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ELLANEOUS LAI’ ‘\ROIOMIES *

BY DR.

MISCE

HOW T, (:UPX PH.

In this papur itis my cksxrc to record all lhe
cases of surgery that have occurred in my prac-
tice, in which it was deemed expedient to open
the peritoneal cavity, excepting those for the
radical cure of ordinary hernia, and the removal
of the uterine appendages and ovarian tumors.

So much has been said about the details .of
abdominal surgery, that it is not necessary to
dwell on introductory remarks. However, there
are a few points to which 1 wish to call atten-
tion. |

(z7.) Spray.—In Entrland 1 am told, *the
'spray bubble has exploded,” and you are aware
‘that Sir Jos. Lister has discarded it in favor of
Yet ‘potwithstanding the thunder-
bolts of the, great surgeon, Tait, and what bas
been written by eminent and successful oper-
ators against its use, I still firmly belicve, that
when used with' Judtrment it is an-.agent for
good. Itis my opinion that carbolic acid is
contra—mdxcatnd and that pure water is the only
essential. ‘ o :

T*(pcnments have convinced me, that when
the spray is played for an hour. ‘under proper
conditions and in a suitable apartment, it will
so thoroughly cleanse the ar of fleating particles
of dust, as to rend(,r mvmb!e after the settling
of the vapor—no raatter. how you may darken
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the room- —a ray of suniight between the point
of entrance and place of contact. ‘

Furthermore, scientists have proved that rain
purifies the air of deleterious gases, and can vou
doubt that pure-water spray does the same in
its limited sphere? ‘

Air deprived ‘of all: foreign substances is
sterile ; surely every operator would prefer such,
an environmert. A wound made under this '
condition, with other details. perfect, I have

-seen heal so kindly" that not $0 much as a trace

of stitch-hole irritation, nor a line of xulmss‘
alonﬁ the margin of the cut Lould be detected.
(2.) IWVater.—Water rendered  ascpic hy
straining and repeated boilings is less irritating
to the sensitive peritoneum than ordinary water.
Let anyone drop a little aseptic water on the
conjunctiva of one eye and a little ordinary
water, at the same temperature, on that'of ‘the
other, a marked difference in the irritation set
up will be invariably noticed. No one will

~deny that it is also a better solvent.

(3.) /Iy‘»zmior I have had madr. a stmng
tin cylinder, strengthencd by ribs of iron, about

‘fifteen inches in diameter and the height of an

ordmary table, provided with an aperture at the
top for a specxal aspnator cork with two stop-
cocks, one to fit an ordinary aspirator attach-
ment, the other much larger, for which aspecial’

“rubber tube and trochar, \\hICh can be readily
made to graduate a flow,

from the smallest
quanm) to three 'or four gallons per minute.
The bottom of ‘the cork has a small hook,

which is attached a yard of lamp-wick, samrated



