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rnonicnt's reficiion clîanged this purpose. 1 cotild not givc a large enter-
tinicnt,.and Icave ont nîy nearest friend and lier fhmnily.

'rhe pain and wild agitation of that mniient were dircadful. 1 think
aIl good spirits and aigcis thât could get ne.sr ni> conSLIi.us lift! StrOV. Witli
nie, for the fnake of a sois] i peril, tu hold nie back uxoin îakinig atiother
stel) in the wvay 1 %vas going; for il wvas not t too late to abandon the
party.

Wlicn. after tlie long struggle with rigbit convictions, 1 restnîed niv
%vork of flling up the cards of invitation, t hand sueli a bliniding lieadaclue
that 1 could scarccly sec the letters in> p-ci was turinsg ; and, wvlien the
tisk was dunc, I went to bcd, unable to bear up igainst the dlouble burden
of intense hodily and mental anguibli.

'l'le cards wcnt ont, and tic question of the part>' va-, settied beyond
reciîl. But dtis dîd flot soothe the disquictude Ut ni), si.irit. 1 fêit the
perpettual burdcn of a grent and truuYlI'iig resj>unbibility. D)u nfiat 1 %vuuld,
there ivas for mc n(c at: oi suind. vVîag'r bskeping, the thosaght of
Alfred Martindale and lm, niotiir h.îîtti-d sie i-untisau.ill>.

At last the cvening c..unce, and our gute.,ts lit-gan to arri ve in party
dresses and party faces, richi>' attired, biiili:îg and gracionss. Anîîong the
earliest were Mr. and iMrs. Marindale, thii -son and. dauglîtcr. 'llie liglit
in rn) fricnd's cyes, as wc clasp.l hinds and looked int cach othcr's raceç,
d:d not conceal the shadowvs of anxious icar that rcstecd on theni. As I
hld Alfred's hand, and gazed ar liinîi for a moment, a pang siiot througih
Ily breast. W'ould lie go out as pure and ianly as he had conie in ? Alas 1
no; for 1 had made provision for his fail.

Thc company %vas large and fashionable. I shahl not attenpt a1 de
scription of the dresses, nor venture ant cstinîatc touching the value of
dianionds. 1 have no lîcart for this. No donibt, the gucsts enjoycd thcmi-
selves to the dcgrec usual on snch occasions. I cannot sa%, .1s much [or al
Icast one of the hasts. Ili the snpper.ruunî %tood a table tic bàglit of wh:rli
had srnitten my eyes %vith pain.* Ils image wvas perpetually hefore me. Ail
thc evcrnjng, whilc my outward eycs looked into happy faces, my inw:ard
gaze resred gloomhily on decanters of brandt and boules of %vine croidilvg
the supper-table, tu wdiich it wras soon tuon mute the ) onng mnn- niert boysç,
some of thien-and maidens uîluose glad voices filcd the air of niy draw-
ing-roous.

1 tricd to console niysclf b>' the argumnt that 1 was only doing as the
rest did-fohlowing a social custom-and-îlîat society uvas responsible, not
the individual. B3ut this did not lift tue iveighit. of concera and sclt-con-
destination that so heaivil>' prcsscd flic.

At last word camne ilînt ail ivas rcady in thc supper-rooni. The honr
wis elevers. Our gucsts passcdl into uvhcre smoking viands, rich corifec-
tionry, and cxhilarating drau-hts aiaitcdl thîcut. Wce had prcpared a
liberal cntertainmcent, a costly feast or ail available delicacics. Almost the
first sound that grcred niy cars afrer entcring the supper-roora uas the
"pop" of a champagne cork. 1 Iooked in the direction fron ivwhence il
came, and sawv a buttle in tic hands of Alfred Martitîdale. A~ litile back
front the young niîan stood bis unother. Our cyes met. Olit! the pain and
reproachla the glance of my friend! 1 could flot bear il, but turned iii>'
face away.

(To b'e contirnucd.)

PRUNK AT FOUfRTEEN.

Druiîk in the strcets 1 Oli! saddest siglit,
A boy of fnrteen yearî.

Soute muothcr's daîrhing fallen low;
In vaint lier fatllilig tears

JA father's luopes wcrc, fondly rniscd
That lui- young son mightgruw

To bc a brigit.iiid shiiuîg light,
Anxd cveiy virtue kiiouv.

But now upon theinuînawares
its crept thuis dcadly foc,

And br4iuglit to loving, trusting lheurts
Tlîir awfuîl wvciglt of woe_

And sadhly o'er tlieir falcu boy
.?lost bitter tears aire shed;

Anid Ioncliruess conies o'cr tlieir heuarts
As t.hough 'twcere for the dead.

No wvords cati coin fort in tiîis hour.
J7e Icave thin to tlicir --ief,

B3ut privy to Gokt fronî c*nrsc of ruiu
To send us quccrelief.

-UotcsinE Er.in1. B atiur.

\VILLl'SLESSON.

" lu a mi.nute." Tîtitt% viuutit3. alvyillie'siiiuntwer %whcn lie uvas
told to do ait% tllilig, andl tht-euqvze 4v das ît. lie ý 6-1-v orfteil
forg"ot to 810 it ait ail.

Not thit hie manît to buc glîsolivilîeît., for he' lwv flully'
ittc .ded to dIo lis Iluewas toîtI, but Lte mainiut.; wvou li.il) away
bef're' lie stuîrtî'd tW oht'y, aI :îw he wuull Cithvr be Loo late go b' of
tînuielu is or sioisie une ebIs, tired of waiti, wou Id have (toile li4
%vork, for lîlui.

