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% Tnthis- parable of our Lord, so simplél,

~Japter of human lify, and' yet so profound,
dfull of meaning, when regarded as a
velation of the mysteries of the kingdom'
% hésven, all of us should be able

find & place.
nner in Lis sin, in his repentance, and in
B reception. back -again into the fatvour
God. We are, aJl of us, reprodlu.ed
ro; either as we have-ever been, or, as
are- huping and eudeavounnc to be,
3 we have become by God’s grace.

¢ And He said,. A certain man had rwo
ne? In this significant beginning of
o parable we have the indication ofa
essed truth.  In one sense, God is the
ather of all His intelligent creatures; but,
a very special sense, God is the Father
f men. They are His sons. In the be-
inning they were were begotten in His
keness, for ¢ God crea.ed man in Ilis
wh image, in the image of Gud created
ehim, malcand female created He them.”

foreover, God is; and remaius the Father
f men, even in their cposticy fum Him.
hoy are His sums, is children, still;
shough they have become ¢ rebellions
Sildren He deals with them even ten
s.a Father; His paternal love and grace
stending to the very vilest siuper. This
lessed truth persades the wholg parable.
Tu. this first portion of the parable we
ave a history of the sinner iu his sin.and
isery.  * A certain man had two sous:
nd the.younger of them said to bis father,

alleth: to me,”

By this figure .of a grown-up son, who.
V0L, 4,

It is a history of the

athery give mie- the portion: of gouls that
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PART I.~—SIN AND MISERY.
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will be a young man before his timé, and
cannot endure to wait until his father dies
for Lis inheritance, our Lord exhibits to us
the root and' origin of all sin. This re-
quest sounding so like a demand, denotes
the entire alienation of the heart fiom all
the love and duty of a son. This son
breaks loose from his father. The bond
of filial love is ut’wr]); broken. He féels
the father's “presence-a restraint upou his
freedom, His will is to be entirely inde-
pendent, to havehisown way. Estranged
in heart, he can no longer tolerate the
fellowship of his righteous father, whose
authority had heretofore constrained him to
an unwilling obedience, and so he confronts
him with his selfish demand—* Give me
the portion of goods that falleth to mie.”
Here we have

Sy v 1rs Orrein.,

In this extinction of the filial sentiment
in the heart, in this severance of the bond
of love, the foundation of all true duty
and obedience, we have the seeret root
and origin of all sin, far more exceeding
sinful in this its first Leginning, and Lid-
den principle, than in any after manifesta-
tion,

Butit might Le asked here, had the son
not a1ight to prefer such arequest? Iad he
oot at least a legal right? He only sought
the purtion of g g,oods that fell to him. No;
not then. He could stand on no right.—
These goods were not his. The father, as
long as he lived, might have retained
them, for they belonged to him. And,
involuntarily, theson paid atribute to this
truth when he prefaced his demand with the
words of petition, « Father, give e wy
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