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Pharmacy in England.

Tablets fin Pharniacy.- New Machinos anti Now
Ideas - Clouidy Ainmonta with Lavender
Water roi' the Bath-low to Fit Up a
Dark Room for Photography-Mr. E. M.
Holmes and ic Fluckigor Memorlat Gold
Mcdal.

tny our ownl Correspondient).

'l'Te introduction of several hand-
mlîachines, siitable for the imlainfacttire of

comîîîpressed tablets at the dispensing
coutiter, should eible phariacists to
rescue these articles fromîî the list of fac-
tory-Iade preparations. Most of these
machinies are derigied by plarimiacists in
the United States where novelties are
more rapidly seized, and their best
featuresdevelopîed lthan in England. W hilst
our chemists have beeil disparagiig the
tablet and honestly enîouîgh pointing out
its disadvantages, the Aierican has seen
ils good points, recognized the opening,
and steadily goie on producing clieaper
and more useful imachines. Two of themî,
that I have lately had an opportunity of
examininîg, agree very closely i essential
particulars. l'he plutiger is brotght
down with a steady pressure-not a blow
-by menans of a lever, and thte mouîld is
adapted for gauging the size of tablet by
heing set in a table upon which the powder
is placed. So far the prncîple was ex-
actly the sanie, the only differeice i the
machines depended upon i the method of
displacng tht tablet after compression.
In the one case the reversinig of the lever
was supposed to nioveat ani that pushe(
the pellet off the lower part of die, in the
oilier a snall brush atteipted to perfornî
the sanie operation. Both, Iowever,
failed to act properly, and this still
appears to be the desideratui of land.
machines.

The convenience of compressed drugs
has been recognized ail over the world.
To travellers they are unidoubtedly a
boon, and as they occupy so munch less
space, the pubeli appreciate tiieni, or at
least that part of the public which is con
stantly taking iiediciie, and is not hiappy
if there is not a dose of nedicine in thie
pocket. There is no limit to the uses of
this fori of compression--antiseptic tab-
lets are prepared of permanganate of
potashî, whilst a recent invention is
" citroids," containing the ingredients for
preparing impromptu lenionade. One or
two of the tablets are dropped into a
botle of vater which is then securely
corkcd, and after some timte a highly
aerated water, of lemonade character, is
produced. 'Tlie Bovril Company have
broughît out a tablet containing their
extract of meat in a compact and portable
forni. Cannot soie inventive gentius
bring out a tablet of ink, so that on drop
ping one or tvo tablets ilto vater, a good
writing ink would be produced ? I am
conviiced there is Imîoney in the idea.
lI photography, tablets of pyrogallic acid
and other developers have been a boon
to the amateur. There mîust be many
other crafts where the nethod would
prove advantageous.

The latest iiproveient tipon house-

hold clouidy am1mma, ist brought out
by Scrubb's, is the addition of oil of
lavender or berganot. 'his form is if
coiiended for the bath and toilet and is
probably an improveient, altough it is
a question if it is w orthy of the tles hie
stowed upon il, berause it lias been dig-
nilied as household animonia wah lav
ender water or eau de Cologne. These
preparations aie certamly poptular if one
may judge froni the way that severai

cutting " chemists have filled their vn
dows with these articles. Prohably this
is because it is one of those hnes wlinch
can he sold cheaply, look tempting, as a
large bottle ca bc givel, and yet leares
a good iargii of profit. Usually a lo o/
boule is supiied for ablout i6 cen i

hlie stroliger preparations lîke Scrulb's,
have india-rubber stoppers, but the cuit
ting cheinsts gel over this ditlieulty by
supplying a more dilut e article, and cani
thus tise corks. The eastest way toî make
a cloudy preparation is by d;solvmg a
simali quantity of curd soajp Im .vater and
add strong liquid aniioimîa untîl the linail
product contans about >1me part of strong
aiionia in seveni pai. ci distiIlcd w.''t'.
'lie addition of a few drops of mi of
lavender miakes the lavenler water rom-
bination, and triple oranige-flower water
wîth a few drops of bergamot foiis a fair
eau de Cologne compotund. Sone atten
lion should be pai i to the label and thîe
outside wraîpper sllould le an attractive
colored paper.