"floii't trust WTillie to (Io it, for iL ivill uiever bc donc," evcry-
body sîîid, if li imnportant lecUer w*as tu bc .4enL to Lb1. post-office, or
a uaît'ssage wns4 to bu delivcrcd before i certain tintie, and sio Willie
iuc,1 uirud a vcis' ci isd'itlle rept 5 îtion for cuîrclessuîes

li vaîin tu na tailktd sai,.l vit!l lii, anîd urges] Ii:n to
overcuie thuiâ bad lailliL Ur lus ui .:statiunîl~I. i. .t ton laite.
M'illie %vould always*. proîisvt Lui dé) littt . mimd ir,..llv ilttuvî:vd tu
strogglc agaiuist i., l'ant ]lu wotulll ouuli ut a.) sîlont Ili% gosud ru-
solutions anid be am nuitrusx wortuy n.4 before.

-I in i afraid you wvill ]lave a liard lesson soisne ditv, Willie,"
Said iuiauttuna, after oune of tit.%,e tnilks. - Souamcdai:ug, wIi hlipcuî
tîît will Leacli you how diLîng-eroi this habit of pllttiig offir.

One day lier wordsi czini truc.c
*Willic," said lis fattbcr otnc itornin- nt breiakfast, Il hre is a

letter thiat I wvant yVou tt, post beforo -sebool. It Litia important
letter, so vola intst lie -§ure to remnber it."

Willie put it in blis poect a8 hoe startcd fur sehool, and walked
stuit- briskly, tlat làt. itâig.lit have plenty of tite to go doivi to the
poSt-oflî ce withuout Ibeinîg Ilite.

'I ay. M'allle," caîlt*d a, boy, s lie went pacît the iotuse -%vliere
tivo uf b sclituliiiiitt-â liv cd, - couss in lare and ise nîy birtliday

prs~t»WiIIie liesitatcd. He kn iew that if lu %Neuit in lie iii-it
not hve tite tumail he luter bith nu lte for belitol, 'but

lie yielded tu the tcunptaL-tioiu, ;ayiig to liiituseif w3 ]lu puslied open
the gate.

Il Wchl, I will onîr stiv a minute, and thcil I eai ruil ail tlie
Wft3' to the p)ost-oflicpe to uinkc up for it."

But hie forgo. ahl about bis crrand lin adiiuirinfg the beautiful
silver watehi thurît George proudly exliibitcd.

Theo riugizug, of the sehool bell rewaiuudcd Iiita, tlatt lie ivould
not have tinte to niai] the letter,%vitliouit beiuig verý haLe for schooh.

Nouver mind," lie thoughit to hiiitîseîf. Il I ail riun dowui tu the
post-flice nt rcccss. It ivill oiy iisakec a féw Itours' <JifFeretice ni
t tiie the lutter starts, and father %woui't know nîîy-tliiuîg-2 about iL

1 can't bc lute for sehool, unyway. I shall lose, ail chuance of tic
prizc if I atut late once muore."

By the tiino rccess calmei, Willie hald forgottens ahi about the
louer, whlielt was siiitglv hiidden away iii the delîths of lsis pock'et,
and not tutti)l thuat cvcning did lue remnutber il. lie irssittiuig by
the table, preparing ]lis lessons for Ltme next (day, uwhten biis fihier
glancd Up frotin the paper lie Nvas readisîg, i1d asklcd, IlWell,
Willie, did you remteniller to miail tîtat lutter V'

WilIie's face grew very red, aîud lie puat luis btand in luis pocket.
Tiiere iras tînt letter, auîd lue drew it ont anud laid il. oui the table.
I forgot ail abotut it," lie said rather faintly. I iill mail iL

in Ltme niorning, fatlier."
"'Uo, 3-ou ned flot mail iL now," answercd luis father, qîuictly.

"It is onily your loss thiat the letter did miot go. IL 13 ant order for ài
EttIc printing press thant 1 inteuîded to give you Lte day after to-
înorrow, for a birtluday present, but it is tou bite now. Tînt agenrt
te wvlomn 1 wrote for iL sL-irts for New York t-îgt îdIdu'
kniow luis address tlàcre."

"OIt1, fatîter, cain't I have iL V" exclaiutied WVillie, sarting froin
huis seat, luis cyes filliîîgiiî tears.

".Ko," uutswercl ]lis fathuer, gra vcly. "NoV, illic, 1 hope tii
will hc a hesson titat you will reinctuiber. IL is jîst as asy- to (Io a
thîing '-lien voit are told as « in a miinte,' if you Nîutld oîily thuiuk
so. 1 knio ivýtis is a liard leson for you, bxut if iL breaks yoil of
youîr habit of puttiîig on;. 1 shahI not be sorry tîtat . it lhappeiied2!'

A printing press land been thue gret (lesire of Willie's heuart for
mnoiftîts so tliat it ras a liard trial to hMit to reahize tht ihe luid lost
it tîtrouglu lis owuî cuxmelesstiess. lc begai in carîtest to tu-s te
break hlunscîf of thuis bad hatbit, niff thuis tiutie hue did nieL forget to
ilsk Gods bli, ini conqîerimg Iulutîscîf, so 1 tîink biefore ]ouîg lie wI
have enutircly overcoliie hi$ habit of rcaiunot.2hîie .
Iueitllcy, iun, Cîrh«


