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Always aware of the immonse influence
which works of fiction exercise, Trurn
has eover aimed at supplying its readers
with a class of storics which, while highly
interesting, aro neither trashy nor sensa-
tiona), nor in any way injurious to tho
morals of its rendors. As the two lead-
ing stories which have boen appearing in
theso pages for some months past are
now drawing to a closo, a now story will
bo commenced next week, which forin-
tenso interest will bo found equal to any-
thing which has hitherto been published
in these columns, It is entitled * Tho
Great Linton Mystery,” and is the story
of a crimo and the discovery of tho real
criminal through the efforts of a fomale
detective.
manner and the uunravelling of the plot
will doubtless bo followed by the reader
with the clotest attention, tho denoue-
ment being worked up to with much pow-
er, and proving totally unexpected. Now
is n good time to becomo a subscriber to
Truru and sccuro this highly interesting
story in its entirety. Weo have another
story in proparation for which cur readers
better look out, and Ie* their fricnds know
of the trcat in store for thom.

The Provincial Government have named
the threo Judges to constituto the Royal
Conunission to investigate the Conspiracy
case. Judge Proudfoot has beon appoint-
cd from the High court, and Judge Sink-
ler, of Welland County, and Judge Scott,
of Pecl County from among tho County
Judges. They are all men of ability and
intelligence and there is little reason to
doubt but they will perform their duties
impartially and faithfully. It is quite
probabls that whatever well-authenticated
facts ever reach the people in regard to
this much disputad caso will come from
this Commission. So far as the trial in
tho Criminal Court is concorned—if one
takes placo at all—thero will probably be
so much dodging and hedging among the
Iawyers, and such a dust of legal techni-
calities raisud, that very little undisputed
matter of fact will bo laid lare. It =ap-
pearts to be understood that the Conunis-
aion will not begin to work until the legal
quoation about a Criminal trial in Court
has been disposed of, and until aftor such
a trial takes place, in casc ono is decided
on. Itwill probably Lo somo months
honee, therefore, beforo wo hicar the end
of it,

It is writton in a fascinating

Political circles in England havo beena
good deal agitated of lato at a scrious
split among thoe leaders in tho Conserva-
tivo ranks. Lord Churclull, of late a
prominent man in tho Tory party in tho
Houso of Commons, has had a quarrel

with Sir Stafford Northcote aund othor‘

leaders, and has sccceded from thuranks
Rumours state that a friendly reconcila-
tion will probably be brought about. The
Consorvative party i England appear to
be in 8ad need of somo able and popular
leador, ever sinco the duys of Disraeli,
and for want of abler statesmanship and
leadership tho prestigo of the great party
has been greatly declining.

Thero is an evident widening in the
split in the ranks of tho Irish agitators.
Parnell’s popularity as a leader has been
lost, 80 far as quite a numbor of tho active
spitits aro concerned. James Stophone,
at ono timoe tho notorious leader of the
Feninns in Now York, is now rosiding in
Paris, and to him many of the disaffected
ones appear to bo inclined to eling. It is
reported that a convention of those Irish-
Amoricans whose main busineas appears
to ba to keep up an Irish azgitation will
soon be held in Paris. The announced
sbject of the meeting is to denounco the
dynamite policy and to found a neiv
socicty on a less oxplosive foundation.
There is already a confusion and quarrel
about tho proposed meeting, and should
a largo convention bo held, as now pro-
poscd an cxplosion—of wrath—will un-
doubtedly take placo. The only wonder
is that so many of theso turbulent apitits
havo remained together a0 many months
without a grand ruction antong them
selves. It must havo been for Jack of
courage and not from any mere lack of
the usual desire.

Tho frionds of protection at Washing-
ton gained an important victory in Con-
grosslast week. Tho long discussed Mor-
rison Bill, a0 largely decreasing tho cus-
toms dutics on most imported goods, was
defeated by a small majority. Out of 314
votes in tho Houso of Representatives
the majority against the measuro was only
four. The fato of the Bil has been a
matter of 1much speculation and great in-
tereat almost over since tho present scs-
siou commenced. There is a majority of
Democrats now in tho Houso and it was
genorally supposed that thoy might all, or
neartly all, bo whipped into line 8o as to
vote solid for tho Bill in the ond. Forty-
one Democrats went with tho protecticn
party at the last, while only threo Repub-
licans went the othcr way. Tho vote
ahows clearly cnough that the Democrats,
or many of them at least, aro not in favor
of making the tariff question an issuo in
the coming Presidentia? election if it can
bo avoided. Thero will not, probably, be
any change of importanco madoe in the
tariff this year, on that very account. The
manufacturing interests have become so
strong and o united in the Unitod States
that tho politiciaus are afraid to rouse
thoir hostility. Protoction appears to be
less distinctively a party issue in the
States than in Canada,

