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T HESE are trying Urnes for the ordinar>'
bookseller aud statiener. Tbe cern-

petition cf the departmental store is a con-
stant source cf irritation, while tbe vanieus

book-leudlng organizations
The tend to dimiuishthe nuniber

BookseIer's
Troubles. cf bookbuyers. A NewYork

bookdealer is creditcd with
baving an experience whlch illustrates the
baaksellersgrievance in the latter particular.
He was travelling ane day lu a street car.
By bis side was eue of his customers with a
catalogue of scected books which be had
sent bier frani wbich sbe was marklng jute
the Bookiovers' catalogue the ver>' list of
books wbich he Lad gene te tbe trouble te
prepare for ber. He was correct when he
said this was addlug insult te injur>'. But
people wlthout a conscience are usually ab!e
to add insuit te injur>'.

B UT aller ail the truc booklover wants
bis o*u books. And, wbile he nia>

be caugbc b>' fads for a ie, Le cannot
always bc satisfied with borrowed bocks. It

is flot in the heart cf the
Th boa klover te part with tbe
Bookseller's bo la lae i.H
Advantages. bc htpessb.H

wants ta keep it jus, as Le
would want ta marry the lady Le loves. Sa
the bocks of bis choice be wants ou bis
sheýves, whcre Le can Landily rcach theni
and leisurel>' scan their pages. Tbe book-
sellez's eutloolc is, therefare, net a Lepeless
ane.

T HERE is one great advantage wbich the
bookseller Las over bEs departmeutal

store cempetitor, aud that ls lu regard te

Individuait>'. Tbe individual ks elimluated
freni tbe departmental store.

The He is swallowed up ln the
Booksdtle' btesnth ptodt
lndlviduallty. woe uteu.odt

bookstore tbe individualit>'
cf the proprietor or manager is at the sanie
tume the centre sud tbc circuniference of
the business. He knows bis business. He
l.s acquaiuted with the bocks ou bis sbelves.
He bas studied Ls custamers aud Le knaws
their peculiar tastes. It is aimait as im-
passible for the head of anc of the large
departmcutul stores ta do tbis a3 it would be
for hlm, te control sud direct the planctary
systenis of the universe. He Is net omni-
preserit.

W HERE tbe departmeutal store bas anc
advantage over some cf the retail

booksellers is in regard te advertising.
Their advcrtisements, are ta bc found dail>'

Advantage of in the columus of tbe news-
Advetising. papers. These advertise-

zuents; arc regulariy pcrused
by book readers and tLe result i., that the
depsrtmeutal stores get their orders. It is
quite truc the books are, as a rule, of tbe
cheaper classi; but it must nat be forgotten
that man>' bockbuyers are also staticnery
buycrs.

IN thc bookselling snd statienery business
to.day a bigLer state uf efficiency is

dcmnanded than ever befare. A superficial
knewledge ef tbe business means failure.

Effciecy. And what is equally de-
Efficency. manded is resourcefulnesa :

the ability te tbiuk out sud devclop new
ideas. There arc window displays te be
arrsnged ; catcby advenIisemçnt4 te bç

ropicz of tbe 1par.

devised , tbe tastes and pecullarities of
customers ta be ascertaincd; and the book
and statlenery world to be studied. The
bookseIllr bas got to be alive ta live.

A S tbe luexhaustible source of information
on aImait any subîcct, the genial

public librarian of Toronto, Mr. James
Bain, D.C.L., bas fecquals. If Leis not

A UWeul Man personally acqualuted with
any question, bis wide

knowledgc enables hlm very speedlly ta
put bis hsnd on the proper authority to con-
suit. In matters of local hlstory ho ls wel
versed, and on the sbelves of the Reference
Library fie bas collected many valuabte
works of tbis nature, for the possession cf
which the people of Toronto nlay weII be
tbankful. A recent example of Mr. Bin's
wide information is to be found iu tbe light
Le bas tbrown an the vexed question,
-Who discovered Muskoka? - Inte twa

or tbrc paragraphs b. bas camprcssed as
much data as would take an amateur
seatcher twa or tbree days ta discover. and
yet it is safe ta say that Mr. Bain did not
spcnd ver>' long in acquiring bis material.
The value of baving a man like Mr. Bain
in ever>' community who can devate bim-
self ta amassing and cating for local data
wbicb would otherwisc be lait ta postett
miay wcll be emphasized.

AN effort is beiug niade b>' Mr. Huestis, cf
The Bain Book aud *Stationery Ca.,

Toronto, ta %ecure a convention cf bock.
selters and stationers ln Toranto some time

Bringthe' next montb. In a letter
Bring f he from bim, which appears in
Bokellus anatbcr celunn is set

Tegeher. forth questions be considers

should be discussed. The questions be
submits are seven in number. and tbey are
ail cf more or less importance ta the bock
aud statlonery trade. It is te be boped tbat
the efforts cf Mr. Huestis wiIl reccive the
unanimous endorsatton of the bcok and
stationery trade. Sanie cf tbe questions
prcpesed for discussion are cf vital impor-
tance te the trade, but even if the bock-
sellers and stationers cf Ontario oul>' get
tegetber, rub shoulders and excbange ideas
good nmust result tberefrem.


