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CATHETERIZATION OF BARTHOLINI'S GILANDS.
Notes by Dr. 4. Breda, assistant to Profassor
Carlo Rusanelld.

{Translated jrom the Gazetta Medica Italiang.)

It is well known that these glands often be-
come the seat of painful inflammation as a re-
sult of the first post-nuptial rites. The in-
flammation may spread from the vestibule to
the ducts, to the bodies of these glands, and to
the connective tissue surrounding them, and
give rise to abscesses, fistulee, and cysts. In
Dessault’s journal, a case is reported of a tumour
formed from one of these glands being con-
founded with hernia.  According to the latter,
it is “not always easy to distinguish mucous
cysts of the vulvo-vaginal gland from serious
cysts developed in the meshes of the cellular
t.ssue, in the canal of Nuck, or in an old her-
nial sac.” Zeissi believes these glands are often
affected, and confesses, with honest frankness,
that in some cases they never heal.

Assuredly, phlogosis of such glands proceeds
for some tiwe without any objective alteration,
and teads mostly, especially when the body of

‘the gland is affected, to suppuration. The
woman’s modesty, whim, or interests may pre-
sent to the practitioner difficultivs both in diag-
nosis and treatment, I not, embarrassment in
the diagnosis rarely occurs, and the cure can be
made with sufficient confidence, when suitable
and energetic treatment is employed, as in dis-
eases of the lachrymal passages, for example. -

The glands of Bartholini have several times
been presented to us in a diseased condition.
Two women, after an attack of valvitis, showed
redness at the ovifice and catarrh of the duct of
the left gland. Squeezing out, several times a
day, of the material which accumulated there,
and then to force injections of a weak solution
of nitrate of silver into the canal, held closed
by the finger, banished the redness and dis-
charge in a week.

“# Another woman, admitted with condylomata
it the vaginal ‘orifice -and catarrh of the ex-
eretory duct of the left gland, was treated by Tn-

“Jections into the canal and vepeated catheteriza-
"':ﬁoxi of if. - Little by little it dilated move than

was expected ; ab last, there appeared at the
orifice a red shining tumour, abous the size of a
hemp seed, which was considered a condyloma.
This was attached to the upper wall of the
canal about one-fourteenth of an inch from the
orifice. So far as I know, condylomata in this
situation have not been described by anybody.
In a case of cyst of the left labium majus,
following phlogosis of the gland of that side,
with paracentesis through the mucous mem-
brane of the vestibule, there came out about ten
drachms of chocolate-looking fluid. After the
operation menstruation came on, and the open-
ing closed; and then, in little more than a
week, the tumour gained in volume, to arrive
at which seven years had before been necessary.

Another woman had a similar tumour on the:

substance of the right labium, a deep vertical in-
cision, the whole length of the tumour, was
made, and about an ounce of liquid, 'principally
puralent, escaped. By a finger in the cavity, it
was found to be rounded, without any recesses,
enclosed by a thick, rough wall. The wall
baving been separated from the margins of the
wound, a portion, the size of two cents, was cub
away, and the rest scraped with a spoon ; the
cavity was filled with cotton soaked in phenic
acid, The cyst was subsequently cautemfed
and healed up.

A prostitute was discharged cured of vagi-
nitls ; twenty-one days after she came back
with valvo-vaginal catarrh, with two erosions
near the orifice of the left gland. The lower
part of the labium wus somewhat swollen. After
four days she was seen again, and the labium
was so large as to partly overlap that of the
other side—it was aboub the size of a pigeon’s
egg, no flnctuation was detected. Pressure
gave great pain, but did not expel any fluid.

In this condition, a small silver probe, very
thin in the shaft, slightly carved with the con-
vexity upward. Little by little, it was made fo
advance about two-thivds of an inch, and on
withdrawing i, theove euclpnd about five
drachms of pus, almost pure, thick, uniform.
[t came out without any force, indeed, had to be
The redaess and pain disappeared,
The

on

pressed out,
and the swelling became somewhat less.

cathetevization was practised four days ;
the five succeeding days, weak solutions of ni
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