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- It is an expression like that of Jacob,
- when wrestling with the angel, «I will
ot let thee go, until thou bless me.” While
others may be enquiring, who will show
us any good? God’s people are praying,
¢ Lord, lift thou upon us the light of thy
countenance—thy - favor is life and th
Joving kindness is better than life.” This
desire they express, when from day to day
they observe his ordinances and delight in
doing lis will, for well they know, that
they need not expect his continued presence
if they do not scek him in the means of
his own appointing, or if they continue in
a course dishonoring to him.  1f we sin-
cerely respect and wish 1o gratify our
friend, we will not thwart his well known
wishes, that would be to insult him, we
will not underniine his character, or injure
his worldly interests,—that would be to
repel him, 1nuch more will the people of
God carefully avoid any thing that would
grieve the Loty Spirit and drive him from
them, and so carcfully observe the well-
known pleasure of the Lord. The poor
- mendicant often tells his wants before he
has spoke a single word, his tattered gar-
ments and his baggard features plead
sipnifieantly for him; buthe is not satisfied
with this, in plaintive tones he tells his
story, and asks relief in words that melt
another’s heart anld gain for him assistance,
Aund so God's people are not content with
appearing before the Lord, who beholds
their defilement and guilt, Lut they ery to
him for help, their daily prayer is, «abide
with us. O cast me not away from thy
presence, take not thy Holy Spirit from
me.”  The ancient Romans were wont to
consult their oracles, before entering on
any creat enterprize, and they had their
houschold gods, whose favor they might
daily seek, and surely a Christian people
shall not be outdone by pagans; they will
not fuil to acknowledge the hearer of
prayer, “ Acknowledge the Lord inall thy
ways and he will dircet thy steps” He
has Dlessings in store, he has made ample
provisions for all their wants, still he says,
« For all this, I will yet be enquired of, by
the house of Israel to do it for them.)—
And when God’s people cherish this strong
desire, they always find the good they seek
~—their prayer is as good as answered. In
the wursery tales, there is a pleasing story

whout a wishing cap, whoever puts it on |

THE GOOD NEWS.

procures whatever he is pleased to ask; 1
the christian religion, there is also a W%
ing cap, and the christian who wear® fa
well, receive exceeding abundantly, #b0"
all that he asks or thinks; and these b
sings are enjoyed so long as desired 8°
enjoyed the more, the stronger they
desired.
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IV. Tue CHurcH'S GUARANTEE TBS

THIS DESIRE WILL BE GRATIFIED. p
My presence shall go with thee. Ho
often does disappointment darken our 5"
—frequently our best laid schemes pro’
abortive—our fondest bopest dashedto®”
ground—uwarmest friends grow cold—n 10
est relatives aro snatched from us—4
merchant fuils—the farmer’s crops afe'b .
ted—the sailor is wrecked—the soldief
left on the battle-field—the politician ¥ 1
feated~—aye and the nation itself is broug
into deep waters, but the Chuarch is Sﬁf‘:/{
the bush Lurns and is not consumed. ¥
is with his people. His promise 138
ficient guaranice.  'When our first paré’
dwelt in Lden, they were allured from, t Jl
path of duty by a promise und who of
their oftfspring has not been allured in #
milar way, but this was the prowmise 0 -
father of lies,” God is the faithtul pro®
has be said itand shall he not doit, b3®
promised and shall he not fulfill, Leaved 8
earth shall pass away, but his word 8
not pass.away. Heis able and he is 162
to fulfilall his promises, and this one ¥
repeated, sometimes in simplest Jang¥e
that the ¢hild may understand it, sente?
in proplietic language to shew its abs®
certainty.  Where two or three are met ot
getherinmy namethere am 1 in their P ¢
lo, T am with you always even to theem
the world—no one shall pluck my peoP
out of my hand—the gates of hell sha
prevail against my.church. pe
Difficulties may arise; his people m“{} w0
subjected to persceution they may bt
flee for lives or immured in the d“”geﬂ.
for their fauth, and yet God is with th]ik"
When the covenanters were hunted 4,
patridges over the mountains of Seo¥*
were they denied this promised pl'es‘*uheq
See them on the Sabbath morn 8 C.p
meet together in the retired glems ™ if
some limpid stream gurgling
delighted with their presence, oron® " yd
side, with the blue sky for their canopy sl
the blooming heather for their sedts,
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