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A 'IMPERANCE EPIC.

(AN APPE'AI. F01t TH'E IIU4KAiID>

.y 0. o. r.

"Lead us nof juito /alp fa/ion but ddù'd)-r us/romi cvi ."ý-Jsus

'was centuries ago-Paradise lost 1
Hop)e of rcga-iiîîg Eden long liad lied.
Anotiier woc begins %vlien ain lind rcaped
Full inany a harvest of rcmlorse a.nd slîanc,

lics.and deatia, a just law's î)enalty.
l'ride amîd chesîxir lîad turnied lus cycs froin Heaven,
W%-lîcîîce cornes ail succor to thc troubied soul.
In dire extreîîîity hie cast about,
If liapà-. hcý -.uight finîd on tiîis wide cartlî
Specilic, intidoýte, or remcidy,
That would iii soine degrec alleviate
'l'lie sad resuits of sin, and Jol the paings
WVhich day and niglît lus guilty spirit rived.

A Cruel Denion, on destruction bent,
%V'as sialking wceirdly up and down tue caitlî,
WVatcling Iiis oppIortu'îity, to fioat
A %vcll lanîîed, deadly, and infernal sclienie,
By wlîiclî lic souglit to frustrate God's design
In inaking mîani, intensif)- tic curse
Ihy Adani's disobedience entailcd,
Precip)ita.te îuan's ruin, mar for aye
The crowning wvork of Godl's creative power,
And Icad nien captive in tic shades of death.

This es'il iii vicw, a cordial lic prepared,
13y cunning chinistryand process dark,
Wlîosc vital essence, was casentiil deah-
A poieni eNtract of invertcd life,
Froin deaili tlistilhed, worrncd in tic tîroat of hell-
%'hîich, liealcgd those qualities p)osscsscd,
Tlîat inuan in Ilis advcrsity rcquired
To mitigate ]lis hiaped tip %%retcliedness,
Invigorate ]lis sp)irit, lîcai discase,
And hubricate tlî c artlî-clogged, wheels of life-
At once a parncca for ail bis juls.

W'ith goblet dripping o'cr %ithl sp)arklin- juice,
With fasciniting snîle prst.asi%îe ivords,
And synmpaîhetic iein lie gained lus point,
And broaclîed his dcp.laid plan to willing cars-
Il %hat nicanis :hgt rueful cuirewvorn counstensance ?
Wlint mean that languid eve and fUrroweVd broWv?
WVhut mncau tiiose deeî»-drawvn siglîs that greet mine car?
That seenli to hecave thc inîîîost chaaîîbcrs of thy soul,
And test tie tissue fibres of thy lîcart ?
Wliy suclu unsouglît.for nuisery endured ?
Is tliere no po"'ver to whomn tiîou canst appeal
Wiliing and able to replair tlîy boss,
No pitying eyc, no car to catch tby plaint,
No bowels of compa.ssion, no reprieve ?
Art tlîou content thus lîolelssly to piod,
A clrudging hcast of blirdcn ail thy days,
Perpetual toil, no respite, no redrcss?
And ail for what ? Forsooth one silly act."

IlThou knowcst too wvcil ; thon surely canist but know,
The very ciernenits, Fire, liait, and Wind,
Aye, c'en tue Moon and Stars and ill t1îir host,
Thie chlîly frost, and the iiiternîlered blast,
Are clîartcrcd to op)pose tîy cntcrprise,
And foul thy bcst laid plans of providence.
Wlîen grisly want impels t0 delve the soi],
And Iilant the wliolcsom2 secd, forthwith spring up
flic no\ious tlîistlc, aîid the prickily tlîorn.
Bic tiiese ivith tiniy turift pluckcd b>' tic root,
Straight is %vitlîhîchld tue fcrtilizing showers ;
,And siîould th i>'îusbandry in sp)ite of thus,
Attain at length 10 fuhi corn irn tue car,
Conecs down the hurricane and dulundcrholt,
Blasting Nvillu one feul swoop tiuy chcrislied huopes.