Sir Chatles Toppeor, in his partingspoech
at tho Ottawa banquet, gives a glowing

account of tho growth and condition of
tho Dominivn, Dussibly some of thuse
who havo not had a hand in the manage-
nont of its public affairs may not bo =0
gushing about tho matter, but thoro is
certainly a good deal of trath in what e
said. Thoe man whu onjoys the sunny
side of tho governmont oflices is sure tu
fool himself in a gcod deal moro pleasant
situation than the man standng in the
cool ahades of opposition. Speaking ot
tho results sirco Confoderation Sir Charles
said :—** Nover in tho history of the world
had a country made such strides from a
stato of comparative insigunificance to
groatness as British America had sinc
1867. Tho constitution arranged at th
Quebee Conforenco had  thewn fowor
dufects and less friction in operation tha
any conferenco that had ever been fram
ed. The incrensed commerco of th
country showed that our peoploe were
making substautinl progress The numbe
of imungrants who settled m Canada u
1867 was atout 14,100, while last yoeau
the number 1ad increased to 93,000, |y
1867 the viue of the product of t!.
tisheries of Cannda was four million du
lars, while last year it had swalien to
sovonteen milifons.  When the Duko of
Richmond’s bill becamo law, Cunads,
Norway, and Denmark would be the wul,
countries in tho world from which live
cattlo could be exported to England. He
attributed all the commercial and material
progress that the country had achieved to
tho improved stato of things brought
about by Confederation. The credit ot
Canada was botter to-day than that of
any other British coluny. All England
admitted that Canada was now tho nost
unportant of Her Dlajesty’s possessions,
aud the peuple of the United States wore
lIooking with admiring eyes upon the great
progress Canada was making.” Thep o
vorbial Yankee Fourth-of July-oratar
nught well pitch his tuno to that key, but
ho might not have as much truth on his
sido if he did so.

The recent financial crash of the bank-
ing firm of Grant and Ward, in New
York, will probably prove a most serivus
blow to tho wholo Grant famuly. The
failure postesses & good deal of its inter-
cst to tho public in knowledgo of that
fact. The leading member of the firm is
a son of Gonoeral Grant, andit is sanl that
the cx-President himsclf was a kigd of
slceping partner in the concern.  So far
as is yotlearned, tho Goneral and a
younger son had all their available funds
invested in its business affairs, and allis
gone.  Ulysses Grant jr. is reported to
say that ho supposed himsolf worth a
million and three-quartors beforo that
crash camo and had no intination what-
cvor of tho failure untilit was made
public.  Ho narried a rich wifo and her
{ortuno is included in tho loss, as well as
threc-quarters of a million of tho funds of
tho father-in-law.  Politically this unex-

pegted turnin affairs may havo its ofect.
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Thero aro a great mauy politicans inthe
Repuls ican party whe still desire to cling
to Gen. Geant's fortunes, anl whatover
hupes they may havo hal of gotting hun
wain noamated £ a4 President aro abow
disspated now. Tt woulibe vt of tho
question to awmanate lum while under
thus financial cloud, mueh as public ay -
pathy may be extended to himn Jus
present unsfortunes.

The present stato of Britain’s finances
isof such an encouraging character as to
wdd to the already well-carned reputation
of Mr. Gludstono as an able financior,
Fho national debtas still a very hoavy
one, amounting, 1o vl numbers, to
aver three  thousumd ithion dollars, but
1t is nearly ciehty yeus since it ever lo-
fore reached such a Law poant as nem
When the mercase I wealth and  poparfa-
tion of the country 18 ¢ s dered the bue.
donof dobt s proy aitewarely wach L _hitor
than at ey b doge the eentay
Phe interest Fetng poai s Wt asd s be

o 811 Leweg g0 thae e poas e dly re-
duces the debt atseli. Mr
nas always been fortauate w los inanerd
dratgement,

Ghulstone

He s a mwan of madern
deas and  therefore avery safe guardian
it the helm of atfierrs T'he anticipated
surphus this yearis aquarter of a mllan,
which will probably go tewards fmither
lebt reduemy.  Tr will be o pleasant ex-
wenenee for Canada when it uay bo able
to report 4 deerease i debt, as Bratun
wid the United 8 ates are now dongs, As
it is our own public obhygitions have be.
come very large for a young coun'ry, and
they go on inereasing at a discourag.
ing ratoe.

Russia 13 yot behind most other ¢ un-
tries in Buropo i samtary matters, and
tho result g, s wght be expected, most
deplorable.  The death rate n that coun-
try is to-day ligher than n any other
Europcan country.  The habits of the
poorer classes, espectally tho rural papu-
lation, aro bad and filthy.  Medical men
are scircer than in tha other countries
and tho medical knowledge, oven e
mentary matters, 13 it well understond
among tho people.  The death rate amens
children s sad to bo sanethung terrnibie,
and tho averago duration i human hfe
put down at only twenty-six years. Thero
is cortamly ahundant room for scionco
missions w Russia.  Why do not samo
of theve acdent scientific sceptics, whe
spead so much tune a rudeuliag religion
aud glonifymy sciees and  “humamty”
gva practical evidenco of whe ¢ therr the.
ortes aud zeal cun do by sending missior,
arirs to Ruaa

Eunata.—In tho articlo on Woman's
Suffrage, by Mra. Curzen, last week,
thero were one or twatypographical errors
which 1t is desirable to correet. M =
Lydia Baler should be Bwker; Miss Dun.
can McLaren should 1o Mhs.  “Debato
en division” should read *‘dobate or div-
ision.”