Many chemîists would unîdertake to fit
up a dark room and take up the sale of
photographic cameras, chemica, aInd
accessories if they knew just how to pro.
Cced, and what laitie e.Npense need lie In.
curred. Ii soimie of the provincial t'>.vns
in England, owing to the apathy of the
cheimlist, the jeweller or bookseller,
vho lias absorhed an optician's tiade,
has seen fite need of providing accomimlo-
dation foi the amateur camievrist. If
there is a spare roomx at the back oi the
shop it can very easily be coiiverted into
a dark rool. l'he wdw should have
a frame, across which can be stretclied
Americain cloth, or otler material imper-
viouts to light, withl a square of about i .
inches cut out. This space shiouild be
covered over with two thicknesses of a
ruby-colored fabric and one of nrange.
colored paper, whichî wil alToid just suf-
ficient non-actiîic IIght that is necessary.
Under the window should be a beiich or
table with the necessary sink close ai
hand, and good water sipply. A few
shelves are reqired for the reagents and
storing apparatus. If the door Is tnot
light tiglht, il is as weil to have a curtall
of thick, black material that cati be
drawn right across it. For use at nîc'ht
lime, it is very convenient to have a gas
supply, fitted with an argand-buiner and
ruhy glass. Above ail. let the chemist
who uindertakes photographic trade, mias-
ter, at alI events, the rudiments of the
craft, as 1 iiientioled in a previous letter.
It mcants better business to hii.selif,
and more satisfaction to his client.

''lie award of the first Fluckiger Gold

Iemllorial imiedal, by ttie mnebiIers of the
Geriai "ApotheerVerein," to Mr. li.
M. H Iolmces, the distinguished curator of
the ituseui of the Phiariaceutical Soc.
iety, is a valuab'e and stubstantial recog-
Imtion of flic Inîlportant serices iendered
by M r. I lonlmes in pharnnacogiosy For
nlearly 25 years, Ir. IloImues las beeI
the leadimg authority in l*ngland upion
vegeiable drugs, and his contributions,
chelly ptublished in the 1%raceutica/
f(urna/, have been most valahimble, both
Ii deîtectinug adulteratiois and recognition
of nlew plants. Hte is also one of the
greatest living authorities on imiosses, and
lias discovered a. number of species huim.
self. Ilis imîodesty and retiring nature
hI ave doubtless prevented the earlier
recognition of his merit, or we should
have long ago seen his naine with tht
appendage F. R.S. le is alhnost a public
servant, inasniuch as aIl sorts of calîs are
made ipon his knowiedge of medicinal
plants and his periodic vîsits to Kew, in
order to compare specinens wii the
lew lierb irnumit, have made imîui freqeuntly
an adviser to the Governmient otflicials.
lis garden at Sevenoaks is filled with

imterestîîg plants, and untder the glass
franies are numerouîs exotie and rare
plants, raised fromn seeds or seedhngs,
sp> ially obtained from ail parts of the
woîid mn order to solve the botanical
origin of a drug that nay be i douht.
Phiarmîacists are proud that out of their
ranks has spruing a scienthifc mat who
lias done such valuable work in pronoting
botanical knowledge, and tiat foreign
recognition has unîanimously placed its
mark of approbation upon his ser-
viCes.

A New iens-Setting Tool.

Our ilustration
shows a little tool
of interest to op.
ticians that lias
just been placed
on the miarket by
W. G. F a y ,
Springfield, Ohio.
lis object is to
facilitate lens set.
ting, and it is said
to be very effect-
ive for this pur-
pose. It is easy
of manipulation,
and gre'atly assists
in placing the lens
in the framtîe and
keeping the screw
and temple fromt
falling out. Iz is
specially adapted
to gold filled rid-

ing bow raies, and is an effective time.
saver. Those using the tool are said to
appreciate it highly. Mr. Fay's various
contrivances are noted for efficacy, and
stand well ini trade reputation. Mr. Fay's
agents for Canada is tie M. O. Co.,
Montreal and Toronto.