Cooittribittcb Irticice. 'l'ly littie mies arc bliglitcd at the brcast,
'l'le p)artncr of thy bosom droops and dies,
And thon art left alonc, dcspised, forgot i
No conifort huere, no hope of future bliss.>

IWould'st, if thou could'st, avert tlîy haffless fate1
And taste of joys thon hast a riglît to feel ?
Art thou not frec ? iii lilherty to act ?
Then whly subinit ta such iimplosed restraints?
UpI 1 be a arin ; stand forth ! asrt thy, right?
Strikc for eniancipition front thy yokc,
Suchi degradation hast thou flot outgrown ?
List, nov, to niy suggesl.ion : I have piower,
13y virtue of a secret 1Iposcss,
To change this gioomny asp)ect of thy lot,
And turn th(: tide of sorrow fromn thy gate,.
Let down briglit rays of sunishine thro:i il, clouds,
The present hîght wvith joy, the future init-.
Sec I I have huere prepared a simIjle drink,
Pleasant to taste, delightful in cfl'ect;
Such virtues can bc found iii nouglit beside.
'T*wiIl cheer thy sp)irit, lift thy lo1I1 of care,
Furnislh tlue sinecw for thy daiiy work,«
Strengtlicn tlv nrime to face the deadliest foe,
Quicken thy sighit to regulate thine airn,
'l'ie swiftcst deer must fail before thy bolw,
Op)en thy soul to ill thaî's beautiful,
Buîry ini depl oblivion aIl the past,
Give thce to feel the measure of a masi.
Corne, drink, and p)rove me, if my wvords ire vain."

Man was beguiled, and took the profféed, cul),
And certainiy the Dcmion's words wcre truc:
For al tbe virtues that hie ciaimcd. %ere there,
And more, the long souglit rcmiedy %vis found;
Life, licalth, and pleasure, this Ellixir gave.
Gloonîy) forebodings turneci to joyous mirth,
I)istracting ficars yielded to briglitest hiope,
AUl anxious thought and pressing cires retired,
1Hey stood out fecarless, evcry %vhit a mani.

1-Here's tu our friend wvho gave uis %vine," lie said,
Hienccfortli our ivy-crowncid god is lic."

AIl this did wine, and did it ill too welh.
"'Twill drown thy care," the wily Dernon said,
And pregnant words the Demon utcred, then,
For even natural care, to foster yoting,
Possessed in commuon vwith thi!e csts of prey,
%Vas chokcd, therewith aIl love of hecarth and hiome.
Under its influence, incii could sit unnioved,
And hecar their helplcss chldren cry for bread;
Mothcrs, erstwhilc of tcnderest hic.rt, and fond,
Nov, strange to tell, forgot thecir suckling bribes;
Man %would ignore his sacrcd nuptial vows;
Woman, incontinent, degrade lier se\~;
Sons, Sp)urn tlicir agcd parents' rig,,hmful daiims;
Dauglitcrs, to virtue lost, dcscrt thecir homes.

"'Twill nerve thee to wiîiistand thy mortal focs,
And give tlîee îuianly courage in the cbase."
'rite Demion hintcd flot tlîat bravery,
Unchecked by prudence, caution, sobcrncss,
MNot surely mieets disaster in the end.
To decds oi ciaring, drinking oft incites,
To rcckless unpreincdit.atcd violence,
Ending unstaycd by outivard force, in blood.
Full %well that slirewd, malignanit Dernon knew
'lhle powcr of that feUi drug, to throiw a speiî
0f sop)otific stupor &'Cr the mind,
T1hc latent passions rouse, the conscience scar,
%V'ake sensuious appetitcs, tic judgmcnt lu,
Excite to licllislî dcds, inînlîood sîîbduc,
And spitc of ail îlîat's good, maintain its hold,
I)ragging atIhcngtlî its victinis down to Hell.

The wcakcr natures no rcsistance m:ade,
T'he stronger dallicd, and îvcre overcomie,
*Fle pure anîd chaste gave up to wantonncss,
Hlonor and innocence wverc tundclrrnincd,
liaclî addcd(l raught froni tit insi4ious cup
Wclded a stronger link, int thc chairs;
Wrcck, sp)oliation, carnage, rmin, dlemth,
Folioivcd the m-ake of that destroying l-.end!


