite unconscinnr af what hud happened,
sxanitied the roow and fneription with great
interest, and then went down with us to the
drawing-reomn,

We told my sierer and Bawson what had A
pened, and that evening woall tried to peratvie
i to canduct a seance with the view of elicit.
ing information from the departed fattice. At
firat he refused. "¢ Kemembor,” ha aatd, “ how
my health autfered in Getmany from thear in-
vestigations. Ninee that | have been unable to
fullow vy ealling. b, lot we retain my
health .

It waw at my solicitation that he at last
yielded o and that he slisuld not b a suforer, |
mdueed him Lo acrept a doucenr that wonld
relieve hig anxiety about working for a year or
*0

“wxa 1t on

Pasked hreathloaaly,

He thought the wanifestations wonl) be
stronger if some of his time were spent in the
alil chamber: so we had his bed moved to a
roam opening from it, that he might go in aud
out as he pleased.

I must ewn we were all morbidly excited on
the morning of the pre-armanged siance.  For
myself | was determined to solve the partent.
I was proud that the philosphical investigation
shoald have fallen on my shoulders, and waa
quite conscious of the power of elucidating the
phenomena,  Fidetermined alwo to take copioun
notew and subinit them to the Koyal Society.
F.R.8. in not by any weana an un,'gr.'nllmuanfy
adjunct Lo one's name, and one of my first sub.
wq!:unt actions should be certainly to show my
unbounded gratitude to Hansen for having
opened 1o e these viktas of philosophical re.
search.

DrcemBer 81, 1881,

Mrx. Randnll Rawson talked and
loudly to hidé her excitewsnt. Hor husbang
walked about the house on tip-toa all day, and
wy nices had a pale, pinched look and wis
occasioually in tears, {)ium&r seetned an im.

rtinence, and the servants must have noted
ow little we ate.  Their presence was irksome
Wo were impatient till they rotired for the night.
and then, more like 8 row of conspitutars than
ordinary inmates, we silently went up 1o the
haunted room,

Hansen wuna already there. The night wys
very dark and warm, aud he stood by the open
window ealm and collected.

*“You all know,"” he began, * how trying it
t4 lor e to conduct thess investigations, aud |
only do 0 uow out of deferenice to the menytal
attainmenta of our host. We cannot tel}. .y,
one ean tell--whether there will be any wanj.
festations, but we will try. The night is f,.
vourable.”

We seated curselves round the table, placed
our hands upon it, and made n contact with ayr
fingers. Presently it moved ; then wan violegtly
agitated, almost falling on our feet, while
occasional loud raps were heard vu the inserips
tion, ’

* Stroug manifestations on the ouk carvigy,
hie said in a lone tone ; ““let we ga to i

He got up, and ax he moved to the firrplace
Kis chair ran qfter him,

We all saw i, and masle some inveluntary oy,
clatation as we rose from our soats. )

AL he anid, *don't destroy the contier -
the spirtts are busy to-night.”

We reeseated  ourselves, My uiecs, tath
faint, next to Kawson, then wyself, Mey fiia.
son, and Hamen, Presently my nmece oried
** Something touched my log 1 '

“ Be caltm,” said Hausen.,  ** Be calw

#Oh ! she exclaimied, 1 cannot beug iy .
something ia on my lap!”

“ Rawson, wmove your place this jnstane,
«ir,” cried his wife. ¢ Mave vour plaoe g
instant, or | leave the room.”

My dear——— - he tegan.

* Move your place, sin, " she insdated

Lo poor Randail had o move. 1 think 1§
go to bed.” hie waid, and slipped suw of
oo,

“What was it ¥ 1 whispered ooy niree,

It was asif my child wasclilnbing 5
koes,” sh whh;«vrwj back.

Hansen rose anml dmaok sone weter, 00}
think,” he said, it would be sivia
conduct the reet of the wiance 1n darkness

““ Your late pesearches, Mr, Stannor, muc
have shown you watuderinl
Light as ap cccult wative power. Nuood
tnterferns somewiiat with apintuaing
menn 1o the hght we petindirect infornmatio
by rappings, but 1o the darknes we may bia
more dreet rommunications”

Na saving he put vat the candles, and
st our seata,

The rappang increas=d They wers very Lol
Then small dickers of Light Jdarted all abise
Thea a meaning, such ae we
the lawn, conld he dntectod 3n the ar
3.

A you the spint of Lettisr Stoanor ¥
a«ked Hansen.

There wepe turee tago and & moan

P your viat g peet nt of evi 1

Two raps.

*fa your visis to the Hall o friradly one

Three rajie.

M Where do vea e from 7

Here a siars ahot ail &bt the
TEsltt
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Ogr cxcitement was Bow jesihvely awh
W eanil hear our leearts beating, Presenth
aut of the darkorss a famihend fgure wan sel
Pmoving tewards the windesw,  Nrriving thers,
$at turued, ared we saw, cilemined by a et hight
i the fraturee of the departed Lot Nranner.
| Her Black hait clung aboat her sheublen anld
e msanod and gestionlated aeoale ddedoon sk
lawn,

SR gk

sabd Haneen,

S return no o more,t abe sadd in utearthe
teues, ased slowly dieappenred ont of the s
dow.

Therr was a crashin the room.  Haneen 5l
e candiek, and there an the doar were
wirer ated Mra. Rawson i hysteneal Hintings
To thicday 1don’t koow how we got to hed. |
remtember ealling Lawson, and atpehiiw be.
tween s we aaw  the two lasdies to their roe
When [ got back Hansen had thrown himse!f
o his -mf.

? 1wt me aleep, Iet e sleep,” he said, <hak
ing me by the haud - * the expraditure o el
farce haw been too much for me; bnt what 2
glorioua stecosa 1™

. . . » .

The teaction ftam the excitetient gave me 8
heavy aleep, bhut | was 1udely awakened tefore
cight the vext motning by Thomas.  He had
ahinken me out of my stupor, and win standing
over me in his shirt slarves,

O Jor, wir 1" he cned. “'Oh
Stonnor [ .

CWhat in the watter, Thomas I Lexclaimed,
statting up awd rubbing my eyes

*Oh lor, sir! the family plate,
Jjewelal all gone !

“ Gone!" 1 «hiri ked, jumiping ont
“rall Mr. Haneen 3™

‘ He's gone oo, air 17

lnr, .\ir.

sir, and the

nf hed.

I kept my room for o week,  Uwing to some
thing he had heard in Séotland, my rother bad
suddraly returned to the Hall the day afte the




